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fccording to all that T ſhew thee, after r the paterme F;þ 1h 
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Fter theſe dark and dreadfull dayes of barbarous blindneſſe,& ſuper- 
pps rm the deceit of - ak ran bloudie _ _ 
pearchad covered the face of this land,it pleaſed the bountifulneſſeof God,ts 
that riches of his love,as not regarding the time of former ignorance with a 
marvellous meroy to viſit this Realme,by ſending , not one Jonah to ſuch 
a Ninivie , or one Phillip to ſuch a Samaria, but firſt few, ſince many, 
and all faithful, holy, wiſe, frack to preach the Goſpelin Scotland as in 
another Antiochia. At the terrour of theſe Trumpets, ke ſmaake before 
the winde, were quickly driven away, not onely the darkeneſſe of Idolatrie, 
and damnable diſſenſion among the members ef this kingdom,wherein con= 
ſiſted the ſtrength f that bloudie beaſt, by whoſe tyrannous crueltie , and 
deceivable wayes, Prince and People, were ſhamefully abuſed, and often 
compelled with the clawes of violence to ſhed the bloud of the Saints ; yea, 
to keep the booke of the unchangeable Teſtament of Jeſus (hriſt, undey 
the cover of a ſtrange tongue, as a claſped booke that it ſhould not be read: 
but alſo, many of that Antichriſtian ſeft , who in the time of perſecution 
bad uſed the curious Arts of that kingdom of lies ,and _ of Baal,were 
turned to the truth of God, and preached the word of his grace, ſo that ina 
ſhort time that Remiſh Jericho fell, the people that ſate in darkreſſe ſaw 4 
great light , and where the power of Satan had prevailed ,the Throne of 
(briſt was ſet up, the word Jnpty ca » and the Lord added to the Kirke 
fromaday to day, ſuch 4s were to be ſaved; ſo magnifying the ſtrength of 
his owye arme againſt his enemies, in that proſperous time , that neither 
proud eAnakims , nor craftie Gibeonites , were able to ſtand before the 
Spirit that ſpake in theſe men of God,when they were but few : and though 
they walked in the fleſh, yet did they not warre after the fleſh,but by the ſpi- 
ritual armes of bold Preaching, reverent miniſtration af the Sacraments, 


and ſincere ruling of the flocke of Chriſd with diſcretion, aud without par- 


tialitie, and alwayes praying, and often faſting , they baniſhed Atheiſme, 

Barbaritie, and Þapiſhrie quenched the fs of contentions , _ 

dangers, planted the Kirkergteachtd and perfwaded great and ſmall, poore 

ard rich, and perſons of all eſtates, to prafeſſe the Evangel. ' Aud howſo- 

ever they were daily croſſed with decert, and oppoſition, F59 they diverſity 
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in the haud of amitie, that all things concerning the great works of that 
glorious reformation,t0 ou! {Se of God,and the comfort of the g ly, were 


wiſely and appointed. In thoſe happy dayes the ſervants of the Lord, 
—— > Ie erathan and David ; in courage like wwls 300, in 
wnitic like the Saints that firſt retervedthe Goſpel ; in care and diligence 
like the builders of the wall of Jeruſalem, and ſo marching like the Lords 
Armies. Then were they neither deſpiſed nor abhorred but received as the 
Angels of God ; and yet in the Lords troupes, neither for worke, nor war, 
were there to be found any pompores Prelate , eAbbet , Prior , Biſhop, or 
Archbiſhop, that loves to ſhine in dignitie, and rejoyee in rent , with the 
contempt of their brethren,and _ of the Lords ſervice.O Scotland ! 
what was then thy felicitie? Then didſt thou ſing & ſhout with the voyce of 
joy : God will ariſe, and his enemies ſhall be ſcattered ; they alſo 
Hat hare him ſhall flye before him. Thou haſt brought a Vine 
out of Egypt. Thou halt caſt out the heathen , and planted it, 
Thou madelt roome for it, and did cauſe it to take root, and it 
=_ the _ &C. : - Poo 
The ſuperſtitions ignorant , the perverſe Papiſt, the craftie Paraſite, 
and he Olovi 0 * dy the Obviftion bee 4. Fol od - —s 
looſe-liver, the time-ſerver, and all the ſort# f that filthy ſet , that 
hates ro bee reformed , often conſpired againſt the building of that glo- 
rious Temple, but all tn vaine ; for by the power of God they were diſap- 
pointed. Yet in theſe laft dayes ow dangerous Dalilah hath betrazed 
Sampſon ; and told wherein his ſtrength lay, with no tefſe hurt to thes 
Kirke, then was performed by the falſe brethren,who were craftily ſent in, 
azd crept in privily among [# the faithfull , to ſpie ont their hberty which 
they had in Chriſt Jeſus, that they might axe, them into bondage. It is 
cleerly knowne to many in this Kingdome, andin forraine parts , what a 
wall for defence, and a band for peace, ayd progreſſe of the Goſpel,was that 
heavenly diſciplme , whereby brotherly amitie , and facred harmonie of 
Prince, Paſtors and Profeſſours, were fo continued and increafed,that all, 
as one man, did ftand together for the Doltrine, Sacraments , and Kicke 
government, againſt the adverſaries, either lurking or profeſſed. It was 


the hedge of the Lords vineyard, and the hammer whereby rhe hornes both - 


of adverſaries , and diſobeyers , were beaten and broken. eAnd of this 
happy mean it might be truely ſaid, that in: the ſtrength of it , more then 
by our one vertue, were we ſtrong and prevailed: eAnd to ſharpen our 
love it is chus written by a FFranger, but a friend. Albeit it be neceſ(- 
farie, that they who have their Citie in heaven, repoſe altogether 
thereupon,yer nothing ſhould let us to- behold,as it were,heaven 

upon 
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upon earth, that is, the power of God in fits owne, &c. By molt 
evident reaſons I judge the Kirke of Scotland to: be of this ſort; 
In the which, the many mightie, and long contiruing aſſaults of 
Satan, the like whereof, as 1 thinke , no Nation ſuſtained , could 
neither defile che puritie of do@rine , nor bow the rule of right 
diſcipline. This isa great gift of God, that he hath brought toge- 
'ther to Scotland, borh the puritie of Religion , and Diſcipline, 
whereby, as in a bond, the dotrine is ſafely kept. I pray and be- 
ſeech you ſo to keeptheſe rwo togerher,as that ye may be aſſured, 
that if the one fall, the other can no wayes long fiand, 

It cannot be denyed, but by the ſpace of fifty yeares and above,Scotland 
ranne well, the Dottrine was in ſuch ſort preached, and Diſcipline ap - 
pointed, and prattifſed ; yea, both profeſſed, eſtabliſhed , and 5./ ard dee 
fended ; not onely by thoſe faithfull men that went before , but by them 
who followed, and yet live, in ſuch concord of Kirk and policie, that the 
like thereof is ſtarcely to be found in Storie, or ſcene witheyes in any Na- 
—_— the revelation of the Myſterie -_ Goſpel to the firft eA- 
po#t s. But now of late, with pitie to ſpeake it, no wncireumciſed Phils- 
ſtim, or Aſſyrian, but ſome of the Diſciples , deſirous to ſit at the right 
hand, and pretending to reffore againe the Kingdome to Iſraeh, the Kirks 
to her old rents, and privileges, at firib did mince, an ſparingly ſpeake, 
but afterward prattiſe and loudly preach ; that, except after the manner of 
other Nations, the Kirke of Scotland admitted againe Prelatgs,the Prine 
ces of chat wicked Hierarchie, with ſome untruſty traditions, and change 
of things indifferent, as they terme them , but in ; arp difyracing of 
Paſtors, ejetting of Elders, deſtroying of Aſſemb es, and Faſhioniag, 

Dottrine, Diſcipline, Sacraments,Confeſſions of Faith, Formes of prayer, 
and all in a new ſhape ; it cannot be ſaved, nor vinascate from povertie 
and contempt, but b the meanes of this maladie obtruded for a remedie. 
Nat onely theſe evils, howſoever at the beginning ſeeming Jn » hath fo 
owne, that lihe nettles in 4 fowle —_—_ they not onely bud and bloome; 

at abundantly bring forth drviſjons, diſſenſions, and unkindly contentions 
among brethren, to the great joy if the enemies, and griefe and offence of 
them that feare God. T his ſtrange fire hath entred into the (tie of God, 
and horriblie burnes on : and yet us it ſo, that ſuch as may,will not, and 
fuch as are willinggcannet, and they that ſhnld be firſt, are leaft zealous 
and farward to offer their paines, either to cleare and defend the truth , to 
paciſie their brethren, or to pleade the cauſe of Diſcipline againit the ca- 
lumnies and cavillations of ſuch as by promoting of novelties , ſeekes pro- 
motion; but wuncharitable ſpeeches , and peſtiferons ponnes of —_— 
etting 
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etting 45 4 canker; increaſeth unto more ungodline(ſe ; dangerous diſſe- : 
Do__ daughter of diviſion, and the undeubted edge 0s of deſo- 


lation daily proclaimes the defacing, if not the fall of this reformed Kirk. 
eAHls if wed ſhould be taken "4. the & pouſe of Feſtus Chriit;who ſo long 
like a chaſte Virgin hath ſhined in prurity before her Lord in this land, 
ſhould now be ſtained with Corahs ambition, Balaams wages,aud Eſau's 
profaneneſſe, Altar againſt Altar, and Brother againſt Brother. In this 
caſe, ſo pitifull, and good cauſe ſo univerſally _ if not deſerted ; 
it Tall be our hearts deſire, and prayer to Godte be found faithfull, when 
with griefe we may ju#Hy ſay of the old friends , and new adverſaries of 
Diſcipline. It is time for the Lord to worke, for they have de- 
royed thy Laws: And of her conſtant friends boldly avow, Therefore 
love they thy commandements above gold, yea above moſt fine 
gold. (ould this pragmaticall courſe of dangerows deſertion from a truth 
ſo long profeſſed whereof none,or few can be ignorant, works in onr hearts, 
wow almoſt luke-warme , a laborious love, and holy zeale for that truth 
whereof we are perſwaded , we might then be fully aſſured, That as it was 
ſaid in the booke of the warres of the Lord, what he did in the red ſea, and 
in the brooks of Arnon, the banners of his power being diſplayed for Iſrael, 
as well at" their entrie into ( anaan againſt the Nations , as at their 
comming out of Egypt againſt Pharaoh : ſo through the wonderfull wor 
king of his equivalent power, and unchangeable love, it ſhould be remem- 
bred in the Records of the reformed Kirkes of Scotland, that what he did 
firſt in ſubſtance, that he did laſt in ceremonie, making the end of his own 
worke againſt eApoſtates from Diſcipline, profeſſed by themſelves, and in 
that reſpett renters of brotherly unitie, and dividers of brethren, anſwera- 
ble tothe happy beginnings thereof againſt cruell perſecutors , and wicked 
Hereticks.ITs the Lord j ah Ae he changes the manner of his wor- 
king? God forbid. For although hee declare not in out times who belong to 
him by miraculous fire ſent from heaven,as in the dayes of cliah, the earth 
opens not her month , as in the dayes of Corah ; he rames not ſhowers 
Brimſtone upon the Sodomites of this age he turns not ſuch as looke backe 
into pillars of ſalt to ſeaſon others neither is his favour manifeſted towards 
his owne ſecret onesgin earthly & viſible bleſſings,ſ0 wonderfully as of old; 
et the God of Iſrael ts our God,& the God FA old Teſtament i the God 
of the New,& better T eſtament having ſtill a ſecret & equivalent provi- 
dence moſt wiſely diſpoſed, & framed for the weale of his K, irk according to 
the diverſitie of the ages ſucceeding one after another. So that no wiſe heart 
perceivingthe courſe thereof could wiſh another then the preſent howſoever 
the follie of Infidelttie blindes men to affett the miracles ,caſe,aud outward 


proſperitie 
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tie of former generations, and if theſe faile, to caſt themſelves head. 
lagi {nt defeition, or py; at] Yea , becauſe = not 
as before in their haſte, they conclude , that he workes not at all. It were 
ourwiſedome , who live in the laſt trmes , rather to determine with our 
elves , that as in great and extraordinarie ax. 9 ſmall and commors 
diſcaſes are ſwallowed up ; ſo will the Lord, leaving all other warnings, 
have all cares tobe lift up in feare , to the hearing of the loud Trumpet of 
the Goſpel, ſummoning all fleſh = the judgement ſeat of Chriſt , that 
they may mot of all tremble at that laſt ſentence, which debarres men for 
ever from the face of God, and in the meane time, will have the life of his 
owne children hid with (hriſt, that in a holy conformitie with him, they 
way by many affiittions enter into his Kingdome. eA's the preſent proſpe- 
ritie of the common fort doth make their feare the greater ; ſo the eroſſes 
rhe Kirke _ make them with the greater conrage to lift up their 
eads and while the day of their redemption drawes neer,to walk with the 
ater fidelitie in their vocations, building the houſe of God with the one 
hand,& fighting with the other,againſt enemies of all ſorts,eſpecially theſe 
Sanballats, and Tobiahs who labour to make other Kirkes abroad , and 
a great number of the Paſtors and People at home , to thinks that a great 
of the walls of (hriſts Kirke, builded within this Nation , fince our 
delrverie from the Romiſh captivitie, are ſo weake , that if a Fox ſball goe 
up upon theme, he ſhould breake them downe. And now forſooth the new 
worke riſmg in place of the old to be mare firme,and of the old foundation, 
when rhe myſteric of miquitie\ after lmg working in ſecret was ſeen mani- 


| | feſted, there was 4 new face brous f por the Kirke. The pure fountaines 


holy Scripture troubled with the puddle of trifling traditions, ceremonies 

ouoht in, and will-worſhip, and dammable Idolatrie ſet up, Apoſtolicall 
Diſopline abolited, and Popſh yolicte exatied. Ter fuck i the wilful- 
neſſe of men,knowing the weakeneſſe of errour, and force of the truth, that 
wltitades in the ſucceeding times have not blaſht to bring in theſe novel- 
Hes winder the nant of ancient verities ; yex , without (hame, or feare, to. 
affirme that this laſt. was the primuive and naturall face of their mother. 
Tt maybe fetne in theſe ayes, thit after a large time, this ſecond myſterie 
working Willer cover, yet ahdiges perceived by forye'in this Land, 1s now 
ar bift browyht tolight, accortling to the warnings of the wiſe watchmen 
of this Kirke, and hath changed the comely countenance of Chrifts Spouſe, 
further then the lovers of the truth would have thought , into the Anti- 
chriſtizen complexion of that "whore of Babel, and without Gods preven- 

img mercse, and ow; fperdy repentance; the Tefſe "of a great ſubſtance for a 
fone conformitie ; and yet , howſoever all men cry, that the ancient way 
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was the beſt , and as they love honeſtre, they will be the ſannes of conſtau- 
tie, and firmely retaine the ancient Diſcipline of the reformed Kirke of 
Scatland. They have renounced nothing, they have abjured nothing ; yea, 
if any whiſper of a fall from the firit love , they are quickly marked ,. as 
wilfull pleading for ſhadowes , and making of ſchiſmes : and ſo ſuch as 
would ſtrive to tand, muſt ſuffer for their fault - who hath wrought the 
change. As that old Painter, inten ding to repreſent the body of Hercules, 
expreſſed nothing of the lineaments of hs face. ſtature, or members , con- 
tenting himſelfe with the reſemblance of the Lyons skinne , which hee was 
wort ro carrie, as the badge of his ſtrength, ang Trophie of his hononr * $9 
ſome of his Prentices, for the beautifull face of this Kirke , and heavenly 
proportion of her drvine Diſcipline,do ſet before the ejes of men of this time, 
who never ſaw the faire face, nor felt the ſtrength of ancient order , that 
roaring Lyons skinne of Epiſcopacie, the greateft monſter that this Kirks 
had conflitted with , in the moſ# part of her meetings, and whoſe kin 
within theſe few yeares was commonly repute among ſt the reft of the 
ſpoyles taken from her enemies. As it was the courage of wiſe Cato a= 
gainſt the brag ges of arrogant Greekes , perverting all veritie and anti- 
quitie of Flor and uſurping the honour of the invention of all things, 
to write a booke de Orig] ns ; far vindicating the truth from uſurping 
preſumption : eAnd as m later times many have ape labored in diſ- 
—_—_ the Roman inventions, and bringing to light the beginnings and 


progreſſe of errour and —_—_ and corrupting that Kirke ; It 


were likewiſe to be wiſhed , for the weale of this Kirks ,. and her can ſe of 
controverſies, that the eAtts of the generall Aſſemblies, ſo often. viſited 
and pagan for publicke uſe, were now according tothe intention and care 
of the Kirke, together with the bookes of Diſciphae, which: ſhould be lights 
for direftion , and lawes for dicifion of controverſies ariſing thereabant, 
faithfully peruſed andprinted. bE 06 ke wake ns So es: 
For the preſent neceſſitie, ze have here the firſt and ſecond baokes of Di- 
ſeipline; with certaine Afts of the Kirke for clearin g your doubts, and con- 
firming the truth againſt ſuch, as delight in varles of obſeuritie, and. cir- 
cuts of circumvention. As there was never any miracle wrogght for cone 
futing of Atheiſts. becauſe every work of God ts a miracle againſt them;ſ0 
there needs no argument ,to ſtop the mouthes of adverſaries for Diſcipline, 
who would ſeem to ftand to their own oath and ancient profeſcion, becauſe 
every line almoſt of theſe bookes , will be an argument againſt them... If 
eruth ſhall obtrude her ſelfe te the knowledge of men, not ſuſfexing ther te 
be fo forgetfull and ignorant, as perhaps they would ſeeme, God forbid that 
any ſhould thinke that his reſolution to be rich and ſtately , ſhauld (0 for 
| preſſe 
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refſe bus Light , and fray bs mind thinking that trite , which wee 
hte falſe, oak the tone a OS malignant : Hzc elt 
ſumma delicti nolle agnotcere quod ignorare non potes : /t were 
much better, that as many as through ignorance of the eſtabliſhed order 
in the Kirke have beene miſled , would now repent their negligence and 
dangerous courſe, when they (hall ſee a good daughter of an evill mather. 
T his truth brought to light ro be the fruit of onr diviſion, As perſecu- 
tion in former times hath brought forth purity, and herejie the truth of 
doftrine ; ſo hath this fit of diſtrattion among brethren brought this 
draught of Diſcipline tothe view of the world ; to ſo many as have ſtood, 
by the grace of God, to the defence of their profeſſion, a ſtrong confirmati- 
on ; and to ſuch as are toſſed with denbtings, a cleere reſolmtion. Let it 
be no derogation to the truth here expreſſed , nor to the labours of theſe 
faithfull Fathers, who penned and put in Regiſter the ſame ; but a great 
imputation and ' paronc. « lying upon the ſucceeding age , who deprived 
themſelves of ſuch a benefit, and the Kirk of ſuch 4 defence. Though the 
books of Gods covenant lay long hid in the Temple , yet Joſiah rejoyeea 
when it came to gh. Very * mt could nat be ſtayed from magnify: 
ing of Baal by all the daſhes hee ſuffered from heaven and earth : eAnd 
ſhould nat Chriſtians be aſhamed to be leſſe affettionate to Veritie ,then 


ſhe ta Idolatrie , and namely a truth concerning Chriſts Kingly Office, 


and the Minifters of his Kingdome ; without. the truth whereof we can 
neither have comfort of his Prophecie nor Prieſthood. It is the Lori his 
great mercy, that in ther ion of this Kirk he hath beene preached, 
and profeſſedy King, Prieſt, and Prophet. And it ſhall be the glory of 
this Land thankefully to acknowledge that incomprehenſible benefit, and 
alwayss _—_— to keepe while wikdear rent, and to carrie a reverent 
eſtimation to the. great workg of the glorious reformation of this Kirke. 
Por this AW muſt arme your ſelves againſt the Lords of tongues, 
who have ſaid,with our tongues will we prevaile. Of that generation 
ſome will daſh you by the name odjous of Puritan, yet one of that Lord- 
ly fort is farced to confeſſe, that Scots Prefeſſours are unto him Puritares 
from the forme of externall government , but not from Religion , which 
both ts and may be one and the ſame, where the externallforme of govern- 
ment is different and contrary ; who albeit they be miſerably taken with 
that their — Jet in the reſt of the doitrine they are ſufficiently 
Orthodox. Others, lhe wicked creditors deſtro ing the obligation where- 
ys they are bound for debrfull obedience , | ummarily deny, that ever this 
Kirk had any d core opine , Except that which 1s printed and placed 
in the Pſalme bookes. A third ſore, making ſuch Paſtors , who at the 
B I 
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beginning were called Super-intendents, to be figures, patterns, forerun* 
wers, or lievtenants of Biſhops, ſuch as now are , would move the world 
zo beleeve that they follow the firſt Diſcipline. eA fourth kinde , wan- 
de ring in the wilderneſſe of unbounded indsfferency, rakes upon them to 
determine all doubrs of diſcipline, by honour ,caſe,or gaine.eAnd ſome, of 
Gallio's diſpoſition it may be , hidly eſteeming all Religion a matter of 
ſpeech, ſpare not to proclaime, that ſtriving about ſuch trifles is needleſſe. 
For you incouragement againſt ſuch, ana others of the likg diſpoſition , it 


hath pleaſed the Lord to ſet on works our pens ; and in his owne time, if 


preſumption bee obſtinate , hee will inſpire them with greater love of his 
truth, to whom he hath given knowleage in meaſure above them who hath 
put totheir hand ; and increaſe their knowledge , in whoſe hearts he hath 
wrought ſome love, howſoever their knowledge be far inferiour to many of 
theirs who Stand for the truth. | Cabery 
It ts to beremembred, that the true friends of diſcipline are the CMi- 
nifters of the bleſſed Evangelof Jeſm Chriſt, agreeing in dottrine , and 
——_— of the Sacraments,and the people of this Realme that proe 
efſe Chriſt, as he is now offered in his Evangel , and doe communicate 
with the holy Sacraments(as in the reformed Kirke of this Realme they 
are publickly adminiſftred ) according to the confeſſion of Faith ; and that 
ſuch as were clothed with the Kirk. rents, or $7 eedily gaped afier the ſamey 
as Abbots, Priors, Prioreſſes, Biſhops ,Commenadatairs , 'andother ſa- 
crilegious uſurpers of Kirk: livings , 4s they had place in policie , and 
—_- in (onrt,, or Conncell, either profeſſedly or craftily , have re ſiſted 
the courſe of the G opt , and the diſcipline thereof, as may be ſeen in theſe 
conflitts, whereby the Kirke hath ever ſtriven for deliverance from their 
#ſurpation ; till now the zeale of benefices having devoured the zeale 
iſcipline, old oppoſite are thought to be her mo$t loving famuliars , and 
her old friends her greateſt enemies. A ſtrange ( aſe, and yet very ca- 
ſuall for the Kirk by ſeeking worldly preferment , to loſe ſpiritual ſer- 
vas:ts, as one ſaid , Never a Miniſter got a great Benefice, but hee 
{pilc it, or it ſpilt him. FR 
Item, chat under the name of diſciplme is to be underitood not onely 
the particulars expreſſed in theſe two bookes, but alſo the Alts, ( onſtitu- 
tions , and prattiſes agreed upon , and recorded in the Regiſters of 
the” Generall and Provinciall eAſſemblies , Presbyteries , and Kirk, 
Seſ5ions. Wi 
Thad y, to confider the different only of 0 Kirk in her infancie, 
n her growing, and in her ripe age , and accordingly to accommodate the 


ml 
diſcipline to prattiſe , as the condition of the time permitted or required, 
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of the Kirk with their 
thereof ; the Patrimony of the Kirk, and diſtribution thereof ; the 


The Preface. 
ard wiſely to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Kirks purpoſe andintention in every 
particular, and their poſſibility to performe and prattiſe,as circumſtances 
concurred, or were contrary : As for example, they intended reſident Xie 
nifters, one or moe, as Kirks were of largeneſſe , with Elders and Dea- 
cons. Item, Dottors of Divinitie for Schools, Aſſemblies generall, pro« 
vinciall, weekely meetings for the interpretation of the Scripture , which 
afterward at Edinburgh the 7. oe July, 1579. were judged to be a 
Presbyterie : And they abhorred _S , Oligarchie, and Hierar= 
chie : but with great paines and frequent meetings was abuſes condem- 
ned,and order eſtabliſhed ; ſo that for lack of ordmary Miniſters planted, 
C in that reſpett lack, of lawfull Aſſemblies, they were forced occafionally 
10 uſe $ uper-intendents,and Viſiters of Countries, who afterward in the 

generall eAſſemblie holden at Edinburgh the 4. of eAuguſt 1 5 90.when 
Presbyters were well and orderly conſtuute , were declared neither to be 
neceſſary, nor expedient, 

Fourthly, the firſt and ſecond booke of Diſcipline, penned by the Mini- 
wiſters of the reformed Kirke, and the firſt booke at the charge and com- 
mandement of the great Councell of Scotland, ſubſcribed by the greateſF 
part thereof, and afterward by many more, as may be ſeene in the eAlts 
of the Kirk_: the ſecond booke ſtanding inſert in publick, Regiſter of the 
Kirk, ordained to be ſubſcribed by divers Alts of the Aſſemblie, and 
confirmed by prattiſe, are both for one end : Tow, to dirett reformati- 
on in Dottrine, Sacraments, and exerciſe of Diſcipline, and to reſiſt Ido- 
latrie and corruptions, The firſt hath more particular purpoſes : The 


ſecond ſets down more fully, and particularly the juriſdittion of rhe Kirk, 


as it agrees, or ts rnty, gy from the (vill Policie, the Office- bearers 


ze, the Aſſemblies of the Kirk, and aiſtinttions 
Office of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the Kirk, ; certaine heads of refor- 


mation, with the utility of the ſaid bookes , &c. Item , either of the ſaid 
bookes confirme the other , and neither of them aboliſh , or innovate the 
other. 
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ACIS 


OF THE GENER ALL AS- 
SEMBLY FOR CLEERING AND 


CONFIRMING THE SAID BOOKES 
OF DISCIPLINE, AND AGAINST 


THE ADVERSARIES THEREOF, 


For the Firſt Booke. 


J Ecauſe the lives of Miniſters ought tobee Edinburgh 
ſuch, as thereby others may beprovoked {#!. z0, 
[to godlincſſe, It becomes them firſt to be 1552 
tried, after the triall of the Superinten= 
deats, ifany man have whereof to accuſe 
LY, aYIthem in lite, doArine, or exccution of 

MAE! their office, After the Miniſters, mult the 
> Elders ofcyery Kirk be tried,&c, In that 
| whole ordinance anent triall,and in the Con- 
ftutution following anent the ſubje ion of all 

forts of Miniſters to the Diſcipline of the Kirk, there u no mention of 

Biſhops, or any ſorts of Prelates, as not acknowledged to bave any place 

in the Miniſtry of the Reformed Kirke. 

Mr, Alexander Gordone, called Biſhop of Galloway, HE 
petition for the Superintendencic of Galloway, was refuſed,becauſe 
hee had not obſerved theorder of calling Superintendents, and in 
the meane time was required ta ſubſcribe the booke of Diſcipline, 
Where it ts evident that by his Epiſcopacy he might exerciſe. no Mini- 

fteriall dutie and although he was preſented by the Lords,yet they would 
C | wor 


Ibidem. 
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wot admit bins to be Super-intendent, except hee ſubſcribed the books of 
Diſcipline. And let this be remembred for the ſubſcription of others, of 
whons there may be ſerne 4 great number at the end of che ſaid booke. 
tbidem, Tt isconcluded by the whole Miniſters afſembled, That all Mini- 
ſers ſhall be fubjeR to their Super-intendents, in all lawfull Ad- 
monitfors,as 1$ preſcribed as well in the booke of Diſcipline, as in 
the cleQtion of Super- intencdents, Here obſerve two things, Firſt that 
Super -intendents might not doe what pleaſed them: Sec ondh , that obeds- 
ence to bee performed to them was injoyned by the Kirk,, and ſet downe in 
the beoke of Diſcipline,andin the eleUttion of Super-intendents. 
13idem; A Minilter lawfully admitted,ſhall.not bee removed, but accor- 
ding to the order of the booke of Diſcipline; ſo that the laid booke 
is both the warrant of orderly admiſſion, and orderly removing. 
Edinburgth According to the fourth head of the booke of Diſcipline concer- 
= 5- ning the lawfull cleRion of Miniſters, the Aſlemblic ordaines, That 
"5%  Inkubition ſhallbe made teall and ſandry perſons, now ſerving in 
the Miniſtery, who have not entred into their charges by the order 
inthis fame head appointed. And this A to have (trength as well 
againſt them that are called Biſhops, as others pretending any Mi- 
miſery within the Kirk, 
Edinburgh , It was thought needfull, for further confirmation of the booke 
Decers. 25, Of Diſcipline, that the Earle Marſoal, Lord Ruthwen, Lord Secre- 
1562, tar, the Commendator of Kilwinzing, the Biſhop of Orkyay, Clerk . 
of Regiſter, Inftice Clerke Mr. Henry Balnaves, D avid Forreſter,and 
Mr.GeorgeBuchanax,or any three,or four of them,ſhould over-ſcc 
the ſaid booke, and diligently conſider the contents thereof,noting 
their judgementin writ, and report the ſame to the next. Aﬀſems- - 
bly generall of the Kirk: or,ifany Parliament chance to be in the 
meane time, that they report their judgements to the Lords of the 
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Articles,that ſhall to be choſen before the ſaid Parliament. 
Ty theſe it 15 evident, that onr Kirk acknowledged the firſt books to bee 
: 


books of Diſcipline, nnd no wayes to be abolifoed, but for the nſe of | 
the Kirkgo be further confirmed. , 4 "Y 
For the ſecond Booke of Diſcipline. 
a Nent the canſes of the Kirk, and juriſdiAion thereof, the AL 
| ly appointed, the laird of D ans, Mr. Jobn Winram,. Mr. 
Tohy Spettiſwod, Mr. John Wiffock,Supcr-intendents;Mr. obhn Row, 
George Hay, Robert Pont, Chrij Guam, Thom Drimond, 


— emcee - 4A. = 


has i —»2&'Þ- 26 


m_—_— — Li 


: dts of the Grnerall Afterebhies, - 
Robert Hanmiltoun, Clement Little, the lairds of Landie, Elepbin- 
ftoun, Karnal, Kers, and Thomas Stor of Abbottiſhalt, to conveen 
the morn after the preaching, and to reaſon and conferre anent the 


faid cauſes and juriſdiction, 
Ordaincs an humble ſupplication to bee made to the Loxds of Edinburgh ' 
ſecret Councell, anent the commiſſion of juriſdiQion, Decem. 25» 


granted to the Biſhop of $, Awdrewes, to the cifeR, that their ho- $566. 

nours may ſtay the ſame, in reſpe& that theſe cauſes, for the moſt 

pu jud ged by his uſurped authority pertaine to the Kirk, and ' 
owbcit tor hope of good things the Kirk did over-ſcce the Queens 

Majeſties Commiſſion given to ſach men, who for the moſt part 

were cur brethren, yet can the Aﬀembly no wayes be content 

that the Biſhop of Saint eLudrewes, a conjured enemy te Chriſt, 

uſe that juriſdi&tion; as alſo in reſpe& of that coloured commil(- 

fion,he might uſurpe againc,his old uſurped authority,and the fame 

_—_ bee the mcane to oppreſſe the whole Kirk by his corrupt 
udgement. 

. The whole Aſſembly thought meet that certaine brethren be ap» Edinbwygh 

pointed to concurre at all times with fach perſons of Parliament,of Decem. 2x. 

{ecret Councell, as my Lord Regent 


s Gracc hath nominate for ſuch *557- 
affaires as pertain to the Kirk and jurifdi&ion thereof, and alſo for 
dcciſion of queſtions that may occurrein the meane time,viz, Mrs. 

Tohn Knox, % Ton Craig Miniſters of Edinburgh:The Supcr-intcn- 
dents of Angus, and Lothiane, David Borthuike, Thomas Mackcal- 

z4n, David Lindſay Miniſter at Leith, George Hay at Ruthven, and 

Tohn Row at S. Johnſton, 

Letters dire&cd from the Aﬀembly by their Commiſſioners;to Edirbweb 
the Earls, Lords,and Barons,viz. the Earls, Hwazly, Argyle,Caſſels, 71g? ** 
Rothes, Marſhal, Munteith,and Glexcarne;to the Ts S, Boyd, Dru- ts 
mond,S anchar Heres,Tefter, Cathcart, Mr, of Grabane, Fleming, Le- 
vingſton Forbes,Salton ,Glames,Ogilvie,Mr. of Sinclare, Gray, Oli- 

\ Methven,Innermeth,M. of \ chem ,Lockinvar,Gar- 
lies,Shireff of Air,Glenarguher Sir In, Hamiltoun, Boxington; Com- 
mendatarcs, Arbroth, Kilwinning,Dunfermling, Saint Colms, New- 
bottel, Halyjroed honſe,ſhewing them that the Afſembly had of long 
time travalled both in publick and private , with alleſtates, conti- 
nually craving of their honours in ſpeciall, that the courſe of the 
Evangell of falvation, now onceof the liverall mercy of God.re» 
ſtored to this Realme , might continue to all their comforts, and 


their poſterigies. And that for the firthcring and maintaining 


z Aits of the General Aſſemblies. 
thereofa perfeRt policy and. fall liberty might bee granted to this 
reformed Kirk within Scotland, &c. | | 
Edinburgh | An Article preſented to my Lord Regent, That his Grace would 
Iw.1,1563, cauſc ſuch as arc appointed of theCouncel,convenc with them that 
arcappointed of the Afſembly, to confer anent the juriſd1ion of 
the Kirk, 8 to decide therein,that time & place may be condiſcen- 
ded upon to that cffe, and that it be done beforethe Parliament. 
Edinburgh My Lord Regents Grace ordaines the perſons nominate in the 
Tul.1.: 569. a& of Parliament to convene the time of the next chekker, and 
deine and limitate the juriſdi&ion of the Kirk, according to the 
word of God, and a& of Parliament made there anent Extrad?. 
att. ſecretarii conſilis, Alexander Hay, 
Edinburch Articles pertaining to the juriſdiction of the Kirk to be propo- 
Martii 5, ned to the Regents Grace and ſecret Councell, and ſought to bee 
1570, appointed by them, 1, That the Kirk have the judgement of true 
and falſe Religion, of doarine, hereſies, and ſuch like, annexcd to 
the preaching of the word, and miniſtrations of the Sacraments, 
2. Ele&ion, cxamination,and admiſſion of them,that are admitted 
to the Miniſtery, or other fun&ions of the Kirk, charge of ſoules, 
and Eccleſiaſticall benefices , the ſuſpenſion, and deprivation of 
them there-from for lawfull cauſes. 3. All things concerning the 
Diſcipline of the Kirk which ſtand in correion of manners, ad- 
monitions, excommunications, and receiving to repentance. 4, 
The judgement of Eccleſialticall matters betwixt perſons that 
arc inthe Kirk, and eſpecially among them that are conſtitute in 
the Miniſtery, as well concerning beneficiaric cauſes, as others. 
5. Iuriſdi&ion to proceed by admonitions, to the proceſle of cx- 
communication, if need be,againſt them that rob the patrimony 
of the Kirk, pertaining to the Miniſtery, or otherwayes intromet 
therewith unjuſtly, whereby the Miniſtery is 11 danger to decay 
by. occaſion of the poverty of the Miniſters, 6. And becauſe the 
conjun@ion of Marriages pertaines to the Miniſtery, the cauſes 
of adherence and divorcements ought alſo to pertaine to them, 
as naturally annexcd thereto. | | 
Edinburgh , Brethren appointcd to make an overture of the policic, and ju- 
Apr. +4. riſdiion of the Kirk , 8&c, For the Weſt country, the Biſhop of 
I576.Seſſ Glaſgow, Mrs. Androw Melvil, Androw Hay, James Graig,D avid 
6, (uninghame; For Lowthiane,Mrs, Robert Pont, Iames Lowſon,D 4- 
vid Lindſay, Clement Littil, and Alexander Simme. For Fyfe, the 
Super-needent thereof, with th piocpall maſters ofthe Vn 
Veruty- 
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Aﬀts of the Generall Aſſemblies. F 
verſitie, For Angus and Adeyns,the Laird of Dunne, William Chry- 
 Peſone, Tobi Row, William Rind, Tchn Dankeſone: for Aberdene,Mrs. 

Tehn Craig, Alexander Arbuthnet, George Hay , and their perſons 
to conveen, ilk country and rank in the placcs following, viz. The 
Weſt in-Glaſcow: Lithian, in E daburgh, Fyfe, in Saint Andrewes: 
Angus, in:Montrow: the firft: Tueiday of /wne next to come, to 
confer and: adviſe upon the ſaid matter, and to have generall 
meetivg or conventions, two, or anc at leaſt , of 11k country, in 
Stirling, the laſt of Tuly thereafter, to. communicate and cognoſce 
upon their -whole travels and latours taken herein, and to con- 
ferre hereupon, and report what they have found, ard conceived 
in the faid matter, tothenext Aſſembly, 

The brethren depute to the conceiving and forming of the heads Edinburgh 
of the policie of the Kirk, being called to give account of their di- Oftcb, 1. 
ligence, preſented the ſame as they had made partition thereof '57 7” 


at the Afſembly in Stirling. The heads penned by Maſter. John 
Row, and Iames Lowſon, were read, and nothing faid againſt, cx- 
cept that one of the ſaid Mr, /obx, his Articles was referred to fur= 
ther diſputation, All men being required, that had any good rea- 
ſon or Argument to propone, in the contrary to alledge the fame; 
or if they would not publickly reafon on the faid head, to reſort 
to the ſaid Commiſſioners, where travell ſhould bee taken to ſatiſ- 
fie them; leaving to them liberty alfo, before the heads berecol- 
le&ed and ordered in one body, to make argument, as they thinke 
good againſt the ſame... 

The Laird of D#n thought the head given to him obſcare. The 
-Aſſembly deſired him to conferre with the remanent Commiſſio= 
ners the morneat 7. houres, that he may be reſolved of the mean- 
ing thereof, 

The Remanent heads being prolix,were thought good to be con= 
tracted in ſhort propoſitions to be preſented topublick reading, 
' . "Seſs., 2. f 

The head committed to Mr, Androw Hay, being read in face of 
the Aſſembly, nothing was proponed againſt the fame, exceptthe 
Article anent the ſuſpenfion of Miniſters,referred to further reaſo- 
ning. D avid Forguſone his part being read,the 18, Article was re- 
ferred,and nothing ſpoken againſt the reſt, The points committed 
to-Mry. Lxdrow Hay,Robert Pont, David Lindeſay,nothing alled- 

ed in the contrary, The heads committed to Mr. John Craig read , 
me things were defired to be contraQted, and others referred to 
further reaſoning. —_ RR © 
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qumeeratthe policy being whally ond inqoliantincyobeb 

eat WALLY Feag 1N- ; c 
Aſſembly, it —_ thought cxpedient that their whole travailcs and 
worke in this matter being now diſperſed, (ſhould be reviſed and 
pcruſed by ſame brethren, and digeſted and diſpoſcd in Loy and 
convenient order,to be thereafter preſented to the Aſſembly. And 


' for that cffe the Aſſembly appointed the brethren Mrs. /avzes 
. Lowſone, Androw Melvill, Jobs Craig,George Hay,to convecnc to» 


gether to _—_ the hourcs and place thereto, and to remaine 
thercat while the matter be brought to an end, And inthe mcanc 
time, if it pleaſe any to reaſon with them in the matter, to have ac- 


« ccſle thereto, 


Seſs,6. 
Commiſſioners direRted from this Aſſembly to the Regents 
Grace for informing his Grace anent the traycls of the Kirk in the 


. matter and argument of the policy, returned, and reported, his 


Grace liked well of their travels, and labours they tooke in that 
matter,requiring expedition,and haſty outred thereof. 


eſs. 9. 

The brethren appointed to colleR the heads of the policie prc- 
ſented of before,reported the famegathered and colleAcd in order, 
and digeſted in one body,and all men were required,thar had good 
rcaſon,or argument to propone, to offer them thereto. I hree heads 
were called in doubt,One de Digsonats,ancther de jure Patronatus, 
the third de Divorcis, wherein they were not reſolved, nor fatiſ- 
fied, As to the rcft,nothing was thought in the contrary, nor op- 


poned thereto. 
Theſe three heads ſtanding in controverſic, and diſputed in «- 


 rramque partem, yet farther diſputation was reſerved to the morne 


to any man that liked to take the part of reaſoning upon him a- 
gainit the ſaid heads. Becauſe the matter of the policy of the Kirke 


collecd by tho brethren, is not yet in ſuch perfe& forme;as is re- 


-qQuiſite, and ſandry things arc largely intreated, which would bee 
- more ſummarily handlced,others required further dilatation,for re- 


colleing thercof, and putting the ſamein good order,and forme, 
and for avoiding of ſuperfluity, and obſcurity , the ſabſtantialls 
being kept, The Aﬀſembly preſcatly hath willed their beloved bre- 
thren, Mrg. R. Poxe, and James Lowſon, to take traycll and labour 
inthe premiſles, And to the cffect, that the worke ——_ 
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better compleat, and in readineſle againſt the next generall Aﬀem= 
bly, e's ordained to begin at Edinburgh the 25. Of: O Bobey 
next to come, the Aﬀembly hath ordained them. brethren the 
Laird of Dus, Mrs. Alexander Arbuthnet, Anelrow Metoill, Toby 
Craig, Andrew Hay, George Hay, Jolm Row, D avid Lindefay, Toh 
Diunkeſoxe,to aſſemble & convene together the 19, of Ofober next 
in Edmburgh,to reviſe and conſider the travcls of the faid brethren, 
that the ſame may be the more adviſedly proponed publickly, as is 
faid. In the mean time fuch as pleaſe torcaſon in the matter, to 
have accecſſe to the ſaid brethren. And likewiſe ordained the viti- 
tours of Countries, to make intimation to the Barons, that the ſaid 
work is in hands, and to be treated inthe next generall conven- 
tion, deſiring their preſence and concurrence thereto. 

Becauſe the matter ofthe policy, and juriſdiion of the Kirk, Edinburgh 
committed to therecotle&ing, forming, and diſpoſing of certain COa4. 
brethren,being now preſented by them, was thought expedient to ?? 7*- 
be propounded and intreated the morne after the reading ofthe ge. 
nerall heads thereof, The whole brethren were required to ade 
viſe with themſelves, if they found any other head neceflaric to be 
diſputed then thoſe, and to ſignific the ſame to the Aﬀſembly the 
morne. My Lord Regents grace deſired the Aſſembly to proceed 
forward carncſily in the policic, wherein they werelabouring and : 
to put the ſame toan end. | 

The reſt of this day being conſumed in examination of thetra- - 
vells taken upon the policie, as is noted thereupon to the next Sel - 
ſion, the Afſcmbly ordaines it to be proceeded further in, 

Seſs. 6. 

This Seflionbeing wholly imployed inreaſoning upon the heads 
of the Juriſdiion of the Kirk,the ſame argument was ordained to. 
be followed out the morne, fo farre as time may ſerve thereunto. 

The heads of the policic and juriſdi&tion of the Kirk being rdinurgh 
| wholly rcad, and thought good that the fame ſhould be preſented 006. 254. 

to-my Lord Regents grace,as agreed upon by reaſoning ambng the 577+ 

brethren, ſaving the head de Ds4cond:#,w hich is ordained tobegi- 
ven in with anote,that the ſane is agreed upon by the molt partof : 
the ANEEG prejudice of farther reaſoning, to the effe& - 
that the faid heads may be put i» Aſ»nado, diſpoſed and ſet in good 
order, according to the mind of the Aﬀembly, The Aﬀembly hath 
willed Mrs. James: Lowſon, Robert Pont, D avid Lindſay, and the 
Clerke of the Aﬀembly to labout with diligence therein, and = | 


Wh” 


-——. 


"> 
a 

Mn == < "y 

—— 


$ Als of theGenerall Aſſemblies, 
fame being putis Mundo by them according to the originall to be 
ſcenc,and reviſed, by Tohn Du1keſown David Forgu/ox,the Laird of 
Dun, Mr. Iam:s Carmichael , and Tohn Brad, and-bciog ſcen by 
them according to the aid originall, to be preſented by the faid 
Mrs, James Lowſen, Robert Pont and David Lindſay, together with 
a ſapplication penned and delivered to them by the Aﬀſembly un» 
to my Lord Regents grace, and in caſe conference and reaſoning 
bee ſoughtby his grace upon the ſaid heads preſented to his grace, 
the Aſſembly hath ordained the Laird of Dax, Mr, Patrick 4Adam- 
Jon, John Craig, Iohn Row, Alexander Arbuthnot g Androw Melvill, 
Tames Lowſos, Robert Pont, Davia Lindſay, Androw Hay, George 
Hay ,and [ohn Dunkeſon to concurre and await upon the faid confe» 
rence,as they {ball be adyertiſed by his Grace. . 
Edinburgh For as tnuch as the generall Aſſembly hath thought meet, that 
Avril. 24, the travels taken by them upon the policie, ſhall be preſented to 
i578, the Kings Majcity, and his highneſſe Councell, it was found mect 
that belore the copics thereof were delivered, they ſhould be yet 
reviewed and oyer-ſecen by Mrs, Robert Pont, Tames Lowſon, and 
D avid Lindſay, and being written over,according to the originall, 
one copy ſhould be preſented by them to his highneſle, with a ſup- 
plication penned by them to thateffe&, and another copy to the 
Counſell. The time tobe at the diſcretion of the ſaid brethren, ſo it 
be before the generall faſt. And in caſe conference and reaſoning 
be craved upon the faid heads, the Aﬀembly hath nominated Mr, 
Tobs Craig, Alexander Arbuthnot, the Laird of Dun, William Chri. 
ſteſon, John Row, D avid Forgaſon, Robert Pont James Lowſon, David 
Lindſay, Tohn Dunkeſon, Androw Melvill, Androw Hay, Tames 
Craig, tg concurre and convene at ſuch times appointed by the 
King and Counſel as advertiſement ſhall be made to them by the 
faid three brethren, And that the laid Commiſſioners at the ſaid 
conference, reaſon alſ> in the head of the ceremonics, and how 
-farre Miniſters may meddle with civill affaires , and if they may 
yote in Counſcll or Parliament, ; 
Edinburgh Tt was required, that ifany brother had any reaſonable doubt, 
24- 4þril, or argument to propone anent the head de Diaconatr , that hee 
* ſhouldbe ready the morne t9 offer his reaſons, where hee ſhall bee 
hcard and reſolved. | 
According to the ordinance made yeſterday , all perſons that 
have any reaſonable doubt, or p—_—_— to propone againſt the 
head of the policic, were required to proponethe ſame, and none 
offered any argument to the contrary, =» The 
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As of the Gentrall Aſſemblies, 9 


Thegenerall Aſſembly of the Kirk finding univerfall corruption 15idew- 


of the whole eſtates of the body of this Realme , the great cold- 
nefſe and ſlackneflein Religion in the greateſt part of the profe(- 
ſors of the ſame, with the dayly increaſe of all kind of fearcfull 
ſinnes and cnormities, as inceſt , adulterics, murthers, and namely 
recently committed in Ediwbargh,and Sterling, curſed facriledge, 
ungodly ſedition and diviſion within the bowels of the Realme, 
with all manner of diſordered and ungodly living, which juſtly 
hath provoked our God, although long-ſuttcring and paticnt,to 
ſtretch out hisarmein his anger, to corre and vile the iniquity 
ot the land, and namely by the preſent penury, faminc, and hun 
ger, joyned with the civill and inteſtine feditions , whereunto 
doubtleſſe greater judgements muſt ſucceed, if theſe his corre&i- 
ens work no reformation nor amendment in mens hearts, Secing 
alſo the bloudy concluſions of the crucll Counccls of that Romas 
beaſt, tending to cxtermine, and raſe from the face ofall Exrop, 
the true light of the bleſſed word of falvation : for theſe cauſes, 
and that God of his mercy would blefe the Kings highneſle, and 
his regiment, and make him to haye a happy and proſperous go- 
vernment,as alſo to put in his Highnes heart, and in the hearts of 
his noble Eſtates of Parliament, not onely to make and eſtabliſh 
good politick lawes for the weale and-good government of the 
Realme, but alſo to ſet and eſtabliſh ſuch a policy , and diſcipline 
in the Kirk, as is cravedin the word of God, and is contained,and 
penned already tobe preſented to his Highnes, and Councell,that 
1n the one,and the other, God may have his due praiſe,and the age 
to come an example of upright and godly dealing. Therefore 
the Aſſembly hath ordained the A preceding hercanent, to be 
preciſely kept in all points. 


Foraſmuch as 1n the laſt Aſſembly commiſſion was given to Ccr- Sterling 
taine brethren to preſent to the Kings Highnes and Councel, the Funii 10, 
hcads of the policie of theKirk, with a ſupplication to his Grace; 1578. 


Kirk, and thereafter his Grace preſented to the Councell the ſaid 


The Aflembly defired the report of the brethrens procecdings, 
wha expounded, and ſhew, that according to their commiſſion, 
th2y cxhibite to the Kings Majeſty a copy of the heads of the poli- 
cy, with the ſupplication unto his Grace, who gave very comfor- 
table & good anſwer, That not only. would he concurre with the. 
Kirk inall things that might advance the true Religion, preſently 
profeſied within this Realm,but alſo would be a proteRor for the 


ſups 


20 Afts of the Gentrall Aſſemblies. 
ſupplication, who nominate perſans to conferre in the matter, 
and by his Majeſtics procurement obtained of the Councell, that 
they might chooſe ſo many Miniſters to conferre, as was at length 
agrecd upon,which conference is ready to be ſhowen, 

In reſpe& that at the defire of the Aﬀembly , a certaine of the 
Nobility were convened, viz. my Lord Chancellor, the Earle of 
Montros, my Lord Seatonn, my Lord Lyndſay,it was cxponed and 
ſhowen to the Moderator of this Aſſembly, what care, and Rudy 
the Aﬀembly had taken to entertaine and keepe the purity of the 
fincere word of God, unmixed with the invention of their cwne 
-heads, which their fpeciall cace was to reſerve to the poſterity 
hereafter, And ſeeing that the true religion is not able to continue, 
nor endure long, without a good diſcipline and policy, in that part 
have they alſo 1imployed their wit and ſtudy, and drawane forth out 
ofthe pure fountaines of Gods word, ſuch a Diſcipline as is meet 
to remainein the Kirk, which they preſented to the Kings Maje- 
ſty,with their ſupplication, at whoſe direQion certaine Commiſ- 
fioners were appointed to reaſon with ſuch as were deputed by 
the Kirk, where the whole matter being diſputed, was reſolved 
and agreed, except a few heads, and thereafter againe preſented to 
the Lords of the Articles, that the ſaid Diſcipline might have 
place, and bee eftabliſhed by theaRts and lawes of the Realme, 
wherein no the lefle their travells have not ſucceeded, praying 
therefore the Nobility preſent, as well openly to make profeſſion 
to the Aﬀſembly, if they will allow, and maintaine the Religion 
preſently eſtabliſhed within this Realme, as alſo the policy and 

diſcipline already ſpoken of, and to labour at the King and Councels 
hands,for an anſwer to the heads follewing,to wit, That his Graco 
and Councell will cſtabliſh fuch heads of the policy, as were al- 
ready reſolved and agreed upon by the faid Commiſſioners, and 
caufe fach others as were not finally agreed on to be reaſoned, and 
put toanend, and that his Grace and Councell will reſtore to the 

irk theaQ of Parliament concerning the Thirds 2 And that none 
yote in the Parliament in name of the Kirk, except ſuch as ſhall 


* have commiſlion from the Kirk to that-effeRt. And that preſents- 


tions to benefices be direed to the Commilbioners of Countrics, 
where the benefices lie. And to the end that the matter may 
'bee the better and ſooner exped, that their Lord(hips would ap- 
point ſuch time convenient thereto,as they may beſt ſparc,that ſuch 
of the brethren as .ſhallbee named thereto, may wait upon _ 

Os 
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Honours, Hercunto the faid Noblemen anſwered, that a partof 
them had made a publick profeſſion of this Religion before,al- 
waycs now they declaro and profeſſe the Religion preſently pro- 
f:ſſed within this Realme, and that they ſhall maintaine the 
to their power. As to therclt, they think good the King and his 

Councell bee ſuited, and they ſhall inſiſt with the King for anſwer 

thereto, The time to that cffeR they ſhall notifie to the Aſſembly 

the morne, 

That becauſe in the laſt conference holden at Sterling by his Edinburgh 
Graces command concerning the policy of the Kirk, certaine Ar- {#6 7. 
ticles there ancnt remaine yet unreſolved, and referred to fixxther * 579+ 
conference, Therefore the Aſſembly craves of his Majeſty that per- 
ſons unſpotted of ſuch corruptions as are deſired to be reformed, 
may be nominate by his Majeſty to procecd in the further confe- 
rence upon the ſaid policy, and time and place to be appointed to 
that cff<&, 

The queſtion being proponed by the Synods of Lowthiave tothe riidew, 
genzrall Aſſembly ancat a generall order to be taken for erecting 
of Presbyteries in places where publick exerciſe is uſed, unto the 
time the policy of the Kirk be ctabliſhed by law; It is anſwered, 
that the exerciſe may be judged tobe a Presbytery, 

An Article propounded by the Commiſſioners of the Kirk tO myygye, 
his Majeſty and Counccll, that the booke of policy may bececſta- Iaii 123.) 
bliſhed by an a& of privy Councell, while a Parliament bee had,at 1580. 
which it may bee confirmed, 

Foraſmuch as travells have beene taken in the forming ofthe G/,ow, 
policy of the Kirk, and divers ſuits made to the Magiſtrate for ap- 4pril# 24. 
eqs thereof, which albeit hath not yet taken the happy cf» 155+ 

t which good men would crave, yet that the poſterity d 
Judge well of the preſent age, and of the meaning of the Kirk, the 
Aſſembly hath concluded, that the booke of policy agreed to in 
divers Aſſemblies vefore , ſhould beercgiſtrate amongſt the As 
of the Aſſemblics, and remaine therein ad perpetaam res men- 
riam: And the Copies thereof to be taken by every Presbytery, Of 
the which booke the Tenour followeth, &c. 

For as much as it is certaine, that the word of God cannot bee gdinturgh 
___ the owne ſincerity, without the holy Diſcipline be had in ug. 4. 
obſervance, It is therefore by common conſent ofthe whole Bre- 1 599. 
thren.and Commiſſioners preſent,concluded,that whoſocyer hath 5©ilowy 
borne office in the miniſtery of the Kicks within this Realaxe, oc pan 
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Edinburgh 
Tulii 2, 
1591, 


Edinburgh 
Tulii 30. 
F562, 


Edinburgh 
Decem.25, 
x562, 


that preſently beares, or ſhall hereafter beare office herein, ſhall 
bee charged by. every particular Presbytery where their reſidence 
is, to ſubſcrive the heads of Diſcipline of the Kirk of this Realme, 
at lengt!1 ſet downe and allowed by a& of the whole Aſſembly, 
inthe book of policy, which 1s regiſtrat-in the Aſſembly-bookes, 
and namely the. beads controverted by enemies of the Diſcipline 
ofthe reformed Kirk of this Realme, betwixt and the next Syno- 
dall Aſſemblies of the Provinces, under the paine of excommunt- 
cation to be executed-againſt the non-ſubſcrivers , and the Presby- 
teries which ſhall bee found remiſle or negligent herein, to re- 
ccive publick rebuke ofthe whole Aſſembly. And to the effe& 
the laid | Diſcipline may be knowne, as it onght to be,to the whole 
brethrengIt is ordained that the Moderator of each Presbytery ſhall 
receive from the Clerke of the Aflembly, a copy of the {aid booke 
under his ſubſcription, upon the expenſes of the Presbytery, be- 
twixt and the firſt day of September next to come, under the patn 
to bee opealy accuſed 1n face of the whole Aſſembly, . 

The Aflembly ordaines,that the Diſcipline contained-in the aRs 
of the generall Aſſembly be kept as well in Angus. and Arn, as 
1n all other parts. 


ACTS CONCERNING THE 
Adverſaries of Diſcipline, 


it is to bee marked,that ſuch as adhered to Papiſſry pwere enemies both to reform4- 
tion and Diſcipline, and ſuch as embraced the true Religion, whether Kirkmen 
or other Profeſſors, and yet Pgeſſed the Kirk rents, were not onely.unhearty 
friends, bat, nder colour and in policie, az great hinderers a4 lovers of the bene- 


fices and livings belorgirg to the ſcrvice of God, 


Lexander Gordon, being Biſhop of Galloway, is no other wife 
Aacknowledged by the Aſſembly-in reſpet of fpirituall fun- 
tion,then as a private man void of Juriſdia10n: and thereforc hee 
and the reſt of that ſort, arc not ſimply ſet downe by their title of 
Biſhop,but by a note as it were of degradation; ["/o called ] to wit, 
by cultome, but by no right, 
The ſaid Mr, Alexander Gordon without reſpeR to his place ,or 
Biſhopricke, is inrolled after the Super-intendents, and is thus de- 
ſigncd, Mr, Alexander Gordox, intitulatc Biſhop of Galloway, and is 


there leited for the Super-intendencie of Dunfrice, Liddiſdaill,and 


Galloway and gets commiſſion to preſent Miniſters, Exhorters,and 
Readers, for planting of Kirkes, and to doe ſuch other things as ' 


hath becneherctofore accuſtomed, Maſter. 


——_ 
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Mr. Alexander Gordon,named Biſhop of Ga#oway,was removed, s.1chn{or; 
out of the Afſembly, and accuſed.by the Laird of Gairles; his exe Tunii 25. 
caſes were not found altogether relevant,and theretars the Aſſems! 563+ 
bly appointed order to be taken anenttho-matter complained upon, 

The Aſſembly ordained commiſſions to be given tothe: Biſhops !#idem. 
of Galloway, Orkyay and Catzes, forthe ſpace of a yereatter - 4 
date hercof;to plant Kirks &c.within their owne bounds,and that 
the Biſhop of-Galloway haunt, as well the Shuefdome: of Wig- 
toun as the Stewardic of Kwkywbright,reckoned within his bounds, 

It was then ordained , that when any bencfice ſhall chance to [bidew. 
vake, or is now vacant, that a qualificd perſon be preſented to the 
Super-intendent. of that Province where. the benefice vakes, and 
that he being ſufficient be admitted Minilter to that Kirk which is 
deſtitute of a Paſtor , that ignorant Idiots, bee not placed inſuch 
roomes. by them that are yet called Biſhops,and arc not. 

Mr. Robert Pont complained upon the Biſhop of D«xb/azxe, that Tbidem, 
the ſaid Biſhop lately ſaid, and cauſed ſay Maſle in D wnblane, con- 
trary to the tenor of the Act thade thereanent, &c. | — - 

Remember to make ſupplication to the Queenes Majeſty.and Ibidem. 
her Councell , for remitting the thirds , or any part thereof to the 
Biſhops, that arc eleRed by the Kirk, to bee Commiſſioners to 
plant Kirkes within their bounds. 

A ſentence of unquhile James Biſhop of Roſſe, Commiſſioner to Ibidem, 
unquhile James Archbiſhop of Saint Andrewes,pronounced againſt 
Tames Hammiltoun of Kincavel,was declared wicked,ungodly,and 
wrangully led, 

Biſhops, Abbots, Priors; and other Perſons beneficed, being of Edinburgh 
the Kirk, who reccive teinds and awaite not on the flock commit= Decem. 25: 
ted to their cure,nather preſent themſelves to the Generall Afſem- 7 556+ 
bly, are ordained to be ſummoned by the Super-intendents to com- 
paire at the next generall Aſſembly, to give their aſſiſtance and. 
counſell in ſuch things as appertaine to Chriſtian Religionand 
preaching of the true word, and further to know the Ordinance 
oi the Kirk to be made thereanent, Fel 

Adam, called Biſhop of Ork»ay, and Commiſſioner, was accu- ITY 
{cd that he,being Biſhop and Commiſſioner occupied the roome of > =o 6th 5 
a Magiſtrate in the Seſſion, his ſheepe wandering without a Paſtor, 1 567. 
and retaines in his company Sir Francis Bothwel, a rank Papilt, to 
whom he hath given benefices,and placed him as Miniſter in thoſe 
Kirkes; as alſo that hce folemnized the marriage. of ce EEne, 

ks att Liege 0 "_ 


Thidew, 


Edinburgh 
Tulii 1, 
1568, 


biden. 


Ibi dem. 
Edinburgh 


Fulit 5. 


156g. 


14 Atts of the General Aſſemblies, 


and Earle of Bothwell 8c, and for the faid cauſes was deprived. 

Alexander called Bilhop of Galoway, Commiſſioner, accuſed 
that he hath not viſited, theſe three yeeres by-gone,or thereby,his 
Kirkes within his charge;that he hath givea himſclfe over altoge= 
ther to hant the Court, and cleane left the othice of viſiting, and 
planting the Kirkes, and hath now procured to be one of the Seſſi- 
on, and privy Councell, which cannot agree with the office of a 
Paltor or Biſhop;and alſo hath reſigned Ivch/ chaffroy in favours of 
a yong child,and ſet divers lands in tag a7 pub- 
lickly that hee had offended in all things were laid to his charge. 
And for certaine conſiderations the Aﬀembly continued him (till, 
untill the next Aſſembly, upon certaine conditions of his diligence 
in his Charge, 

No man ought to injoy or poſſeſſe the patrimony of the Kirk, 
without doing of their dutifull ſervice, And becauſe it is knowne 
that there are many of that number, to whom God hath given ſuch 
gifts, wherethrough they might profit greatly in the Kirk of God, 
it was thought neceſſary, that admonitions bee made by the whole 
Aſſembly, to ſuch as brooke benefices, that they apply themſelves 
according to the gifts given to them by God, and as the Kirk ſhall 
judge them able, to cnter inthe Miniſtery, and continue thercin. 
And becauſe all the faid Perſons are not preſent to heare the yoice 
ofthe Aſſembly, [t is ordained,that Super-intendents and Commiſ- 
ſioners, that ſhall be appointed for planting,and viſiting of Kirkes, 
give the ame admonitions particularly to the ſaid Perſons within 
their bounds, requiring them in name of the Aſſembly to beat the 
next generall Aſſembly,&c. 

An Article preſented to my Lord Regents Grace, bearing,that 
it is thought very unreaſonable that the Papiſts, enemics to Gods 
Kirk,and this Commor.-wealth, and others, that labour not in the 
Miniſtery,ſhall poſſeſle freely, without impoſition,the two part of 
rar pa and the Kirk, which labours, ſhall not poſleſſe the 
t . 

The Biſhop of Orkyay reſtored againe, and Mr. John Row ap- 
pointed Commiſtioner of Galloway. 

Ordaines Alexanacr Gordane Gretimes Commiſſioner of Gal- 
loway to repaire to the next generall Aſſembly of the Kirk, to an- 
ſycre to ſuch things as ſhall bee laid to hischarge, &c. and inthe 
means time inhibites him to uſe any funAion within the Kirk of 
God, conferm to the At made againſt him the &, of 1»/y 15 68.in 
the generall Aſſembly. FR Im Adam 
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Adem B.of Orkney was accuſed for not fulfilling of the injunRi- 1bidem. 
ons appointed to him by the Aſſemblics in the m. of 7«4y, 1568, 

p. of Orkyay being called to the office of a Biſhoprick, and Sterling 
promoted to the profits thereof, and ſuffered by the Kirk, receives Febr, 25. 
charge topreach. the o—_—_ to bee alſo: Commiſſioner of the '5*9- 
Country of Orknay, which hee reccived, and excrcilcd for a cer= 
taine ſpace, while now of late he made a Simoniacall change with 
the Abbacie' of Hali-rudhous, although yetbroaking the name, and 
ſtiled Biſhop of the ſame; icontrary to all lawes both of God and 
Man, made againſt Sim. Secondly, he dimitted his cure inthe 
hands of an urqualized perſon, without the conſent of the Kirk, 
leaving the flock deſtitute without a ſhepheard, whereby not one- 
ly ignorance is increaſed, but alſo moſt aboundantly all vice and 
horrible crimes there are committed, as the number of 690, per- 
ſons, convict of inceſt, adultery and fornication, bearcs witnes. 
Thirdly, hee hath given himſelfe daily ta the exccution of the fun- 

Aion of a temporall Judge, as to bee a Lord of Seſſion, which rc- 
quires the whole man, and fo rightly in naither can hee cxerciſc 
both: And tiles himſclfe with Romane titles, as Revercnt Father 
in God, which pertaines tono Miniſter of Chriſt leſus,nor is given 
to any of them 1n Scripture, Fourthly, in great hurt,and defraud of 
the Kirk, he hath bought all the thirds of the Abbacic of Halirud- 
hous, atleaſt, he hath made Simoniacall change thereof with the 
rents of Orknay. Fifthly,ke hath left theKirks,partly unplanted,and 
partly planted,but deftitute of proviſion. Sixtly,ſome of the Kirkes 
are ſhcepfolds, and ſome of them ruinous. Seventhly,he hath tra- 
duced both publickly and privatly the Miniſters of Edinburgh, ab- 
ſented himſelte from -preaching in that Kirk, and fram receiving 
the Sacraments. | 

Excommunication dire&ed againſt Patrik, called Biſhop of E4bwgb 
Murray, tobee executed by Mr. Robert Pont Commiſſioner their, y—_ F. 
with the aſſiiance of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, | Y 

Robert Biſhop of Canes to aſliſt Tohn Gray of Fordel in viſiting Edinburg 
the Kirkes there. $5 | Mart. 5- 

Iohn Biſhop of Saint Andrewes accuſed, firſt that he had giyena Ciletered 
bencfice to Mr. George Lauder ſuſpeRt of Papiltric, 2. Thathe 0- tug. 6. 
verſaw adultery in Zruntiland, 3. He ſuffered M. Aſagnus Hylc io 1573- 
he uncontrouled underold adulterie, 4, That he viſited by others, 
and not by himſelfe. -5. That in his default the exerciſe of Saint 
HAndrewes was likely to decay. 6, That ſuch as had offended. in 

Lows 


rs "As of theGrnerall Aſſemblies. 
' * Lowthias, heteceives in Saint Audrowes, and admits fone toifun- 
Aion in the Kirk that are not able, and untricd,chicfly ſuch as come 
; out of Lowthiane, and Mers, © : THREE DAS. 
Tbidem. , © \ The: whole Afﬀembly heares that he hath received the name of 
Mc. Fames Riſhop, but hath not nſzd the office of a Biſhop; within his bounds 
a _ "_ hee hath not procceded againſt Papilts, he is ulpeR df Simony be- 
unke'. twixt the Earle of Argile and him,ancnt the profites of the Biſhop- 
rick; he 1s ſuſpect of perjury in receiving the ſame Biſhoprick, be- 
canſe he gives acquittances, and the Earle receives the ſilver of the 
Biſhoprick, 
ividem, Alexander Gordon Biſhop of Galloway accuſed, 1. that hee in- 
truſed himſelfe in the office of the Miniſtery, within the burgh of 
Eadinbargh : 2. He perſwaded and enticed the people to rebell a- 
gainſt our Soveraigne Lord ; 3, Hee refuſed to pray for our Sove= 
raigne Lord, approving another Authority: 4, Bcing forbidden by 
the generall Aſſembly to have any intromiflion with the Pariſho- 
ners of Halyrud-hous, he compelled them to receive the Sacra= *' 
ment, then abuſed by him within Zdinbargh,cauſing his pretended 
Baillies, and the men of warre, to compell the ſai poore people: 
5. Being ſworne by his ſolemne oath, for due obedience to our So» 
veraigne Lord, and his Graces Regent,and authority,brake his ſaid 
oath , by ſitting in pretended Parliament for difpoſleſling of our 
faid Soveraigne Lord of his royall crowne, and authority : 6, O- 
penly inPulpt the gave thanks for the 11ughter of Xatthew Earl of 
Lennox, of good memory ;ſaying that it was God moſt juſt judge- 
ment, and exhorted the people to doe the ſame: 7, That hee was a 
perverter of the people, not onely before the reformation, but alſo 
divers times fince.It was concluded,that he ſhould make publique 
repentance.in Sackeloth three ſeycrall Sundaies;Firſt,in theKirk of | 
Edinburgh; Secondly,in Halyrud-hous; Thirdly , in the Quzenes + 
Colledge, under thepaine of Excommunication. 
Ibidem, AMlexander © {my to the ſecret Councell, preſented certaine ' 
heads proponed by my Lord Regent to the preſeat Aſſembly, 
whereof one foilowes: My Lord Regents Grace mindes,that with 
all convenient diligence qualified perſons ſhall bepromoted to the 
Biſhopricks now vacant, the delay whereof hath not beene in his 
owne Grace his default, but by reaſon ſome cntreſſe was made to 
theſe livings, in favours of certaine Noble-men before his accepta- 
tion of the Regiment; yet his Grace 1s perſwaded , that qualified 
perſons ſhall ſpeedily bee preſcated, and in caſe of failzte, will 
| not 
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not faile without the others knowledge and conſent to preſent. Edinburgh 
The Aſſembly hath concluded, that the Juriſdition of Biſhops Mer. 6. 
it-thcir Ecclefiaſticall fun&ion ſhall not excecd the Juriſdiction '573: 
of Super-intendents, which heretofore they have had and preſently 
have; and that they ſhall willingly bee ſubjeR to the Diſcipline 
appointed by the generall Aſſembly, as members thereof,as the Su- 
intendents have beene heretofore in all ſorts; and that no Bi. 
{hops give collation of any benefice within the bouncs of Super+ 
intendents, without their conſe;:t and teſtimoniall ſuvſcrived with 
their hands : And that Biſhops in their owne Dioccſcs, viſit by 
th-mſclves, where no Super-1ntendents are, and give nocollation 
of bencfices, without conſent of three well qualified Miniſters, &ce 
The Biſhop of D#nket ordained to confeſſe his fault pullick ,,;, 
ly in the Kirk of D#xke4,tor not cxecuting the ſentence of the Kirk - 
againſt the. Earle of Arhol. 
George, Biſhop of Murray, ordained to be ſummoned to make 14;4s, 
his Purgation of the fornication alledged committed by him with 
the Lady Araroſſe. 
Biſhops,Super-intendents,or Commiſſioners of Countries,that £41yburgh 
be found negligent in their office, or doc not their debtfull charge, 4ugul. 7. 
cither in their viſitation, teaching, or life, the Aſſembly hath dc» 1574+ 
creed and ordained, that they ſhall be puniſhed and correed ac- 
cording to the quality of their faults,cither by admonition, put lick 
repentance, ſuſpenſion or deprivation ſimpliciter, at the ſight of the 
Gid Aſſembly. 
Biſhop of Dexkel, Biſhop of Brechin, Biſhop of Murray, Biſhop Edintwyh 
of Glaſgow removed, and particularly complained on, Gy, 7 
The Biſhops of Gatoway, Daunkelt, Brechin, Dumblaine, Yles, þ- $4 eb 
being preſent , John Dwurie one'of the Miniſters of Edinburgh pro- yuguiri 6. 
teſted,that the triall of Biſhops prejudge not the opinions and rea» 1575, 
fons which hee and other brethrenof his minde, had to oppone a» 
gainſt the faid office,and name of Biſhop. 
Anent the queſtion propounded by certaine brethren, whether r6;dew, 
if the Biſhops , as they arc now in Scor/axd, have their funRion of 
the word of God, or not; or the C hapiters appointed for creating 
ofthem in this reformed Kirk : for better reſolution hereof, the 
generall Aſſerbly of the Kirk appoints Mr. [obn Craig,\ iciſter at 
Aberdein, Mr. James Lowſon, Miniſtcr at Edinburgh,uid Vir, An» 
drow Melvi,principall of the colledge of Glaſgow on the one part; 
Mr. George Hay, Commuſſioner of - aitnes, Mr, Tobn th. 
; Q 


— 


Ibidem. 


_ qualities as the word'o 


part,to conycen,reaſon,and conterreupon the-faid queſtion, and to 


I {tr of the General {ſſemblics. 
of Pearth, and Mr. David Lisd{ay Miniſjer at Leith op thepther 
report their Iodgrmcnts ard opinions thereupon to the Aſſembly 
before the diſſolving thergof, if they be reſolved betwixt and the 

fame, 48 5: te. WIPES 
"They think it not expedient preſently to anſwer direAly to the 
firft queſtion , but if my Biſhop ſhall be choſca who hath. paſuch 
God requireth, let him;be tried by the ge- 


nerall Afſembl, 4: »ovo, and ſo depoſed, 


 Thepoints wherein they agree concerning the Office. - + 
| of a Biſhop or Swper-intendent. | 
| | | 


'Tlrſt, the name of Biſhop iscommon to all them that hath any 


-Þ particular flock , over the which hee hath a peculiar chargeas 1 
well to preach the wordas to Miniſter the Sacraments,and taexc- | 


% 


cute the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, with conſent of his:Elders. And 


” 44 #4 _ 


this is his chiefe funion by the word of God, 


Out of this number may be choſen ſome to have power to viſe 


” 


- fachreaſonable bounds, beſides his owne flock, as the generall A- 


Ihidew, 


ſembly ſhall appoint ; and in theſe bonnds to appoint Miniſters, 
with conſent of the Minjſters of that Province, and:the conſent of | 
the flock to whom they be appointed: Alſo. to appoint. Elders and | 
Deacons in every particular Congregation , where there. 1s none, | 
with conſent of the people thereof, and to ſuſpend Miniſtersfor 
reaſonable cauſes with conſent af the Miniſters forefaid. _ | 

* Biſhops being preſent,their diligence is tried,and:they are accu | 
{cd for want of particular flockes, Cilapidation, and other faults. : 
 Anent the adyice and opinion of the brethren given concer- 
ning the queſtion moved anent, Bifhops, the whole Afſembly, for. | 
the greateſt part, after reaſoning, and long diſputation upon every 
Article of the faid brethrens opinion, and advice, reſolutely affir- | 
mcd, and approved the ſame, and eycry Article thereof, as isalſlo 
above ſet downe, And,tothe.cffe& that the faid Articles conde= | 
{ccnd-d upon by the faid Aſſembly,may be the better followed-out, | 
and ready cxecution may enſue thereupon, as a incs, ordaines 
the Biſhops which hath-not as. yct reccived :the. charge: of a par-. 
ticular Copgregation, to condeſcend the. morne, what” particular 
flocks they will accept to take the.cure of: - 8: 


£ 


© Forthe more commodious viſitation af Countrigs, there is ap- 
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 Afts of the Center all Aſernblies; | fs 

pointed forevety Shire foureor five Biſhops, Supet-ititenidetts} 
and Miniſters,and Articles of viſitation ſet downe. _ , - 

Anent the demand 6f Mr. | Aud/#w Hiy Parfon of Ranthriw, if lidem; 
every Vifiter within his owne bounds hathlike power, and juriſ 
diction to plant Minifters,fuſpend,and depoſe for reafonable cauſe: 
The Aſſctiibly'reſolyed affirmative, that they haveAalike power ahdl 
juriſdi&tiontherein, as is contained in the particular Articles con- 
ccrning the juriſdicion of the Viſiters, | 

For as much as there is great corruption in the eſtate of Bi= x4;vpurgh 
hopes as they are preſently made in'this Realme , where'into the Aprilis 24. 
Kirk would' provide ſome ſtay in time comming, ſo farre/as they 1578 
may, tothe effe<& that further corruption may be bridled:therefore 
the Aſſembly hath concluded, that no more Biſhops ſhall bee ele- 
&ed , or made hereafter before the next generall Aﬀembly of the - 
Kirlediſchargihg'al Mihiſtersand Chapiters topfoceed any wayes 
in' the' cleQion of the hid Biſhops'in' the meane time, under the 
pins of perfetuifdeprivation fromtheir offices, 

The A& above written cxtendedtb-alt tines to'come; and all. 5,4-1;ng 
Biſhops already. coed oh uired to ſubmit themſelyes: to.the ge- Tulti £1, 


nerall romp. © cohErhing the reformatibn of the corruption of i578. 
that: eſtate, which ibthillior the' Biſhbb of D#rMaik willinþly 
offered to tho Aﬀenibly, '* «| | | | 


| 8 $5 ll 
For as much as the office of a Biſhop, as it is now uſed; and Duxdj, 
commonly taken within this Realme, hath no ſure warrant,autho- Iii. 2. 
rityz nor good -geoudd out of the: Scriptures, \but'is brought in by 1580- 
the folly and cprrupge of mens jnycntiqns', to: the great' ovcr- kgs. 3 
throiv of the Kirk of God, The whole Afſembly-of the Kirk in one. juqged 2a 
voice, *after liberty given to all men to reaſon in the mattcr, none lawtull & 
opponing- ttimfelfe itrdef=ndingttic faid pretended Offike, Findes diſcharged, 
and declares thefarhe preteinded! Office-uſed ant ;teried, / as is as 
bovefaid \-umlawfull in thei ſelte; as having 'neſther fandament, 
ground; mor warranit within the word of God; and ortlaints, That. 
all ſuch perſoos as bruike;or ſhaltbruike, hereafter the ſaid Office, ! 
ſhalt -becharged/firhply www © leave off the lame, as an 
Office whercinto theyarengt called of Gods; Apdtachtiketode- 
ſiſt,andreaſe fromill-preachinggmiiniſtrationbfthe Sacraments;oe-* | 
yy Lt of Paſtors; while they Tcceive ds nevoade 
wn 'ftom the gehefall  Aﬀembly; under;the-paine of Excoms 
nninicayion to be uſed againſt them. Whercia if they be found dif 
E 3 obedicnt, 


$ynodall 
Aſem. 
blics ap- 
pointe 
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obcdient or contradia this a in any point , the fentence of Ex- 
communication after due admonitions to bee cex:cuted againſt 
them, And. for better execution of the faid AR, It is ſtatute,that 
a Synodall Aſſemily ſhall be holden in every Province, where any 
uſarping Biſhops are, and begia the 18, of Avgsft.next tocome, 
where to they Dal :e called and ſammoncd by tne Viſitors of the 
ſaid Countrics, tv compcirc before their Synodall Aſſemblies, and 
namely, the Biſhop of Saint Andrewes, to compeir in Saint Au- 
drewes, i he Biſhopof Aberdene in Aberdere , The Bilhop of Glaſcow 
in Glaſcow, The Biihop of Mwrray in Eg/yne, to give obedience to. 
the ſaid Act ; which if they refuſe to doe, That the faid Sinodall 
Afſſemblics thall appoint certaine. brethren of their Mioiſtery, to 
give them publick Admonit,ons out of the Pulpit,and warnethem. 
un caſc they difobey,To compeir before the next generallAſsembly 
to be holden at Edinbargh,the 20 of Ofober next to come, to heare 
the ſentence of Excommunication, pronounced againſt them for 
their diſobedience. And to this AR the-Biihop of D anblaxe agreed 
lubmitting himſelfe tobee ruled thereby. T1 


The twelfth Parliament holden at Edinbwrgh, the fifth of 
Tune, the yeare of God 1592. yeares, by the rightex- 
cellent, right high ard mighty Prince I a w = s: the fixt, 
by the Grace of God, King of Scortes:with advice of his 
Three Eſtates, | 


Ratification of rheliberty of the true Kirk: 0 f generall and Syno-. 


dail 4 (ſemblies : Of Presbyteries; Of Diſcipline. All lawes of 
 Jaolatty are abrogate : Of Preſentation to Benefices, 


Cat LJR Soveraigne Lord andEſtates of this preſentParlia- | 


8A v ment; following the laudable, and good example of 
We 2 their Predeccſsors, hath ratified, and: approved, and by 
© the Tenqur of this preſent AR, ratifies and approves all 


lidertics,priviledges,immunities,and freedomes whatſocver,given 
and granted by his Highneſs, his Regents 'in his name, or = | 


his 'Predeceſfsours, tothe truc and boly Kirk preſently cftabltihe 
within this Realme, and declared inthe firſt AR of his Highneſsc 
Parliament the tweaty _ Ottober, the yeare of God 1579. 
yeares. Angall, and whatſocyct ARts of Parkament, and Statutes 
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Made of before by his Highneſſc, and his Regents , anent the li- 
berty and freedome of the faid Kirk; and ſpecially the firſt A of 
Parliament, holden at Edinburgh, the twenty foure day of Ottober, 
the yeare of God 1581, yearcs, with the whole particular Acts 
there mentioned ; Which ſhall be as ſufficient as if the fame were 
here expreſſed: and all other Acts of Parliament made fince, in fa-: 
vour of the true Kirk, and ſuch like, ratifics and approves the ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies appointed by the ſaid Kirk, and declares that it 
ſhall bee lawfull to the Kirk and Minillers every yeare, at the leaſt, 
and oftner pro re nata, as occaſion and neceſlity ſhall require, to 
hold and keepe generall Afſemblies:Providing that the Kings Ma» 
Jelty, or his Commiſſioners with them, to bee appointed by his- 
Highnefle, bee preſent at ilk Generall Aſſembly, before the diſſol= 
ving thereof, nominate and appoint time and place, when and 
where the next generall Afemvly (hill bec holden :; and ta caſf=- 
neither his Majelty, nor his ſaid Commiſſioners be preſent for the 
time in-that Towne, where the faid generall Aflembly is holden: . 
Thenand in that caſe it ſhall bee leaſum to the faid generall Aſſem- 
bly by themſelves tonominate and appoint time and place, where 
the next generall Aﬀembly of the Kirk ſhall bee kept, and holden, 
as they haye beene in uſe to dog in times by pa?. And alſo rati- 
fics and approves the Provinciall and Synodall Aſſemblies to bee 
holden by the faid Kirk and Miniſtergtwice ilk yeare, as they have 
beene, and preſently are in uſe to doc within-every Province of 
this Realme 2 And ratifies and approves the Presbyteries,and par- 
ticular Seſſions appointed by the ſaid Kirk, with the whole Diſci- 
line and ariſdidlion of the fame Kirk agreed upon by his Maje- 
in conference had by his Highnefle with certaine of the Mint= 
ſters, convecned to that effe 4. Of the which Articles the Tenour 
followes : Matters to bee intreated in Provinciall Afemblices: 
Their Afſemblics are conſtitute for weighty matters, neceſlary to 
be tatrcated by mutuall conſent, and aſſiſtance of brethren within. : 
the Province, as nced requires.: This Aſſembly hath power to - 
handle, order, and redrefſc all things omitted or done amiſte inthe 
particular Aﬀemblies. It hath power todepoſe the otfice bearers. 
of that Province, for good and juſt cauſcs deſerving deprivation. + 
And generally their Aﬀemblics have the whole power of the par» . 
ticular - Elderſhips, whercof they are colleted.. Matters tobe in- 
treated in the Presbyterics : The power of the Presbyteries- is to 
wie diligent labours 1n the bounds Ra to-their charge, _ 
. 3 the 


az AF of Parkament. | 
the Eirkes be kept in good order: Toenquire diligently 6Fnighty' 
and ungodly perſons,and to travellto bring them in the way again | 
by Admonition,or threatning of Gods judgements,or by corre&t- 
on. It appertaines to the Elderſhip to take heed that the word of 
God bce purcly preached within their bonds, the Sacraments 
rightly miniſtred,, the Diſcipline entertained, and -Ecclefiaſticall 
goods. uncorruptly diſtributed. It belongs to this kind of Afſem- 
blies, tocauſe the ordinances made by the Aﬀemblics Provinciall, 
Nationall & generall to be kept and put in execuition,to make Con- 
ſitutions which concerne 76 pinoy inthe Knk for decent order. 
in the particular Kirk where they govern : Providing that they 
alter no rules made by the Provinciall,or generall Afſemblies; And 
that they make the Provinciall Aſſemblies forefaid, privic to the * 
rules that they ſhall make : and to aboliſh-Conſtitutions tending to 
the hurt of the ſame. It hath power to excommunicate the ob. 
ſtinate, formall procefle being led, and due intervalBof times ob- * 
ſerved, Ancnt .particular:Kirkesit they'bee lawfully tuled'by ff 
ficient Miniſters and Seſſion,they have powerand Juriſdi&ion tr 
their owne Congregation in matters Eccleluaſticall; And decrees ' 
and declares the Aﬀemblies, Presbyterics, and Seflions, Furifd i * 
onand DO forcſaid, to bee 11 all tirnes comming, molt Juft; 
good and godly in the felfe; Notwithſtariding of whatſoever Sta- 
tutes, As, Canons, Civill :x Municipall lawes made to the coni- 
trary : To the which, and every. one of them'their preſents ſhall / 
make expreſſe derogation, And becauſe there are divers Ads of * 
Parliament. made in favour of the Papiſticall-Kitk, tending td the - 
prejudice of the liberty of thetrue Kirkiof bg! rome ptofet- 
ſed within this Realme, Juriſdiion and Ditcipline thereof; ' 
which ſtand yet in the bookss of the AAtsof Patliament not abfrs- 
gated nor annulled, Therefore his: Highneſsc and"Eſtates forefaid; 
hath abrogated, caſsed,and annulled;and by the Tenonr hereof} ab-! 
rogates, calscs, and annulles, all 'Ats of Parliament madeby atly * 
of his Highneſse Predeceſsours, for maintenance of ſuperſtition | 
and idolatry withall, and whatſoever As; Lawes and Statutes 
madcat any timebeforetheday and datc hetcof, againſt the liberty 
of the truc Kirk, JuriſdiRtion-und Diſcipline theteof, as'the {ate 
is uſed andeexerciſed withinthisRealmes + © 
And in fpeciall, that part of the- ARof Partiaments HBtdavrart 
Sterhng, the fourth day of Novembtr, the yearc' of Got'' 1443, 
yearcs, commanding obedience to begivento A 
| Or 
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for the time : The AQ made by King James the third, 1n his Par= 
liament holden at Eawbpgrgb, the 24, of Febrnery,the yeare of God 
.14£0. yeares. And all other Afts whereby the Popes authority 
. Is eſtabliſhed, The A& of King Iames the third in his Parliament 
holdenat Edinbargh the 20, of November, the yearc'of God 1469, 
 yeares, anent the Saturday, and other vigilsto be holy dayes-from 

Evenſopg-to Evepſapg. | | 

Item, that parfof the At made by the Queene Regent, in the 
Parliament holden at Zdinburgb the firit day of February, the yeare 
of od 155 . ycares,gliving ipeciall licence for holding of Paſche 
and Zuill. Item, the Kings Majeſty and Eſtates foreſaid, declares, 
that the 129. Actofthe Parliament holden at Edinburgh, the two 
and twearicth of May, the yeare of God 1 5 84. yeares, ſhallno 
waycs be prejydaeialt, nor derogate any thing from the priviledge 
that God hath giveri to, the ſpirituall Office-bearers in the Kirk, 
concerning heads of Religion, matters of Hereſie, excommunica- 
tion, collation, or deprivation of Miniſters, or any: ſach like <(- 
fentialt cenjures, ſpecially: grounded and having warrant: ofthe 
word of God, Item , our Soveraigne Lord, and Eſtates of Parlia- 
' ment fore-ſaid, abrogates, caſſes, and annihilates the Acts of the 
fame Pazliamentholden at Edizbargh tho faid. yeare. x5 84. yearcs, 
ing commiſton. to Biſhops, apd other Judges, conſtitute in 
X leſialticall cauſes, to receive his Highnefse preſcutationty Be- 
nefices, to give collation thereupon, and.to put order toall-cauſes 
Fcclcfiaſtirall, which his Majeſty, and Eſtates aforesfaid declares 
to bee expired* inithe- ſelfe, and'to- beenult in time comming, of 
none availe, force or off And: therefore ordeinca all Preſenta- 
' rionsto.Benefices: to-hodirocte: the particular Preabyteries.in all 
- timecommingy With fall, pawer.to give collation.therenpan, and 
.* to, put. order. to all matters. and cauſes Eccleſiaſticall within 

, - - .. . thgir bounds, according to the Diſcipline of tho 

Kirk; providingthe fore-faid Presbyteries be | 
| bound and aſtriAed, to receive-and/ad- 
mit whatſoever -qualified* Mii 
| Reery prefotited by his: Maje= = 


THE 


rHE 
FIRST BOOKE OF 


DISCIPLINE. 


To the great Councell of Scotland now admitted tothe 
Regiment, by the providence of God,and by the Com- 
mon conſent of the Eftates thereof, Your Honours 
humble Servitours and Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus within 
theſame, wiſh grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with the perpetuall in- 
creaſc of the holy Spirit, | : 


AP Rom your Honours wee received a charge dated at E- 
dinburgh#he 29. of April, in the yeare of our Lord 
1560, requiring and commanding us in the name of 
I'S the eternall God, as wee will anſwer in hi preſence,to 
commit t0 writing, and in abooke deliver toyour wiſedomes our 
judgements touching the reformation of Religion which heretofore 
inthis Realme ( as in others) hath beene utterly corrupted : upon 
the receit whereof \ ſo many of us as were inthu Towne) did con- 
wveente, and in unity of minde doe offer unto your wiſedomes theſe 


+ ſubſequents for common order and uniformity to bee obſerved in 


this Realme concerning doctrine, adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
eleftion of Miniſters, proviſion for their ſuſtentation, Eccleſiafti- 
call diſcipline, and policy of the Church, Moſs humbly requiring 
your Honours, that as you looke for participation with Chriſt Fe- 
ſu, that neither ge admit any thing which Gods plaine word [hall 
not approve, neither yet that ye ſhall rejef# ſuch ordinances as t- 
qnity juſtice, aud Gods word doe ſpecifie, For. as wee will not bind 
| 90ur 
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your wiſedowes 10 our judgements further they wee ave able ta 
prove by Gods plaine Scriptures: ſo muſt we moſt humbly crave = 
of you, even 4s yewill anſwer in Gods preſence (before whom both 
ye and wee muſt appeare to render acconnts of all our fatts ) that 
ye repudiate nothing for pleaſare and affettion of men , which 
ye beenot able to improve by Gods written and revealed word. 


The firſt headof Dottrine, 


QE'2 that Chriſt Jeſus is he whom God the Father hath come 
manded onely to bee heard and followed of his ſheepe, wee 
judge it necefary- that his Goſpell bee trucly and openly preached 
in every Church and Afgembly of this Realme, and that all do» 
Arine repugnant to the ſame, be utterly repreſsed, as damnable to 


mans falyations 


The explication of the firſt head. 


Eſt that upon this generality ungodly men take occaſion to 

cavill, this wee adde for explicationz By preaching of the Go» 
ſpcll wee underſtand not onely the Scriptures ofthe new Teſta- 
ment, but alſo of the old,to wit,the Law,Prophets,and Hiſtories, 
in which Chriſt Jeſus is no lefſe contained in figure, then wee 
have him now expreſlcd in verity. And therefore with theApoltle 
we affirme,that all Scripture in{pircd of God is profitable to in- 
ſtru&;, to reprove, and to exhort,In which bookes of old and new 
Teſtaments, we affirme that all thing neceſlary for the inſtruction 
of the Church, and to make the man of God perfe, is contained 
and ſufficiently expreſſed. 

By the contrary dorine wee underſtand whatfocver men b 
lawes, counſels, or conſtitutions, have impoſed upoa the conſct- 
cnces of men , without the expreſſed commandement of Gods 
word ſuch as bee the vowes of chaſtity, forſwearing of marriage, 
binding of menand women to {:verall and diſguiſed appardlls, to 
the ſuperſtitious obſervation of faſting daycs, difference of meat. 
for conſcience ſake, prayer for the dead, and keeping ofholy dayes 
of certaine Saints commanded by man, ſuch as beeall thoſe that 
the Papiſts have invented, as the feaſts (as they terme them) of 
the Apoſtles, Martyrs,Virgines, of Chriſtmaſſe, Circumciſion, E- 

| | F piphany, 
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piphanie, Purification, and other fond feaſtes of eur Lady t which 


things becauſe in Gods Scriptures they neither havo commande- 
ment nor afſurance, wee judge them utterly to bee aboliſhed from 
this Realme : affirming farther that the obſtinate maintainers and 
teachers of ſuch abhominations ought not to eſcape the puniſh- 
ment of the civill Magiltratc, | 


The ſecond head of Sacraments. 
6 bu Chriſt Jeſus his holy Goſpell truly preached, of neceſſity 


it is, that his holy Sacraments bee annexcd, and truely mini- 
ſtred, as ſcales and vilible confirmations of the ſpirituall promiſes 
contained 1n the word; and they bee two, to wit, Baptiſme, and 
the holy Supper of the Lord Iefus, which are then rightly minj- 
ftred, when by a lawfull Miniſter the people, before the adminittra- 
tion of the ſame, are plainely inſtruted, and put in mind of Gods 
tree grace and mercy, offered unto the penitent in Chriſt Jeſus; 
when Gods promiſes arc rehearſed, the end and uſe of Sacraments 
preached and declared , and that in ſuch a tongue as the people 
doc underſtand-: when farther to them is nothing added, from 
them nothing diminiſhed, and in their praiſe nothing changed 
_ the Inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus, and practiſe of his holy 
oltles. 
for albeit the order of Geneva which now is uſed in ſome of 
our Churches, 1s ſufficient to inſtruct the diligent Reader how 
that both theſe Sacraments may bee rightly miniſtred, yet for an 
uniformity to bee kept, wee have thonght good to adde this as ſu- 
peraboundant. 

In Baptiſme wee acknowledge nothing to bee uſed except the 
element of water onely (that the word and declaration of the pro- 
miſcs ought to preceed we haye faid before) wherefore whoſoe- 
ver preſumeth in Baptiſme to uſe oyle, falt, waxe, ſpittle conjura- 
tion and croſſing accuſeth the perfe inſtitution of Chrilt ieſus, 
of imperfe&ion, For it was void of all ſuch inventions deviſed by 
men,and ſuch as would preſume to alter Chriſts perfe& Ord1- 
nance von ought ſeverely to puniſh. 

The Table of the Lord is then moſt rightly miniſtred when it 
approacheth moſt nearc to Chriſts owne ation. But plaine it is, 
that at Supper Chriſt Ieſus fate with his Diſciples; and theretore 
doe wee Judge that fitting at a Tablc is moſt conyenicnt to that 
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holy ation, that bread and wine ought to bee there, that thankes 
ought to bee given, diltribution of the ſame made, and commande- 
ment given that the bread ſhould bee taken and caten , and that 
all ſhould likewiſe drinke of the cupof wine, with declaration. 
what-both the one and the other is : wee ſuppoſe ne godly man 
will doubt: For as touching the damnable crrour of the Papiſts, 
who dare defraud the Common people of the one part of that 
holy Sacrament,to wit,of the cup of the Lords bloud, wee ſuppoſe 
their crrour to bee ſo mauifeſt, that it neederh no confutation: 
neither yet intend weeto confute any thing in this our ſimple 
Confeſſion,but to offer publick diſputation to all that liſt oppugne 
any thing affirmed by us. 

That the Miniſter breake the bread and diſtribute the fanie to 
thoſe that bee next unto him, commanding the relt, every one 
with reverence and ſobriety to breake with other, wee thinke it 
neereſt to Chriſts ation, and to the perfe pradtile, as wee reade 
in Saint Paul ; during the which action wee thinke it neceflary, 
that ſome comfortable places of the Scripture bee read , which 
may bring in minde the death of Chriſt Jeſus, and the benefit 
of the ſame. For ſ-cing that in that aRion wee ought chicfly 
to remember the Lords death , wee judge the Scriptures making 
mention of the ſame , moſt apt to ſtirre up our dull mindes then, 
and at all times, Let the diſcretion of the Miniſters appoint the 
places to bee read as they thinke good. What times wee thinke 
moſt convenient for the adminiſtration of the one and of the 0- 
= - theſe Sacraments, ſhall bee declared in the policy ofthe 

urch. 


The third head touching the aboliſhing 
of Idolatrie, | 


S$ wee require Chriſt Jeſus to bee truly preached, and his- 

ly Sacraments rightly miniſtred, ſo cannot ceaſe to require 
Idolatry, with all monaments and places of the ſame, as Abbeycs, 
Monkeries, Frieries, Nonries, Chappcls, Chanteries, Cathedrall 
Churches, Chanonrics, Colledges, others then preſently are Pariſh 
Churches or Schooles , to bee utterly ſuppreſſed in all bounds 
and places of this Realme (except onely > 4 wg Manſions, and 
dwelling places adjacent thereto, with Orchards and Yards of 
the ſame) as alſo that Idolatry may bee removed from — 
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ſence of all perſons, of what eſtate or condition that ever they be» 
within this Realme. 

For let your Honours aſſuredly be perſwaded, that where ido- 
latry is maintained, or permitted, where it may bee ſappreſſed,that 
there ſhall Gods wrath raigne, riot onely upon the blind and ob- 
ſtinate idolater, but alſo the negligent ſuff:rers, eſpecially if God 
have armcd their hands with power to ſuppreſſo ſuch abhomina- 
tion. 

By Idolatry wee underſtand, the Maſſe, invocation of Saints, 
adoration of Images, and the keeping and retaining of the ſame, 
> all honouring of God , not contained in his holy 
wor . : 


The fourth head concerning Minifters, and their 
lawfnll Eleftion. 


N a Church reformed, or tending to reformation, none onght 

to preſume cither to preach, cither yet to Miniſter the Sacra- 
ments, till that orderly they bee called to the ſame. Ordinaric 
Vocation conliſteth in Election, Examination, and Admiſhon, 
And becauſe that Ele&ion of Miniſters in this curſed Papiſtric 
hath altogether becne abuſed, wee thinke expedient to intreate it 
more largely, It appertaineth to the people, and to every ſeveral 
Congregation to cle& their Miniſter « And in caſe that they bee 
found negligent therein the ſpace of fourty dayes , The belt re- 
formed Church, to wit, the Church of the Super-intcndent with 
his Councell, may preſent unto them a man whom they judge apt, 
to feed the flock of Chriſt Jekus, who muſt bee cxaminated as 
well 1n life and manners, as in doqrineand knowledge. And that 
this may bee done with more cxaR diligence, the perſons that are 
to bee cxaminated, muſt bee commanded to appaare before men 
of ſoundeft judgement remaining in ſome princypall Towne next 
adjaccnt unto them, as they that bee in Fife Angus, Mearnes Or 
Straitharne, to preſent themſelves in Saint Andrewes, Thele that 
beein Eowthian, Merſe or Tevidaill to Edinburgh, and likewtle 
thoſe thatbce inother Countries mult reſort to the beſt reformed 
City. and Towne, that is, to the Towne of the Super-intendent, 
where, firſt in the Schooles, or, failing thercof, in open aſſembly, 
and before the Congregation, they muſt give declarationoftheir 
Sifts, utterance and knowledge, by interpreting: ſome place of 
_ Scrip= 
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Scripture to bec appointed by the Miniſtery; which being ended, 
the 49, that is preſented, or that offereth himſelfe to the admi- 
niſtration of the Church, muſt tee examined by the Miniſters 
and Elders of the Church, and that openly, and before all that liſt 
to heare, in all the chicte points that now bee in controverſie bc- 
twixt us and the Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, Arrians, or other ſuch cnc- 
mics to the Chriſtian Religion. In which,ifhee bee found found, 
able to perſwade by wholeſome doctrine, and to convince the 
gaine-ſayer, then muſt heebee direAted to the Church and Corgre- 
gation where hee ſhould ſerve, that there in open audienceof his 
Flock in diverſe "pn Sermons , hee may give confeſſion of his 
faith in the article of Juſtification, in the Otjice of Chriſt Jeſus, 
of the number, cffe&, and nſc ofthe Sacraments, and finally of the 
whole Religion which heretofore hath beene corrupted by the 
Papiſts, It his doAtrrine bee found wholeſome and able to inſtru 
the ſimple, and if the Church juſtly can reprehend nothing in his 
life, dorine, nor utterance, then wee judgethe Church, which, 
before was deſtitute, unreaſonable, 1f they refaſe him whom the 
Church did offer; and they ſhould bee compelled by the cenſure 
of the Councell and Church, to receive the perſon appointcd, 
and approved by the judgement of the godly and learned; un- 
leſſe that the ſame Church, have preſented a man better,or as well 
qualized to the examination ,. before that this forcfaid triall was 
taken of the perſon preſented. by the conncell of the whole Church: 
As for exzmple, The councell of theChurch preſents to anyChurch 
a man to bee their Miniſter , not knowing that they arc other-- 
wiſe provided : in the meane time, the Church is provided of ano. 
ther, ſufficient uw their judgement for that charge, whom they. 
preſent to. the learned Miniſters, and next reformed Church to 
be examined, In this caſe the preſentation of the people, to whom 
hee ſhould bee appointed Paſtor, mult bee preferred ta the pre= 
ſentation of the councell,or greater Church, unlefle the perſon pre- 
kented by.the inferiour Church. bee judged unable of. the Regis 
ment by the Learned, For altogether this is to beeavoided, that 
any man bee violently intruded or thruſt in upon any Congrega- 
tion.. But this liberty with all carc muſt bee reſerved to cyery ſe- 
verall Church, to have their. Votes and Suffrages 1n eletion of 
their Miniſters, But violent intruſion weecall not, when the coun-. 
cclLofthe Church in the fcare of God; and for the falvation of the: 
people, offcexcthunto them a —_—_ man to inſtru them, —_—_ 
3 ney 
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they ſhall not bee forced to admit before juſt examination, as be- 
fore is faid, | 


What may unable any per ſon, that hee may not bee admit- 
* ted 0 th. olnifery of the Church, 


Tis to bee obſerved , that no perſon, noted with publique infa- 
my,or being unable to cdific the Church by wholelome dyArine, 
or being knowne of corrupt judgement, bee cither promoted to 
the regiment ofthe Church, or yet retained in Eccleſtaſticall ad- 
miniſtration, 


E xplication. 


B: publick infamy wee underſtand, not the common finnes 
and offences which any hath committed in time of blindnes, 
by fragility, (if of theſame by a better and more ſober converſa- 
tion hee hath declared himſelfe verily penitent) but ſuch capitall 
crimes as the Civill ſword ought and may puniſh with death 
by the word of God, For beſides that the Apoſtle r:quireth the 
life of Miniſters to bee ſo irreprehenſible, that they have a good 
teſtimonie from thoſe that bee without, wee judge it a thing un- 


_— and dangerous, that hee ſhall have publick authority to 
preat 


to others life everlaſting, from whom the Civill Magiſtrate 
may take the life — for a crime publickly committed, And 
if any objeR, that the Prince hath pardoned his offence, and that 
hee hath publickly repented, and fo not only his life is 10 aſſurance, 
but alſo that he > 4 on received to the Miniſtery of the Church; 
Wee anſwer, that repentance doth not take away the temporall 
puniſhment of the Law, ncither doth the pardon of the Prince re. 
move his infamic before man. 

That the life and converfation of the perſon preſented, or to 
be cleed may be the more clearcly knowne,publick edits ſhould 
be direAed to all parts of this Realme, or at the leaſt to thoſe parts 
where the perſon had beene moſt converſant: as where hee was 
nouriſhed in letters, or where hee continued fince the yeares of 
infancic and childhood were paſſed, Straight commandement 
would bce given that if any capitall crimes were committed by 
him, that they ſhould bee notified; as ifhee had committed wil 
murder, adultery, if hee ivere a common fornicator, a thicfe, a 


drunkard, 
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drunkard,a fighter, brawler, or contentious perſon. Theſe Edits 
-ought'to bee notified in the chicefe Citics, with the like charge 
- commandement, with declaration that ſuch as concealcd his 
finnes knowne did deceive and betray (fo farre as in them lay) the 
Church which is the Spouſe of Chriſt Jeſus, and did communicate 
-with the Ginacs of that wicked man. 


Admiſſion, 


"Fm Admiſſion of Miniſters to their offices muſt conſiſt in con- 
ſent of the people, and Church whereto they ſhall beappoin- 
tcd,and approbation of the learned Miniſters appointed for thcir 
examination. 

- Wee judge it expedient that the Admiſſion of Miniſters bee 
in openaudience,that ſome ſpeciall Miniſter make a Sermon touch- 
ing the dutic and office of Miniſters, touching their manners, con- 
verfation and life:zs alſo touching the obedience which the Church 
owecth to their Miniſters, Commandement ſhould bee given as 
well to the Miniſter as to the people, both being preſent : to wit, 
That he with all carefull diligence attend upon the flock of Chriſt 
Jeſus over the which hee is appointed Preacher : That hee will 
walke in the preſence of God fo fincercly, that the graces of the 
Holy ſpirit may bee multiplied inte him, and in the preſence of 
men fo ſoberly and uprightly, that his life may confirme 1n the 
eycs of men, that which by tongue and word hee perſwaded unto 
others. The people would bee exhorted to reverence and honor 
their Miniſters, choſen as the ſervants and Embaſſadors of the 
Lord Jeſus, obeying the commandements which they pronounce 
from Gods mouth and book, even as they would obey God him- 
felfe. For whoſoever heareth Chriſts Miniſters , heareth him- 
ſelfe; and whoſoever rejeReth and deſpiſeth their miniſtery and 
exhortation, rejeAeth and deſpiſeth Chriſt Teſus, Other ceremce- 
ny then the publick approbation of the people, and declaration of 
the chicfe Miniſter, that the perſon there preſcnted is appointed 
toſerve the Church, wee cannot approve; for albeit the Apoſtles 
uſ:d impoſition of hands,yet ſeeing the miracle is ceaſed, the uſing 
of the ceremony wee judge not neceflary. 

The Miniſter cle&ed, or preſented, examined,and as faid is,pub- _ 
lickly admitted, may neither leave: the flocke at his pleaſare to 
which hee had promiſed his fidelity and labours , neither yet may 
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the flock reje& nor change him at their appetite, unleſſe they bee 
able to convid him of fuch crimes as deſerve depoſition, whereof 
we (hall after ſpeake. Wee mean not but that the whole Church, 
or the moſt part thereof, for juſt conſiderations, may transferre a 
miniſter from one Church to another: neither yet meane wee, that 
men who new {crve as it were of benevolence, may not bee ap- 
pointed and cle&ed to ſerve in other places; but once being 10+ 
lemnely cle&cd, and admitted, wee cannot approve that they 
ſhould change at their owne pleaſure, 

Weeare not ignorant that the rarity of godly and learned men, 
| ſhall emeto ſomea jul} rcaſon why that ſo ſtrait and ſharpe ex- 
amination ſhould not bee taken univerſally, for ſo it ſhall appeare, 
that the moſt part of the Kirks ſhall have no Miniſter at all. But let 
theſe men underſtand, that the lack of able men ſhall not excuſc us 
before God, if by our conſent unable men bee placed over the flock 
of Chriſt Jeſus. As alſo that amongſt the Gentiles godly and 
lcarned men were alſo rare, as they bee now amongſt us, when the 
Apoltle gave the ſame rule to trie and examine Miniſters, which 
weenow follow. And laſt, let them underſtand that it 1s alike to 
have no Miniſter at all, and to have an Idollin the place ofa true 
Miniſter: Y ea and in ſome caſc it is worſe, for thoſe that bee utterly 
deſtitute of Miniſters, will be diligent to ſearch for them; but thoſs 
that have a vain ſhadow, doe commonly without further care con- 
tent themſelves with the ſame,and ſoremaine they continually de» 
ceived,thinking that they have a Miniſter, when in very deed they 
have none. For wee cannot judge him a diſpenſator of Gods my- 
ſeries, that in no wiſe can breake the bread of life to the fainting 
and hangry ſoules, Neither judge wee that the Sacraments can 
bee rightly miniſtred by him in whoſe mouth God hath put no 
Sermon of exhortation. The chicfeſt remedy left to your Ho- 
nours, and to us, in all this racitic of true Miniſters, is fervent 
prayer unto God, that it will pleaſe his mercy to thruſt out faith- 
full workmen in this his harveſt. And next, that your Ho, with 
conſent of the Church , are bound by your authority to compell 
ſuch men as have gifts and graces able to cdific the Charch of 
God, that they baltow them where greatclt neceſlity ſhall bee 
knowne, For no man may bee permitted to liveidlc, or as them- 
fclves liſt; but muſt bee appointed to travell where your wiſe- 
domes and the Church ſhall thinke expedient: We cannot preſcribe 
unto your Honours certaine rules how that ye ſhall — 
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Miniſters and learned men, whom God hath alrcady ſent unto you. 


But hercof wee are aſſured, that it greatly hindercth the Mo 
together, 


of Chriſts Goſpell within this poore Realme,that ſome 
abſtra& their labours from the Church, and others remaine alto«= 


ether in one place, the molt part of them being idle. And there= 


re of your Honors we require in Gods name,that by your autho= 
rity, which ye have of God,yc compell all men to whom God hath 
given any Talent to perſwadeby wholeſome dodtrine, to beſtow 
the ſame, if they bee called by the Church,to the advancement of 
Chriſts gloric , 2nd the comfort of his troubled flock, And that 
ye with the conſent of the Church, afſigne unto your chicfeſt 
workmen, not onely Townes to retnaine in, but Provinces; 
that by their faithfull labours, Churches may bee cre&ed, and or- 
der cſtabliſhed where noneis now, And if on this manner ye 
ſhall uſe your power and authority, chicfly ſecking Gods glorie, 
and the comfort of your brethren, wee doubt not but God ſhall 
bleſle you and your cnterprifes, ; 


For Readers. 


"EY the Churches where no Miniſters can bee had preſently} 
muſt bee appointed the moſt apt men that diſtin&ly can read 
the common prayers and the Scriptures, to exerciſe both them» 
klycs and the Church, till they grow to greater perfeRionz 
and in proceſlc oftime,he that is but a Reader,may attaine to a far- 
ther degree, and by conſent ofthe Church, and diſcreet Miniſters, 
may bee permitted to miniſter the Sacraments,but not before that 
hee bee able ſomewhatto perſwade by wholcfome doQtrine, beſide 
his reading, and bee admitted to the Miniſtery, as before$ ſaid. 
Some wee know that of long time have profcfied Chriſt Jeſus, 
whoſc honeſt converſation deſerveth praiſe ofall godly men,and 
whoſe knowledge alfo a_ greatly —_ the ſimple, and yet 
they onely content themſelves with reading; theſe mult bee ani- 
mated, and by gentle admonition encouraged by ſomecxhortati- 
en to comfort their brethren, and ſo they may bec admitted to ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments; but ſuch Readers 2s neither have 
had excrciſe, nor continuance in Chrifts true religion, mult abs 
ſtaine from miniftration of the Sacraments, till they give decla- 
ration and witneſſing of their honcſty and firther knowledge, 
that none bee admitted to —_— that arc qualified _ 

oc wore, 
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fore, but rather bee retained Readers, and fuch as are Preachers 
already, not found qualified therefore, by the Super-intendeat,bee 
placed to bee Readers. | 


The fifth head covcerning the proviſion for the Mi- 
fters, and for the diſtribution of the rents and poſ- 
{eſſions juſtly appertaixing to the 
| Charch, 


QEivg that of our Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, and his Apoſtle Pau/ 
J wee have, that the workman is worthy of his reward;and that 
the mouth of the labouring oxe ought not to bee muſſeled, of ne- 
ccllitic it is, that honeſt proviſion bee made for the Miniſters, 
which wee require to bee ſuch, that they haveneither occaſion of 
ſolicitude, neither yet of infolencie. and wantonnefſe, And this 
proviſion muſt bee made not onely for their owne fuſtentation, 
during;their lives; but alſo for their Wives and Children after 
them. For wee judge it a thing moſt contrarious to reaſon, god- 
linek and equity, that the Widow and the Children of him who 
jn his life did faithfully ferve in the Kirk of God, and for that 
cauſe did not carctully make proviſion for his family, ſhould after 
his death bee left comfortleſſe of all proviſion : which proviſion 
for the Wives of the Miniſters after their deceaſe is to bee re- 
mitted to the diſcretion of the Kirk. Difficile it is to appoint a 
ſevcrall ſtipend to every Miniſter, by reaſon that the charge and 
neceflity ofall, will not bee alike, For ſome will bee continuers 
in one place, ſome will bee compelled to travell, and oft to 
change their dwelling place (if they ſhall have charge of divers 
Kirkes;) among thele ſome will bee burdened with Wife and 
Children, and one with more then others, and ſome perhaps will 
bee fingle men. If cquall ſtipends ſhould bee appointed to theſe 
that in charge ſhould bee ſo unequall, cither ſhould the one faffer 
ic, or elſc ſhould the other have ſaperfluity and too mach. 

by ee judge therefore that every Miniſter have ſufficient where- 
upon to keepe an houſe, and bee ſaſtained honeſtly in all things ne- 
ccflary as well for pcping of his houſe and cloathes, fleſh, fiſh, 
cr things neceſſary, of the rents and trea- 

faric of the Kirk, at the diſcretion of the Co ation conforme 
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it is thought good that every Miniſter ſhall have atleaſt fourty 
bolls meale, twenty (ix bolls malt, to finde his houfe bread and 
drinke, and more fo muchas the diſcretion of the Charch findes 
neceſſary; beſides money for buying of other proviſion to his 
houſe and other necefſartes : ification whercof is referred 
to the judgement of the Kirk , to bee made every yeare at the 
choofing of the Elders and Deacons of the Kirk, Providing 
alwaycs that there bee advanced to cycry Miniſter ſufficient 
provyſion for a quarter ofa yeare beforc-hand of all things, But 
to him that travels from place to place, whom wee call Super- 
intendent, who remaines as it werea month or lefle in one place 
for cſtabliſhing of the Kirk , and for the ſame purpoſe cranging 
to another, muſt conſideration bee had, And therefore to 
wee thinke {ix chaldersbeere, nine chalders meale, three chalders 
oats, (ix hundreth merkes money, to bee ciked and paired atthe 
diſcretion of the Prince and Councell of the Realme, to bee 
yed to him in manner forefaid, The Children of the Mini- 
es mult have the libertics of the Cities next adjacent, where 
their Fathers labourcd, freely granted, They muſt have the pri- 
viledges 1n Schooles, and burſiſſes in Colledges; That is,that they 
ſhall be ſuſtained at learning, if they be found apt thereto : And 
failing thereof, that they bee put to ſome handy=craft ;or exerciſe# 
in ſome vertuvus induſtry , whereby they may bee profitable 
members of theCommon-wealth,and the ſame we require of their 
Daughters: To wit, that they bee vertuouſly brought up, and ho» 
neſtly doted when they come to maturity of yearcs atthe diſcre- 
tion ofthe Kirk. And this in Gods preſence wee witnefſe wee 
require not ſo much for our ſelves, or for any that appertaine to 
us,. as that wee doc it for the increaſe of vertue and learning, and 
for the profite of the poſterity to come, It is not to bee ſuppoſed 
that any man will Gdicae himſelfe and his Children fo toGod 
and to his, Kirk, that they looke for no worldly commodity, but 
this cankered nature which wee beare is provoked to follows 
vertue when it fſeeth profite and honour thereto annexed; and 
contrarily, then is vertue in many deſpiſed, when vertuouy and 
godly men are without honour : and fory would wee bee thar' 
poverty, ſhould diſcourage men: from ftudie, and following of 
the way of vertuo, by which they mightedifie the Kirkand' 
of Chriſt Jeſus, Nothing have wee ſpoken of the Rtipend of 
Readers, becauſceif they can doe —_— butreade, they neither 
- Ras” *; . Ye: 6 Can 
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ca bee called nor judged truc Miniſters, and yet regard muſt 
bee had to their labours ; but fo that they may bee ſpurrce for- . 
ward to vertue, and not by any ſtipend appointed for their rca- 
ding to bee retained in that eitate, To a Reader therefore that 
is newly centred , fourty merkes, or more or lefſe, as Pariſhioners 
and Readers can agree, is ſufficient ; Provided that hee teach the 
Childrenot the Pariſh, which hce muſt doe, beſide the reading of 
the common prayers , and tookes of the old and new Teſtament; 
If from reading hee begin to cxhort, and cxplainc the Scriptures, 
then ought his {tipend tobec augmented, till finally hee come to 
the honour ofa Miniſter, But if hee bee found unable after two 
yecrcs, then mult hce bee removed from that office,and diſcharged 
of all ſtipend, that another may bce proved as long. ' For this al- 
Wwayecs iS to bee avoided, that none who is judged unable to come 
at any time to ſome reaſonable knowledge whereby hee may 
cedife the Kirk, ſhall bee perpetually ſuſtained upon the charge of 
the Kirk. Farther it muſt bec avoxdcd, that nochild, nor perſon: 
within age, that is, within twenty one yeares of age, bee admit- 
tcd to the office of a Reader. But Readers ought to bee enduced 
with gravity and diſcretion, lelt by their lightneſle the prayers 
or Scriptures read bee of Icſe price or cltimation, It is to 2k aaa 
ted that the Reader bee put 1n the Kirk at the admiſſion of the 
Super-intendent. The other fort of Readers, who have long 
continued in godlines, and have ſome gift of exhortation, who 
arc of nope to attaine to the degree of a Miniſter, and teach 
the Children; wee thinke an hundred merkes, or more or 
leſſe, at the diſcretion of the Kirk, may bee appointed ; ſo that 
difference bee made , as 1s faid , betwixt them: and the Minji- 
Kers , that openly preaches the word and miniſters the Sacra- 
ments. ; 

Reſts yet two ſorts of people to bee provided for, npon that 
which is called the Patrimony of the Kirk, to wit, the poore, and 
tcachers of the youth-head. Every ſeverall Kirk mnſt provide for 
the poore withia it felfe : For fearcfull and horrible it 1s , that the 
poore, whom not onely God the Father inhis Law, but Chriſt 
Jeſus in his Evangell, and the holy Spirit ſpeaking by Saint Pax/ 
hath ſo carneſtly commended to our care, are univerſally fo con- 
temned and deipiſed, Wee are not Patrones for [iubborne and 
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for the Widow and Fatherleſſe, the aged, impotent or lamed, 
who ncither can, nor may travell for their ſuſtentation; wee ſay 
- that God commands his people to bee carefull; and thereforefor 
ſuch, as alſo for perſons of honelly falleninto dceay and poverty, 
ought ſuch proviſion to bee made, that of our aboundance their 
indigence might bee relieved. How this: moſt conveniently, 
and moſt _ ay bee done in every Citie,and other parts of this 
Realme, God will ſhew you wiſedome, and the mcancs, ſo that 
your mindes bee godly inclined thereto. All muſt not bee ſuf- 
fred to begge that gladly would fo doe,neither yet mnſt beggers 
remaine where they would; but the ſtout and ſtrong beggers muſt 
bee compelled to worke ; and cvery perton: that may not worke, 
muſt bee compelled to repaire to the: place where hee or ſhee was 
borne,unkefic of long continuance they have remaincd in one place, 
and there reaſonable proviſion mult bee ko for ſuſtentation, as 
the Kirk ſhall appoint, The order nor ſummes in our judgements 
can not particularly bee appointed unto ſuch times as the poere 
of every City, Towne and Pariſh bee compelled to repaire- to 
the places where they were borne, or of their relidence, where 
theic names and number muſt bee taken ard'put in roll; and 
—— the wiſcdome of the Kirk appoint Rtipends accor= 
G1NSHy. | | 


The Head of the $ uper-intendents. 


Ecauſe wee have appointed a larger ftipend:to them that ſhall 

bee Supcr-intendents then tothe reſt of the Miniſters, we have 

thought good to ſignific to. your -Honours ſach reaſons as meved 

us to make difference betwixt Preachers at this time, as alſo how 

many. -intendents wee thinke neceſſary, with their bounds, 

a eAionand cauſes that may deferve depoſition fromithat 
argc, 

Wee conſider, that if the Miniſters whom God hath endowed 
with his ſingular graces amongſt us ſhould bee appointed tofeve- 
rall- places. there to make their. continuall reſidence, that then the 
greatcſt part of the Realme ſhould bee dentitute of all doQrine: 
which ſhould not onely bee the occaſion of great murmur, but al- 
fo bee dangcrous to the ſalvation of many. And therefore wee 
tarechonght it athing pſt expedient this time, thc rom he 
| OS 3 WROK 


_ — 
= 


-» =. 
—— Og — 
— > <q 


_ - — 
— ww _ 


— —— PIERRE —ERCRDEr— Ty ET: A 2 — 
4 2.A©* __ _— IE Ss > > - —_ L. x Aa T = —_— 
._4 —— —_— —— —_ _ PL" = — 
— __ — _ - _ - 
* 
. 

_— _ - - . _ —_— D - - 

” 


- pr —_—— —_ 
- -_— 


—  — — EG =O ———_— - — _— —  —— OE — —— 
= * t—_ - a — _ 
—— ——_ + <4 <> . _ —S - —_— - 
CR  ..  C_—_—_ 
ets - WY _ . _ 


- _— 
- —- _— — 


3$ The Firs Booke of Diſcipline, 

whole; number of gedly and learned men, now preſently in this 
Realme,bce ſale&ed ten or twelve (for in fo many Provinces wes 
have divided the whole) to whom charge and commandement 
ſhould bee given, to oat and cre Kirkes, to ſet, order, and ap- 
point Miuilters, as-the former order preſcribes, to the Countries 
| thatſhallbee appointed to their, care where none are vow; And 
by their meancs, your loveand common care over all Inhabitants 
of this Realme, to wham youare equally debtors, ſhall evidently 
appeare; as alſo the ſimple and ignorant, who perchanec have nc- 
ver, heard Jeſus Chrilt truely d, ſhall come to ſome know- 
ledge : By the which many thatare dad in ſuperſtition and 1 
rance, ſhall attaine to. ſome fecling of godlinefle, by the which 
they may bee provoked to fcarch and ſceke farther knowledge 
ot God, and his true Religion and. _—— : whereby the 
contrary , if they ſhall bee negleRed , then they not onely 
grudge, but alſo ſecke the meanes whereby they may continue in 
their blindnes,or returne to their accuſtomed Idolatry; and there 
foro nothing wee defire more earneſtly then that Chrilt Jeſus bee 
univerſally once preached throughout thisRealme, which ſhall 
not ſuddenly bee, unlefſe that by you men becappointed,and com- 
palled faith to travellin ſuch Provinces as to them (hallbee 

Tigncd. 


The names of the places of reſidence and ſeverall Dio- 
ow: of the *—_amoFes, 


| The Super-intendent of Orkyay, whoſe Dioceſle ſhall 
comprehend the 1/es, Orknay, Zetlaxnd, and Cathnes, and Stra- 
x4ver:his reſidence to bee in Kirkwal. 

. The Super-intcndent of Roſſe, whoſe Dioceſlc ſhall comprehenc 
Rofſe, Sutherland, Murray, with the north 1les of the Skie, and 
ir ys ws With the adjacents : his reftdence to bee in the Channonris 
of Roſſe. 

-— ECL of Argyle, whoſo Diocefſe ſhall compre- 
hend Argie,K '7utire, Lorne, the ſouth The, Arran and Bwite with 
their adjaccnts, with Zochwhaber : his refidence to bee in Ar- 


and Burafe: 
= 
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The Super-intendegt of Zrecher , whoſe Dioceſſeſhall bee'the 
whole Shirefdomes\ of the Aernes, Angus, and thebrac of Afarre 
to Dee : his reſidence to bes in Brechen, © | 
The Super-intendent of Fyfe and- Fotheringhame to Stirling, 
apd the whole Shirefdome of Perth : -his reſidence to bee in Saint 
Anarewes, BENE 
. , The Super-intcndent of Edinburgh, whoſe Dioceſe hall com- 
prehend the whole Shirctdome of Lowrkian ind Stirling, and the 
South-fide of the water of Forth : bis reſidence to bee m Edin- 
burgh. | 
The Super-intendent of Jedbxrgh , whoſe Dioceſſc ſhall com- 
prehend the whole Tivitdasl, T weddail, Liddiſdail, and thercto is 
added by conſent of the whole Kirk, the Mer/e, Lawderdaill and 
#edaaill, with the forreſt of Errick : his refwence to bee in Tcd- 


burgh, | 
| &h. Super-intendent of G/a/gow, whoſe Dioceſſe ſhall com- 
rchend Cld/daill, Renfrew, Menteth, Lennox, Kyle and Cuning- 
am?: his reſidence to bee 1n Glaſpow, wy 
The Super-intendent of Dxfrieſe , whoſe Dioceſſe ſhall 
comprehend Galloway, Carrik,, Nithiſdal , Annandale with the 


reſt of the dailes in the Welt :. his xefidence to bee in D ame 


&, 

Ps men mult not bee ſuftered to live as your idle Biſho 

have done heretofore : neither muſt they remaine where gladly 
they would, bur they muſt bee Preachers themſelves, and fuch as 
may not make long re{zdence in any place till their Kirkes bee 
planted and provided of Miniſters , or at the leaſt of Readers. 
Charge muſt bee given tothem that they remaintin no place above 
twenty dayes in their viſitation , till they have paſſed through 
their whole bounds. They muſt thrice every weeke preach at 
the leaſt ; and when they returne to their principall Towne and 
Reſidence, they mult bee likewiſe exerciſed in preaching and edi- 
fication of the Kirk: and yet they muit not bee ſuffered to conti- 
nue there fo long , that they may ſceme to neglee their other 
Kirkes : But aftcr they have remained mtheir chiefe Towne three 
or foure Moneths at moſt, they ſhall bee compelled (unlefle by 
ficknefſe they bee retained ) to re-enter in viſitation, In which 
they ſhall not onely preach, but alſo examine the life, diligence 
and behaviour ofthe Miniſters, as alſo the order of the Kiekes, the 
manners of the people. They mult turther confider how __—_ 
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bes provide, how the youth bee inſtrued : They muſt adms- 
niſh where admonition needeth, and drefle ſuch things as by good 
counſcll bee able to appeaſe. And finally they muſt note ſuch 
crimes as be hoynous,that by the cenſure of the Kirk the ſame may 
be correed. If the Super-intendent be found negligent in any 
of the chicfe points of his office, and ſpecially if he ve noted neg- 
igent in preaching of the word , and viſitation of the Kirkes; or 
if hee be convie of ſuch crimes, which in common Miniſters are 
damned, hee mult be depoſed, without reſpe& of his perſon, or 
office, 


' The Elettion of Super-intendents. 


N this preſent neceſſity , the nommnation,cxamination, and ad- 

miſſion of the Super-intendent cannot be ſo ſtraight, as we re= 
quire, and as afterward it muſt be. For this preſent, therefore wee 
thinks it expedient, that cither your Honours by your ſelyes no= 
minate ſo many as may ſerve the fore-written Provinces : or that 
yee give commiſſion to ſuch men as ye ſuppoſe the fearcof God 
to bein, to doe the ſame. And the ſame men being called in your 
preſence ſhall bee by you, and ſuch as your Hon, pleaſes call unto 
you for conſultation in that caſe , appointed to their Provinces. 
We thinkeit expedient, and neceflary,that as well the Gentlemen, 
as Burgcſſe of every diocy bee made privy at the ſame to the cle- 
ion of the Super-intendent; as well to bring the Kirk in ſome 
pra&iſc of her liberty, as that the Paſtor may be the better favored 
of the flock whom themſelyes have choſen, If your Honours 
cannot finde for this preſent ſo many able as neceſſity requireth,- 
then in our judgements,more profitable it is thoſe Provinces vaike 
till God provide better for them, then that men unable to cdific 
and governethe Kirk, ſo ſuddenly be placed inthat charge; for cx 
pericnce hath tcached us what peltilence hath beene ingendred 
1n the Kirk by men unable to diſcharge their offices. When 
thereforcafter three yeares any Super-intendent ſhall depart, or 
chance to be depoſed, the chicfe Towne within the Province, 
to wit, the Miniſters, Elders and Deacons, withthe Magiſtratc 
and Councell of the ſame Towne, ſhall nominate, and by publick 
Edidts proclaimc, as: well to the Super-intendent , as to two or 
three Provinces next adjacent , two or three of the moſt —_— 
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and godly Miniſters within the whole Realme, that from amongſt 
them, one with publick confent'may be cleted and appoin 

tothe office then vacant : And this: the chiefe Towne {hall bc 
bound to doe within the ſpace of twenty 'dayes; which being 
expired, and no man preſented, then. ſhall three of the next ad- 
Jacent Provinces with conſent of their Super-intendents, Mini» 
tters and Elders, cnter in the right and priviledge of the Towne, 
and ſhall preſent every one of them, one or twa , if they liſt, to 
the chicte Towne tobe examined, as the orderrequires. Asalſo 
it ſhall bee lawfull for all the Kirkes of the Diocefle to nomi- 
nate within the ſame time {uch perſons as they thinke wor- 
thy. to ſtand in Election, who all muſt bee put in an E- 
dict. | ; 

Aﬀter nomination to be made, publick Edi&s muſt be ſent forth, 
warning all men that haveany exception againſt the perſons no- 
minate, or againſt any of them, tobe preſent in the chicfe Towne 
atthe day affixed,” and place, to obje&t what 'they can againl(t the 
election of any of them, Thirty dayes we thinke ſafficient to be 
aſſigned thereto, Thirty dayes we mcarp: after the nomination 
be made; which day of the ele&ion being:come, the whole Mini- 
fters of the Province, with three or foure Super-intendents next 
adjacent, or that ſhall bce thereto ag ne ſhall examine, not 
onely the learning, but alſo the manners,prudence arid hability to 
governe the Kirk, of all theſe that be nominatcd:that he who ſhall 
be found moſt worthy maybe burdened with the charge. If the 
Miniſters of the whole Provinces ſhould bring with them the 
votes of them that- were committed to their care , thetleHion 
ſhould be the more free. But alwayes the votes of them that con- 
vene, ſhould be required. The examinations muſt be pnblickly 
made, They that and in cleQtion muſt publickly preach, and men 
muſt be charged in the name of God, to vote according to conſci- 
ence,and not after affeFion. _ 

If any thing be objefted againſt him that ſtandeth in elefion, 
the Super-intendents and Miniſters muſt confider whether the 
obje&Aion be made of conſcienceor malice, and they mult anſwere 
accordingly. Other ceremonies then ſharp examination, appro- 
bation of the Miniſters, and Super-intendents, with the S cke 
conſent of the Elders and'ipeople, wee cannot allow, 

-- The Super-intendentbeing cleaed, and appointed to his charge, 
muſt be ſubjeR to the cenſure and GEE Miniſters _ Et= 
ers, 
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ders, not ofhis chiefe Towne onely, bur alſo of the whole Pros 
yincc,over the which he is appoiated Qyerſcer. | 
© Ifhis offence be knowne, and the Miniſters and Elders of the 
Towne and Province be aegligent in correQing of him, then the 
next one or two Super-intendents with theirMiniſters andElders, 
may convens him, and the Miniſters and Elders ofhis chief Town 
{provided that it be within his owne Province or chicfe Fowne) 
may accuſe or corre& as well the Super-intendent in theſe thio 

that arc worthy of correction, as the Miniſters and Elders of their 


pegligence and ungodly tolerance of his offence, 


oever crime deſerves depoſitionor correRion of any 0= 
ther Miniſter, deſerycth the ſame in the Super-intendent, without 
exception of perſons. | Tr 
After that the Kirk is eſtabliſhed, and three yeares be paſſed, we 
require that no man be called to the office of a Super-intendent, 
who hath not at the leaſt Ach; ou iven declaration of his faith» 
{ll labours in the miniſtery of the ame Kirk. I} 
No Super-intendent may be transferred at the pleaſure or res 
queſt of any one Province, no not without the conſent of the 
whole counccll of the Kirk, and that for graye cauſes and: conſide= 
rations. 

Ot one thing in the end we muſt admoniſh-your Honours, to- 
wit, that in the appointing of the Super-intendents for this pre- 
ſent, ye diſ-appoint not your chicf Townes, and where carning is 
excrciſcd, of fuch Miniſters as more may profit by reſidence in one- 
place, then by continuall.travell fomyplace to place. For#f ye 10 
doe, the youth in theſe places ſhall lack the profound interpre- 
tation of Scripture: and fo ſhall it be long before your garden ſend: 
forth many plants ; whcre by the contrary, if one or two Townes 
be contigs exerciſed as they may, the Commonwealth ſhall 
ſhortly feaſt of their fruit, to the comfort of the godly, 


For the Scholes. 


"Ecing that the office and dutie of the golly Magiſtrate, is not 
onely to purge the Church of God:fromall faperſtition, and to 
ſet it at liberty from: tyranny: and: bondage, but alſo to provide at 
the utmoſt of his-power,. how. it may abide in ſome purity in the- - 
poſterity following , wee canbut freely communicate our judge- 


ments wigh-your Honours 4a thys bel alfe, ; 
- Tis 
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QE*irs that Cod hath determined that his Kirke here in earth 
.Jihall be taught not by Angels, but by men; and ſeeing that ment 
are borne ignorant of Cod, and of all godlinefle, and ſeerngalſo he 
ceaſes to 'iHuminate men miraculouſly, fuddenly changing them 
as he did the Apoſtles, and others in the primitive Kirke:Of neceſ- 
ſity it is that your Honours be moſt carcfull for the vertuous cdu- 
cation, and godly up-bringing of the youth ofthis Realme: if ct- 
ther ye now thirſt unfainedly the advancement of Chriſts glory, 
or. yet deſire the continuance ofhis benefits to the generation fol- 
lowing. For as the youth muſt ſaccced to us, ſo we ought to be 
carcfull that they have knowledge and crudition to profit and 
comfort that which ought to be moſt deare to us, to wit, the Kirk 
and ſpouſe of our Lord Jeſus, Of necelity therefore we judge it, 
that every ſeverall Kirk have one Schoolmaſter! appointed, tuch a 
oneat lealt as is able to teach Grammar, and the Latine tongue, if 
the Towne be of any reputation, 1F it beup-a-land, where the peo- 
ple convene to the doftrine but once in the weeke, then mult ci- 
ther the Reader, or the Miniſter there appointed, take carc over 
the children and youth of the pariſh, to inſtru them in the firſt 
rudiments,and cſ{pccially. in the Catechiſme as we have it now 
translatcd in the booke of the commonorder, called the order of 
Geneva, And furder we thinke it expedient, that in every notable 
Towne, and ſpecially in the Towne of the Super-intendent, there 
be creed a Colledge, in which thearts at leaſt Logick a:d Rho- 
torick, together with the tongues, be read by ſatficient Malters, 
for whom honeſt ſtipends muſt beappointed, As alto proviſion for 
thoſe that be poore , and not able by themſelves, nor by their 
friends to be ſuſtained at letters, and in ſpecizll rhcfe that come 
from Landward, The fruit and commodity hereof ſhall ſudden- 
ly appeare. For firit, the youth-head and tender children ſhall bee 
nouriſhed, and brought up in vertue in preſence of their friends, 
by whoſe good attenilance many inconvenience; may be avoid» 
ed, in which the youth commonly fall,cither by over much liber- 
tic, which they have ia [ſtrange and unknowne places, while they 
cannot rule themſelves : or elſe for lack of good attendance, and 
ſuch neceſlity as their tender age requires. Secondly, the exerciſe 
of Childrca 1n cycry Kirk, ſhall = great inſtru&ion to the aged. 

EI OW nnd = I 


FN The Firft Booke of Diſcipline, 

Laſt, the great Schooles, called the Vniverſities, ſhall be repleni. 
ſhed with theſe that ſhall be apt to learning, For this mult be care- 
fully provided,that no Father of what cltatc or condition that ever 
he be,uſe his Children at his owne fantaize,cfpecially intheir youth» 
head, but all muſt be compelled to-bring up their Children in lear- 
ning and yertuc. 

The richand potent may not be permitted to fuff-r their Chil. 
dren to ſpend their youth in vaine 1dlenefle,as heretofore they have 
done : But they mult be exhorted, and by the cenſure of the Kirk 
compelled to dedicate their Sonnes by good cxercifes to the pro- 
fite of the Kirk, and Common-wealth; and that they mult doe of 
their owne expences, becauſe they are able. The Children of the 
poore mult be ſupported and ſuſtained of the charge of the Kirk, 
triall being taken whether the Spirit of docility be in them found, 
or not : If they be found apt to learning and letters, then may the 
not(we meane,n-ither the Sonnes of the rich,nor yet of the Ave, 
be permitted to. reje& learning, but mult be charged to continue 
their ſtudy, ſo that the Common-weaith may have ſome comfort 
by them. And for this purpoſe mult diſcreet, grave, and learned 
men be appointed to viſit Schooles for the tryall of their exerciſe, 
profite and continuance : To wit, the Miniſter and Elders,and the 
reſt of icarned men 1n every Towne ſhall 1n every quarter make 
examination how the youth have profited. 

And certaine times mult bc appointed to reading and learning 
of the Catcchiſme, and ceriaine to the Gramma and to the Latine 
tongues, and a certaine to the Arts of Ptyloſophy and the tongues; 
and certaine to that ſtudy 11 the which they.jatend chiefly to tra- 
vcll for the profite of the Common-wealth, W hich time being. 
expircd, we mean: in every courſc,the Children ſhould either pro= 
cccd to the farther knowledge, or clic they muſt be fet to ſome 
handy-craft, or to ſome other profitable exerciſe; providing al- 
wayes that firſt they have further knowledge of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion: To wit,the knowledge of Gods Law and Commandements, 
the uſe and office of the ſame # the chicte Articles of the belecte, 
the right forme to pray unto Cod; the number, uſe, and eff:&t of 
the Sacraments z the true knowledge : f Chriſt Jefus,of 'is Office 
and Natures, and fach others, without the knowledge whereof 
neither any man deſerves to be called.a( hriſtian,reither ought any 
tobc admitted to the participation of the Lords Tables and there» 
tore their priuciples ought and mult be learned in the youth-head. 

The 
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The Times a/ pointed 10 every courſe; ny, 


Wo yearcs we thinke more then ſufficient to learne toreat 
fe&ly,to anſwere to the Catcchiſme,and to have ſome en=- 
tres in the firſt Rudiments of Grammar; to the: folaccomplifh» 
ment whereof {we meane of the Grammar )wethinke other three: 
yearzs or foure at moſt ſufficient to the Arts, to wit, Logick and 
Rhetorick, and to the Greeke tongue foure yeares, ana the reſt till 
the age of 24. year: s,to be ſpent in that ludy, whercia the Learner 
would profit the Church, or Common-wealth, be it inthe Lawes, 
Phyſick, or Divinity; which time of 24, yearcs being fpent in the - 
Schools,theLearner malt beremoved to ſcrve the Church or Com-- 
mon-wealth, unleſſe he be found a neceflary Reader in this-tame 
Colledge or Vniverfity, If God ſhall move your hearts to eſta- 
bliſh and cxecute this order, and put theſe things in praiſe, your 
whole Realme, we doubt not, within few yeares will ferve it ſelfe 
of true Preachers,and of other Otticers neceſſary for the Commons / 
wealth, | 


of the Erection of Univerſnies, 


T He Grammar Schoole being creed; and of thetongues(as we 
have faid Jnext we thinke it neceſſary there be 3, Vniverhtics 
inthis whole Realme, eſtabliſhed in 3. Townes accuſtomed, The 
firſt in S. Andrews, the fecond in G/aſpow, and the third in Aber- 
acin, And in the frit Vniverſity and princtpall,viz,S. Andrwes,that 
there be 3. Colledges, and in the firft __ hich is the entry 
ofthe Vniverſity, therebe fonre clafles or feages, the firſt to the 
new Suppolis fhall be onely Diatettice. next onely Mathematice, 
the third of Phyſick onely, the fourth of 24 dicrne. And in the te- 
cond Colledge, two clafles or feages,the firſt of Aorall P hiloſophy, 
the ſecond of the ZLawes, And in the third Colledge two clafſes 

or ſeages, th- firſt of the tongues,to wit,Greeke and Hebrew, the ſe- 

cond of Usvinity, 


Of Readers and of the degrees and time of ſludy, 


] Tem,in the firſt Colledge and firſt Clafſe, ſhall be a Reader of Di4- 
#6ti6a,who ſhall accompliſh his courſe thereof in a year. In Xa- 
thematica, Which is the ſecond Clafſe. ſhall be a Reader which ſhall 
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complcat his courſe of 4richmetica, Geometry, Coſmography, and 
Aſtrology in ons y<cre. lithe third claſle thatl bac a Reader of na- 
turall Fil -ſopby , who ſhall complcat his courſe tn one yecre. 
And who after thir three yeares by triall and examination, thall be 
Found ſatticicatly initruted in the foreſaid ſciences, thall be Zaw= 
veg. and. Graduat in Philoſophy. 1n the fourth claſſe, ſhali ve a 
rader. of Medicize, who ſhall compleat his courſe 1o 5. yearcs, 
wg Kudy of the which time, being by examination found ſuf- 
ject, thoy | 


ficieat | be graduat in Medicine. 

 » {eems,in the ſecond Colledge,in the tirſt claſſe,one Reader onely 
in the Erhicks, O:conomicks, and Politicks, who ſhall compleat 
his courſe ia the ſpace of one yeare. In the ſecond claſſe (hall be 
two Rcadets in the Muncipalland Roman Lawes,who ſhall com- 
plcat his: courſe in 4. yeares, after which time being by cxamina- 
ton found ſuthcient, they ſhall bee graduate in the Lawes. 

. Jtems, inthe third colledge, in;the twſt claſſe, one reader of the 
Hebrew,and another of the Greeke tongue, who ſhall compleat the 
Grammar thereaf in 3, moneths,and the remanent of the yeare,the 
Reader of the Hebrew ſhall interpret one booke of Aoſes,the Pro» 
phets,or the P/almes fo that this courſe and claſſe ſhall continue one 

yceare. The Reader of the Greek (hall interpret ſome book of Plato, 

ther with ſome place of the new Teſtament. In the ſecond 
claſſe (hall be two Readcrs in Diuinity, the one in the new Teſta- 
ment, the other inthe old, who ſhall compleat their courſc in five 
yeares: after which time, who ſhall be found by-cxamination ſuf-- 
ficient,they (hall be graduate Din ivinity.. 

. Jtem, wee thinke expedient that none be admitted to the firſt 
Calledge, and to be Suppotts of the Vniverſity, unleſſe he have 
from the Maſter of the Schoole, and Miniſter of the Town where 
he was inſtructed in the tongues,and teſtimony of his Iearning,do- 
Cility, ago and parcntage : and likewilſctriall be taken by certaine 
Enna opts by the ReRor andPrincipals of the fame. And 
if he be found ſufficiently inſtrucd in the Dialefica, he ſhall in- 
continent the ſame year be promoted to the claſſe of Mathematica, 

JTtem that nonsbe admitted to the claſſe of M edicine;,but he that 
ſhall have lus teſtimoniall of his time well ſpent in DialeHisa, Mas 
thematica,and Phyfick, and of his docility in the laſt, 

Ttems, that none beadmitted unto the claſſe of the Lawes, but he 
that ſhall have ſufficicnt teſtimonials of his time well ſpent in Die- 
lefiica, Mathematics, P byfics, Ethicks,Occonomicks,and Politicks, 


 andot his decility in the laſt. _ "mob 
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Frem,that nonebe admitted ues the clefic & feagedk Divirity, 
but he that ſhall have ſufficient teſtimonials ot his . ah well {þ 
in Didlefiica, Mat'rmatica, Phyfic a, Erbica,Octonemecaard PdbbMics, 
and the Hebrew tongue, and of his docihty inthe morall Philos 
ſophy, and the Hebrew tongue. But neither ſhall fuetras 
them to heare. the Lawes, te compelled ro-heare Medicines 
ſuch as apply them to heare Divivity, be compelled to heare either 
Medicine,or yct the Lawes. 

Ttem, inthe 2. Vaiverlity, which 1s Glaſgow, Gall be two Cols 
tedges only:in the firſt ſhall be a clafle of D5alefica; another of Afe> 
thematica,the third of Plgfca,ordercd in all torts 28'S. Audirwes, * 

Trem, inthe ſecond, foure claſſes, the firſt of coral ptelotopy, 
Ethicks, Occonomicks,and Phyſick, The fecond of the 
and Roman Lawes. Thethird, ofthe Hebrew tongue The foutth 
of Divinity, which ſhal be ordered in all forts to that we have Write 
«nin theorder of the Vniyerſity of S. eſakewes, -- 

The third Vaiverfity of Aberdein ſhall be conforme to this V's 
niyerſity of Glaſgow in; Ul Corrs 

Items, ner thinke caporrht that there be choſen _ the body w 
the V niverſity to cycry Colled ge a principall man of learning, 
cretion und 0 Ren ENCE > who y «1 m_—__ thewhole rents of thi 
Colledge; and diſtribute thelameaccording to the yy nn 
Colledge, and ſhall dayly hearken the dyet counts, adjo 
him weekely one of the ; pave: or Regents, above whomhe' 
take attendance upon theird;ligence, as wall ia their reading asex-- 
eos ofthe" youth, in the matter taught upon the = and _ 
hold of the place,ind for puniſhment oferimes ſhall 
ly convention with the whole members of the Colledge. ſhalt | 
be countable yearely to the Super-intendent, Redtor,and the Prin- 
cipals convened about the firſt of November. His cledtion ſhallboin 
this ſort.; There ſhall be three of the moſt ſufficient men ofthe Ve 
niverfity (not Principals already nominate by tho members ofthe 
Calledge) ſworn to. follow their conſcienges whole Principal is 
departed, and publickly roponed throagh the whole Vniveriity; 
after the which time 8, dayes, by the Super-intendent himſelfe; ot 


his ſpecial Procurator, with the ReRor,ard the reſt of the Prin 
pals, as aChipter,'conyenit, hall confirme one of the three they 
thinke moſt fufficicnt, being before ſwarne to docthe fins with 
Single eyc without reſpe&ito-fcad or favour, 

Item, om every Colledge wc PS UDW Stevitrd:s 
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Cooke, a Gardiner, and Portcr, who thall be tubj<& to Diſcipline 
of the Prancipail as thereſt.. YO o_ 
Itew,That cvery v ntveruty havea beddall ſ\xbjet tofſerve at all 
times throughoat the whole Vaiverſity, as the kieRor and brine 
cipall ſhall cotamand. : 
'  Tremthat every. Vniverlity have a Re@or choſen from yeare to 
yearc as {hull:-follow, The Principals, being convened with the 
whole Regents chapterly (hall be ſworne, that every man in his 
roome ſhall nominate ſuch a one as his conſcicnce ſhall teſtific to 
be maſt ſythcient , to. beare ſuch charge ang dignity : and three of 
them that ſhall be ofteſt nominated ſhall ve put in edit publickly 
15. daycs. before Afichaelmas; and then ſhall on Micharlasas cven 
convenc,the whole —__ Regents,and Suppoſts,that arc gra- 
duat, or at the leaſt ſtudicd their time in Ethicks, Occonomicks, 
and: Politicks, ard naothers yonger, and cvery one firſt protelt, in 
Gods preſcnce to follow the ſincere ditment of their conſcience 
ſhall nominate of the three; andihe that hath. moſt 'votes [hall be 
confirmcd by the Super-intendent and Principals, and his ducty 
with an cxhortativn proponed unto him; and this to be the 28. day 
of September,and thercafter triall to be taken kin 3nde of his juſt and 
odly government; and of the reſts 1aw full ſubmiſſion and obe- 
Tr he ſhall be propined bythe Vniverſity at his entry with a 
new garment,bearing inſignia Magifiratws,and he holden moneth- 
ly to viſite every Colledge, and with his preſence decore and cxa- 
mine the le&ions and exerciſe thereof, His Aſſeſſors ſhall be a Laws 
yer and a Thealoge, with whoſe adyicche ſhall decide all queſt i- 
ons civill betwixt the membersof the Vniverſity. Tf any without 
the Vniverſity perſue a member thereof, or he be perſucd by a 
member of the fame, he ſhall afliſt the Provoſt and Baillics inthc ec 
caſcs,or other Judges competent; to ſee juſticebe miniſtred zInlike 
. wiſeifanyofthe Vniverſity be criminally poringt, he ſhall aſfiſ 
the Judges competent, and ſee that juſtice be miniſtred. | 
'-  Trem, We thinkeexpedient thatin every Colledgein every V- 
niverlity, there be 24. burſars,divided cqually in all the Claſſes and 
{eages aSis atove expremit, that is, in S. Andrewes 72, burſars, in 
Glaſgow 48.burſars, in. 4berdeine 48. to be ſuſtained onely in meat 
up0i1 the charges of Colledge;' and 'to be admitted at the cxami- 
pation ofthe miniſtery arid chaptour of the Principals in the V ni- 
ycriity,as well inthe docility of the Perſovs aftered, as of the abili- 
ty of their Parents to ſuſtaine them theni{clves, and not to burden 
« #6 Common-wealth with them, of 
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Of the Stipends and Expenſes neceſſary. 
Ti — we hae ex 5 hr wel Ca be doted wich 
temporal! OIs Ho rents & revenhues of the Biſhopricks tem- 
_ » andof the Kirkes collegiate fo farre astheir ordinary 
; ſhall require;and therefore that it would pleaſe your Hon: 
ice of your Hon.Coun.and yore of Parliam.to do the fame. 
rr to the effeR the ſame may be ſhortly exped. we have recol- 
led the ſummes we thinke neceſſary for the ſame. 

Imprims. ,. for the ordinary ſtipend of the Dialectician Reader, 
the Mathematician, Phyſician and morall Philoſopher, we thinke 
ſufficient an hundred pounds for every one of them. 

Ttem,for the ti ad © ferery lar i Medicine,and Lawes, a 
hundreth thirty t ds 6.5. 8.d, 

Ttem; to every 32s er in Hebrew,Greek,and Divinitie, 200. P- 

Irems,co every Principall of a _ 200-pounds. 

Ttem, to every Steward 16. 

Ttems, to every Gardiner,to every Cooke and Porter,to ilk one 

. of them tet merkes. 

Hem, to the buird of every burfar without the claſſe of Theol. 

: - ,20:; pounds. 

Item,in the claſſe of Theologie, which will be only twelve pers 
fons in S. Androes, 24-P. 

Summe. of yearly and ordinary expenecs in the Uniyer- 
firie of S. Androes, 3979.Þ. 

Summe of yearly and ordinary expenſes of Glaſgow, 292 24Þs 

Abberdine as much. 

Summe of the ordinary Aiperiſhallhe of the whole. 

Trem,the Beddalls Ripendh be of every intrant and ſappoſt of 
the Univerſity 2.ſhillings: of every one Graduate in Philoſophie 3. 
ſhillings:of every jour <0 bater in Medicine or laws,4ſhillings,in 
Theologie 5. Qhillinge : : all Burſars being excepted. 

Item, we have thought good for building wo upholding of the 
places, a generall colle& be made, and that every Earles ſon, at his 
entry to the Univerſity,ſhall give 40-5-2nd likewiſe at every Gra- 
duation 40.ſhil. Trems,cach Lords ſonne likewiſe at ſuch time, 30. 
ſhil. each freeholding Barons il. every fewar and ſub» 
ftantious Condime ſonne,T. Ttem,every ſubſantious haſ- 
band and Burges ſon, at each time 1 0.ſhil. /rems, every one ofthe 
reſt, not excepting the burſars, 5-ſhil.at eachtime-And rhatthis be 


—— ina common box, put in keeping to the principall of the 
Theologlans 
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Theologians, every principall having a key thereof, to be counted 
each year once with the reſt ofprincipallsto be laid in the ſame ar 
bour the 1 5- day of Nov.in preſence of the Superintendent , Re- 
or and wholePrincipals,and with their whole conſent,or at leaſt 
che molt part of them,referred,8 imploied only upon the building 
and upholding of the places. & repairing of the ſame,ever as necet- 
fitie ſhall require. And therefore the ReQor with his afiftants, 
ſhall be holden to viſit the places each pow once, incontinent after 

he be promoted upon the laſt of October. or thereby. 
Of the priviledges of the Univerſite. n 
Eeing wee defire that Innocencie ſhould defend us rather then 
riviledge,we think that each perſon of the Univerſitie ſhould 
an{wer before the Provolt and Bailiffes of each Town, where the 
Univerſities are, of all crimes whereof they are accuſed , only that 
the Recor be afſeſſor to them in the ſaid ations. Incivill matters, 
if the queſtion be berwixt members of the Univerſitie,on each fide 
making their reſidence and exetciſe therein, for the time in that 
caſe the partie called ſhall not be holden to anſwer,burt onely be- 
fore the ReQor and his aſſeſſors heretofore exprimed. In all other 
caſes of civill purſuit, the generall rule of the law to be obſerved, 

altor ſequatrr forum rei, &c. | 

Ttem,that theReRor and all inferiour members of the Univerhitie 
be exempred from all raxations, impoſs, charges of warre,or any 
other charge that may onerate,or abſtrat him or them, from the 
care ofhis office, ſuch as Tutorie, Curatorie, or any ſuch like that 
are eſtabliſhed, or hereafter ſhall be eſtabliſhed in our Common- 
weal; tothe effet thar(withour Caper” en. may walt on the up- 
bringing of the youth in learning,and beſtow their time onely in 

that-molt neceſſarie exerciſe. | 
All other things tonching the bookes to be read in 11k claſſe, 
and all ſuch like particular affaires \ve referre to the diſcretion of 
the Maſters,Principals and Regents, with their well adviſed'coun- - 
ſell ; not doubting but if God ſhall grant quietneſſe,and give your 
Wiſedomes grace to ſer forward letters in the fort preſcribed, | ye 
ſhall ſeave wiſedome and learning to your poſteritie , a treafure 
more to be efteemedthet! arijj« earthly treaſure ; ye are able to 
amaſle for them} which wich wiſedome are more able to be 
theirruin and confaſion , then-help and comfort. And asthis is 
moſt tme, ſo we leave it withthe reft.of the commodities to be 
weighed by yourhonours wiſedome , and kt forwards by your 
| authoritie 
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anthoritie to the moſt high advancement of this Common-yealch 
committed to your hog: | 
| The ſixth head of the Rents and Patrimonie 

| of the Church, | 

Hir two ſorts of men, that is to fay, Miniſters and the poore, 
LL. together with che Schooles, when order ſhall be caken there. 
anent , muſt bee ſuſteined upon the charges of the Kirk ; and 
therefore proviſion muft bee made how, and by whom ſuch 


fammes mult be lifted; But before we enter in this head, we muſt 


craveof your Honours , in the name of the eternall God, and of 
his Son Chritt Jeſus, that ye have reſpe to your poore brethren, 
the-Labourers and Manurers. of the ground ; who by their cruel! 

beaſts the Papiſts have before been oppreſt, that their life to them 

hath been dolorons and bicter. If yee will have God authour and 

approver of this reformation, ye mult not follow their foot-lteps, 

bur yee mult have compaſzion-of your brethren, appouiting them 

to pay reaſonable reinds , that they may finde ſome benefit of 
Chriſt Jeſus now preached unto them. 

.. Withthe griefe of ourhearts we heare, that ſome Gentlemen 
are now as cruell oyer their Tenants, as ever were the Papifts , re- 


quiring ofthem whatſoever they afore payed to the Kirk; ſo that 


Papiſticall cyrannie ſhall-on!y be changed inco the tyrannie of 
theLord&Laird: We dare nor flatter your Honours, neicher yet is1t 
profitable for you that we ſo doe. If we permit crueltieto be uſed, 
neicher ſhall ye , who by yourauthoritie ought to gainſtand ſach 
oppreſzion,nor:yet they that uſethe ſame eſcape Gods heavie and 
fearefall jadvements. The Gentlemen,Barons,Earles, Lords and 
others, muſt be content to live upon their. juſt rents, and ſuffer 
the Kirk to be reſtored to her libertie ; that in her refticution, the 
poore, who heretofore by che cruel! Papiſts have been {poiledand 
opprefled,'may now receive ſome comfort and relaxation , that 
theivtethds and otherexacions be cleane diſcharged,and no more 
raken it times comming. The uppermoſt claith, corp{-preſent ; 
clerk-maile,the Paſche offering , teind-atle and all hanalings upa- 
land, can neither bee required, nor received of good con : 
Neither do we judge it to: proceed of juſtice, that any man ſhould 
poſleſle the teinds xd arg bur we think it a moſt reaſonable 
thing that every man havethe uſe ofhis owne teinds, provided 
thar he anſwer to the Deaconsand Treaſurers of the Kirk,of that 
which juſtice ſhall be appointed co him. We require the _— 
x I 2 
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and Treaſares,rather to receive the rents,then the Miniſters them- 
ſelves ; becauſe that of the tiends mult not. onely the Miniſter be 
ſuſteined,but alſo the poore and ſchooles. And therefore we think 
it expedient that common T reafurers; to wir, the Deacons be ap- 
pointed from yeare to yeare, to receive the whole rents appertai- 
ning to the Kirk, and that commandement- be given that none be 
permittedeither to receive,or-yet to int romet with any thing ap- 
erteining to the ſultination of the perſons foreſaid, but ſuch as 
ns. conſent ofthe Kirk are thereto appointed. -- 

If any think this prejudiciall ro the: tackes and afſedations of 
chem that now poſſeſſe the tiends. Let them underſiand,that their 
unjuſt poſſeſſion is no poſſeſſion: before God. ;. for they of whom 
they received their title, and prefuppoſed right or warrant, were 
theeves and murtherers,. and had no power 1o to alienate the pa«- 
trimonie, and common good of the Kirk. And yet we are not ſo 
extreme,but that we with juſt recom to bemadetofuch. as 
have deburſed fummes of money to the unjuſt profeſſors, ſothar 
it hath not been done of late dayes inprejudice of the Kirk. Bur 
ſach as are found and known to be done of plaine colluſion, in 
no wayes ought to be maintained by you. And for that purpoſe. 
we thinke it-moſt expedient that whoſoever have afſedation of 
tiends' and Kirks., be openly warned to produce their afſedation 
and affurance, that cognirion being taken, the juſt-rakeſmen may 
havethe juſt and: reafonable recompence for. the thatare 
to-runne, the profit of the yeares paſt being conſidered and de- 
duced, and ctheunjuftand ſurmiſed may:be ſerved accordingly ;{o 
thar the Kirk irrthe end may receive her libertie and freedom,and 
thas onely for the reliefe of the poore. Your Honours may cafilie 
underftand that we fpeake not now for our ſelves , but in favonr 
of the Labourers defrauded and oppreſt by the Prieſts, and by 
their confederate penſioners ; for while that the Prieſts P6hfoner 
hisidle belly is delicately fed, the poore, to whom the petzian of 
thar'appertaines, was pined-with hunger ; and moreover the true 
labourer wascompelled to pay that which he oaght not, For the 
labourer 1s.neither-debtor'to the dumb dog , called the Biſhop, 
neither yet to his fired penſioner; but is debter onely coche Kirk). 
 Andthe Kirk is bound to faſtaine and nouriſh of ber charges, the 
perſons before mentioned, to wit, the Miniſtets-of the word, the 
'Poore, andthe teachers of the youth. But no to returne to the 
former head, The ſummes able to ſattaine the I + 
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ahd co furniſh all chings appertaing to thepreſervation of 
order and policie within the Kirk, mutt bee lifted 'oFthe renths,ro 
wit,the tenth ſheafe,hay,hemp, lint,fiſhes,renth'calfe,centh lamb, 
renth wool, tenth folle; tenth cheeſe; And becauſe that we know 
that the tenth reaſonably raken,as is before exprefſed,will not ſuf- 
fice to diſcharge the former neceſitie;we think that all things d6- 
red in hoſpitalitie-atd'anmhall rents both'in burgh and land, per- 
raining to the Prieſts,Chantorie Colledges; Chappellanties, & the 


-Freeries of all orders, to the ſiſters of the Seenes, and ſich others, 


be reteined Rill-in theuſe of the Kirk or Kirks within the Townes 
andpariſhes where they weredored.. Furthermore , tothe uphot- 
ding of the Univerſities, and ſuſtentaaion of the 'Superinteridents, 
the whole revennue of the teryporalitie of the Biſhops, Deanes,and 


* Archdeanes lands , and of all rents of lands pertaining to the Ca- 


thedrall Kirks whatſoever. And further Merchantsand rich crafts- 
menin free Burghs ,: having nothing tv doe with rhe manuring of 
the ground, mult rake ſome proviſion of their Cities, Toynes, and 
dwelling places for to ſupporr the need of the Kirk. 

To the Miniſters, and failing thereof, the Readers, muſt be re- 
ſored their Manſes and Gleibs;for elſe they cannot ſerve the flock 
at all rirnes , as their dutie'is. ; If any Gleibexceed fix Acres'of 

round,the reſt to remain in the hands of the poſſefſours,till order 

taken therein. 

© The receivers and colleors of theſe rents and duties , muſt be 
Deacons or Treaſurers appointed from ne to yeare in every. 
Kirk,andby-the common conſents and free ele&ion ofthe Kirk. 
The. Deacons mult diftribute! noparrof that which is colleRed, 
bur by command of the Miniſters and Elders. Andthar they may 
command nothing to be delivered. bur as the Kirk hath before de- 
termjned;to wit, the Deacons ſhall of the firſt part pay the ſams, 
either quarterly; or from-halfe yeare' to halfe yeare, to the: Mini- 
Rters, which the Kirk hath appointed. /The ſ#me they:ſhatl doe to 
the Schoolematters, Readers, and Hoſpitall , if any bee, receiving 
alwayes anacquitrance for their diſcharge. If any extraordinaric 
ſummes beto bedelivered; then muſt the Miniſters, Elders, and 
Deacons, conſult whether che deliverance of ſuch-ſammes,,- doth 
ftand with the commonarilitie of the Kirk,ornor. 'And ifthey do 
univerſaily condiſcerdand agree upon the affirmative or negative, 


| then becauſe they are in'credir and office for the yeare, they-may 


doeas beſt ſeemes;burifthere be any controverſieamong|t them- 
ark lever, 


54 The firſt Booke of Diſcipline. 
ſelves, the whole Kirk. muſt be made privie,and aftetthat the mat- 
ter be proponed,and the reaſons ; the judgement .of the Kirk with 
the Miniſters conſent ſhall prevaile. The Deacons ſhall -be com> 
pelled and bound to make accounts to the Minitter and Elders of 
that which they received , as oft as the policie ſhall appoint : and 
che Elders'whenthey are changed (-which mutt be every yeare) 
muſt cleare their counts before ſuch Audirers as the Kirk ſhall 'ap- 
point : aud borh rhe Deacons and Elders being changed ſhall de- 
liver to them that ſhall be new eleted,all ſummes of moniecorns 
and other profits refling in their hands: The cickets whereof muſt 
be delivered to theSuper-intendants in their vification,& by them 
ro the-great councel!l of the Kirk ; that: as well the abundance as 
the indigence, of every Kirk may be evidently known, that a rea- 
ſonable equalicie may be had throughout this whole Realme. If 
this order be perfeRly kepr,corruption cannot ſuddenly enter. For 
the ftee and yearly election of Deacons and Elders ſhall: ſuffer 
none to uſurpe a perpetuall domination oyerthe Kirk : the know- 
| ledge of the rentall ſhall ſuffer them to receive no more , 'then 
whereof they ſhall be bound to make-accounts:the deliverance of 
monie to the new officers ſhall not ſuffer private men uſe in their 
rung buſineſſe, that-which appertaines to the-publick affaires of 
the Kirk. | ? AT + (+1 "74 
The ſeventh head of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline.  - 
'A S that no Common-wealth can flouriſh , or long endure, 
without good Lawes and ſharpe execution of the ſame ; fo 
- . neither canthe Kirk of God be brought to puritie ,- neicher-yer 
be retained in the ſame withour the order of Ecclefiafticall Di- 
ſcipline , which Rands in reproving and correRing of the faults, 
which the civill ſword either doth negle&t , or nor puniſh: 
blaſphemie,adulterie,murder,perjurie, and other crimes capitall, 
worthy of death , ought not properly to fall under cenſure of the 
Kirk; becauſe all ſach open tranſgreſſors of Gods lawes ,- ought 
to be taken away by the civill ſword. Bur drunkenneſſe, exceſſe, 
be ic in apparell,or be it in eating and drinking, fornication , op- 
preſſing of the poore by exations, deceiving of them in buying 
and ſelling by wrang mer and meaſure , wanton wordsand licen- 
tious living tending to ſlander,doe openly appertaine ro the Kirk 
of God to puniſh them , as Gods word commands. - But hecauſe 
this accurſed Papiftrie hath brought in fach confuſion into the 
world,that neither was vercue rightly praiſed , neither yet vice 4 
: verely 
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The firſt Booke of Diſcipline. ; ef: 
verely puniſhed,the Kirk of God is compelled ro draw the ſword, 
which of God ſhe hath received , -2gain(t ſuch open and manifeſt 
contemners,curſing and excommunicat ing all ſuch, as well thoſe 
whom the civill ſword ought ro puniſh, as the other, from all par- 
ricipation with her in prayers and Sacraments, till open repen» 
rance appeare manifeltly in them. As rhe order and proceeding to 
excommunication ought to be ſlo and grave, ſo being once pro- 
nounced againſt any perſon of what eſtate or condition that ever 
chey be, it mutt be kept with all feveritie. For Jawes made and 
not kept , engender contempt of vertue ; and brings in confuſion 
and liberrie to finne, And therefore this order we think expedient 
to be obſerved afore,and after excommunication. Firſt, it the of- 
fence be ſecrer or known to few men,S& rather ands in ſaſpition 
then in manifeſt probation , the offender ought to be privately 
admoniſhed,to abſaine from all appearance ofevill; which if hee 
promiſe to doe, and declare himſelte ſober , honeſt , and one that 
feares God, and feares to offend his brethren, then may the ſecret 
admonition ſuffice for his corre&tion, Bur 1f he either contemne 
the admonition,or after promiſe made do ſhe himſelfe no more 
circumſpect then he was before, then muſt the Miniſter admo- 
niſh him , to whom. if he be found inobedient they mult pro- 
ceed according to the rule of Chritt,as after ſhall be declared. If 
the crime be publick,and ſach as is hainous,as fornication , drun- 
kennefle, fighting, common ſwearing, or execration, then ought 
the offender to be called in preſence of rhe Miniſter, Elders and 
Deacons , where his finne and treſpaſſe ought to be deciared and 
agereged ; ſo that his conſcience may feelehovw farre he hath of- 
fonded God,and whar ſlandet he hath raiſed in the. Kirk. Tf fignes 
of unfained repentance appeare in him , and iFhe require to be 
admitted to publick repentance , the Miniſter may-appoint unto 
him a day,when che whole Kirk convenes together, that 1n pre- 
ſence of all he may teftthe his repentance , which before hee pro= 
feſled. Which ifhe accept, and with reverence confeſſe his linne, 
doing the ſame, andearneftly Cefiring the Congregation topray 
to God with him for mercy, and to accept him in their foctetie 
notwithſtanding the former offence ; Thenthe Kirk may and 
ought to receive him asa penitent. For the Kirk ought to be no 
more ſevere, then God declares himſelfe to be, who witnefles that 
inwhatſoever houre a finner unfainedly repents, andrurnes from 


his wicked way; thathe.will not remember one of his iniquiczes. 
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$6 The firſ# Booke of Diſcipline. 
And therefore ought the Kirk diligently to advert,that it excom= 
municate not thoſe whom God abſolves. If the offender called 
before the Minifterie be found flubborn, hard-hearted , or in 
whom no figne of repentance appeares , then mult he be dimitted 
with an exhorration to con/ider the dangerous eſtate in which hee 
ands , aſſuring him, that if they finde1n him no other tokens of | 
amendment of life, that they will be compelled ro ſeek a further 
remedie. If he within a certaine ſpace ſhew his repentance to the 
Minilterie, they may preſent him to the Kirk , as before is fatd : 
If he continuenot in his repentance , then muſt the Kirk be ad- 
rertiſed, that ſuch crimes are commited amongſt them , which 
by the Minifterie have been reprehended , and the perſons proyo=- 
ked to repent; whereof becauſe no fignes appeare unto them, 
they could not but fignifieunto the Kirk the crimes , but not the 
perſon ; requiring them earneſtly to call to God to move and 
touch the heart of the offender , 1o that taddenly and earneſtly 
hee may repent. If the perſon maligne , the next day of pub- 
lick Afſemblie,the crime and the perſon muſt be both notified un- | 
to the Kirk , and their judgements muſt be required, if that ſuch 
crimes ought to be ſuffred unpuniſhed among(t them;requeſt alſo 
ſhould be made to the moſt diſcreet and neareſt friend ofthe of- 
fender totrayell with him to bring him to knowledge of himſelf, 
and of his dangerous eftate, with a commandement given to all 
men to call to God for the conyerfion of the unpenitent. If a 
folemne and ſpeciall prayer were drawne for that k, the 
thing ſhould be more-gravely done. The third Sunday the Mini- 
ſer ought to require, if the unpenitent have declared any ſignes 
of repentance to one of the Miniſterie ; and if he have, then may 
che Miniſter appoint him to beexamined by the whole Minifterie, 
either then inſtancly, or another day affixedto the Confiftorie : 
and if repentance appeare , as well for his crime, as for his lon 
contempr, then he may be preſented to the Kirk ; and make his 
confeſsion to be acceptedas before is ſaid: But if no man fignitie 
his repentance, then ought he to be excommunicated, and by the 
mouth of the Miniſter, and conſent of the Minifterie, and com» 
mandement of the Kirk muſt ſuch a contemner be pronounced 
excommunicate from God , and from all ſocietie of the Kirk. 
After which ſentence may no perſon (his wife and familie onely . 
excepted) have any kind of converſation with him, be it in eating 
and drinking,buying and ſelling; yea,in faluting or calking wit 


him, 
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him, except tHat it beat commandement or licence of the Mini- 
ſerie for his converſion, that hee , by fich meanes confounded, 
ſeeing himſelfe abhorred of the godly and fairhfull, mayhave 
occalion to repent and ſo be fayed, The ſentence of excommuni- 
cation muſt bee publiſhed univerſally throughout the Realme, 
leſt that any man ſhould pretend ignorance. His children begot- 
renand borne after that ſentence, and before his repentance may 
not be admitted to Baptiſme, ti] either they be of age to require 
the ſame, or elſe that the mother, or ſome ofhis ſpeciall friends, 
members of the Kirk, offer and preſent the childe , abhor- 
ring and damning the iniquity , and obſtinate contempt ofthe 
impenitent. 

If any man ſhould thinke it ſevere that the child ſhould be pn- 
niſhed for the iniquitie of the father : let him underſtand chat 
the Sacraments appertaine to the faithfull and their ſeed ; but 
ſuch as ftubbornly contemne all godlyadmonition,and obſtinate- 
ly remaine in their iniquitie, cannot bee accounted amongſt the 
alt 


hfull, 
The order for publick, Offenders, | 

| Ee have ſpoken nothing of them that commir horrible 
crimes , as murtherers, manſlayers, adulterers ; for 

ſuch , as we have faid,the civill ſword ought to puniſh to dead - 
Bur incaſe they be permitted to live , then mult the Kirk, as is 
before ſaid , draw the ſword which of God ſhee hath received, 
holding them as accurſed everr in their very fa&.The offender be- 
ing fir{tcalled,and order of the Kirk ufed againſt him in the ſame 
manner,asthe perſons for their obſtinate impenitencyare publick- 
ly excommunicate.So that the obſtinate impenitent after the ſen- 
tence of excommunication,and the murtherer or adulterer ſtand 
in one caſe, as concerning the judgement of the Kirk, That is,net- 
ther of both may be received in the fellowſhip of theKirk to pray=- 
ers orSacraments(bur to hearing the word they may)til firſt hey 
offer themſelves to theMinifterie,humbly requiring the Miniſters 
and Elders to pray to God for them, andalſo to be interceſſorsto 
the Kirk that they may be admitred to publick repentance,8 to. 
the fruition of the benefits of Chriſt Jeſus,diftributed to the meme 
bers of his body. If this requeſt be umbly made, then may nor 
the Miniſters refuſe to fignitie rhe ſame unto the Kirk, the next 
day of publick preaching, the Miniſter giving exhortation to = 
$0 


Kirk,to pray toGod to performe the yorke which he __—_— P 
K - n , 
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have begun, working in the heart of the offender , unfained re- 
pentance of his grievous crime & offence, and feeling of his grear 
mercy by the operation of the noly Spiric. Therafter one dayouehr 
publickly to be aſſigned unto him to give open profeſſion of his 
offence & contEpr,8 fo to make pud:1ck ſarisfation to theKirk of 
God:yhich day the offender mult appear inpreſence of the whole 
Kirk,with his owne mouth damning his owne impiety, publickly 
confeling the ſame:deliring God othismercy &grace,& his Con- 
oregation,that It would pleaſe them to receive him in their ſocte- 
ty,as before 1s ſaid. The Miniſt.muſt examin him diligently whe- 
ther he findes a hatred or diſpleaſure of his finne, as well of his 
contempt,as of his crime : which 1f he confefle, he mult trayell 
with him,to ſee what hope he hath of Gods mercies; and ifhe find 
him reaſonably inſtruRed in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſas,in the 
vertue of his death,then may the Miniſter comfort him with Gods 
infallib/e promiſes, and demand of the Kirk if they be content to 
receive that creature of God whom. Saran before had drayne in 
his nets , in the ſocietie of their body, ſeeing that hee declared 
himſelfe penicenc, Which if the Kirk grant, as they cannot jultly 
deny the ſame , then ought the Miniſter in publick prayer com- 
mend him to God, confefle the finne of that offender before the 
whole Kirk,defiring mercy and grace for Chriſt Jeſs ſake. Which 
prayer being ended, the Miniſter oughr to exhorr the Kirk to re- 
ceive that penitent brother in their favours, as they require God 
to receive themſelves when they offtend. And in figne of their 
conſent, the Elders, and chiefe men of the Kirk,ſhall take the pe- 
nitent by the hand, and one or two in the name of the reſt ſhall 
kifſe and imbrace him with reverence and gravity, as a member 
of Chriſt Jeſus. Which being done,the Miniſter ſhall exhort the 
received that he take diligent heed in times comming that Sathan 
crap him nor in ſuch crimes , admoniſhing him that he will nor 
ceaſe to tempt and try by all meanes poſſible to bring him from 
that obedience which he hath given-to God,and to the ordinance 
of Jeſus Chriſt. The exhortation being ended,the Miniſter ought 
to give publik thankes unto God for the converſion of their bro- 
ther,and forall benefits which we receive of Chriſt Jeſus, pray- 
ing forthe increaſeand continuance of the ſame. If the penirent 
after he hath offered himſelfe unto the Miniftrie, or to the Kirk, 
be found ignorant of the principall points of ourReligion , and 
chiefly in theArticles of Jyltification,and of the office ns 
| eſus, 
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TJeſus,thenought he to be exaCtlyinſtructed before he be received: 
For a mocking of God it is to receivethem ro repentance , who 
know not wherein Randeth their remedy , when they repent 
their ſinne. 

Perſons ſubjett to Diſcipline. 

O Diſcipline mult all the eſtates withinthis Realme be ſab- 
ject , as well the Rulers, as they that are ruled: yeathe 
Preachers themſelves, as well as the poore within the Kirk: And 
becauſe theeye and mouth of the Kirk ought to be mott fingle, 
and irreprehenfible , the life and converſation of the Minitter 
ought to be diligently tryed , whereof we ſhall ſpeake after that 
we have ſpoken of the Election of Elders and Deacons, who mult 
affiſt the Miniſter in all publick affaires of the Kirk. 
T he eight head touching the elettion of 
Elders and Deacons. 
EN of beſt knowledge in Gods word,and cleaneſt life, men 
fairhfull and of moſt honeſt converſation that can be found 
in the Kirk , mult bee nominate to be in election, and their 
names mult be publickly read to the whole Kirk by the Mi- 
niſter,giving them advertiſement, that from amongſt them mnſt 
be choſen Elders and Deacons. If any of theſe nominate be noted 
with publicke infamy,he ought to be repelled.For it is not ſeem- 
ly that the ſervant of corruption ſhall have authoritie co judge in 
the Kirk of God. | 

Ifany man know other of better qualities within the Kirk,then 
theſe that be nominateglet them be put in eleion,that the Kirk 
may have the choyce. 

If the Kirk be of ſmaller number then that Seniors and Deacons 
can bechoſen from amongſt them,then may they well be joyned 
to the next adjacentKirks. For theplurality of Kirks yithout Mt- 
niſters and order,ſhall rather hurt then edifice. 

The election of Elders and Deacons ought to be uſed every year 
once, which wee judge to be molt convenient at the firſt day of 
Augultleſt of long continuance of ſuch officers,men preſume up- 
on the liberty of che Kirk. It harteth not that one be received in 
office moe years then one,ſo that he be appointed year!yby com- 
mon and tree ele&ion ; provided alwayes that the Deacons and 
Theſaurers be not 'compelled to receive the office againe for the 
tpace of three yeares. 


Hoy the votes and ſaffrages may be beſt received,fo that every 
K 2 man 
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man may give his vote freely, every ſeyerall Kirk may take fuch 
order as belt ſeemes them. 

The Elders being ele&ed, muſt be admoniſhed of their office, 
which is toaflit the Minilters in all publike affaires of the Kirk,to 
wit, in determining and judging cauſes, in giving admonition to 
the licentious liver, in having reſpeR tothe manners and conyer- 
ſation efall men within theircharge.For by the gravity of the Se- 
niors,the light & unbridled life of the licentious, mult be corre- 
Red, &bridled. Yea theSeniors onght totake heed to the like man- 
ners, diligence and (tudy of their Miniſters, If he be worthy of 
admonition, they muſt admoniſh him ; of corre&ion, they muſt 
corre& him : and if he be worthy of depoſition, they, with con- 
ſent of the Kirk, and Super-intendent,may depoſe him,ſo that his 
crime deſerve ſo. If a Miniſter be light of converſation, by his El- 
ders and Deacons he _ to be admoniſhed. If he be negligent 
in tudy,or one that vaikes not upon his charge, or flock , or one 
that propones not faithfull docrine, he deſerves ſharper admoni«. 
tion & correQion. To the which ifhee be found fubborn and in- 
obedient,then may the Seniors of the Kirk complaine to the Mi- 
niſtryof the two next adjacentKirks,wheremen of greater gravi- 
tieare-To whoſe admonition if he be found inobedient, he ought 
to be diſcharged of his Miniſtrie, till his repentance appeare,and a 
place be vakand for him. If any Miniſter be deprehended in any 
notable crime,as whordom,adultery,manſlaughrer,perjury,teach- 
ing of hereſie,or any other deſerving death,or that may be a note 
of perperuall infamie,he ought to be depoſed for ever. By herelie 
we mean pernicious doctrine plainly taught,and openly defended, 
again(t the foundations and principles of onr faith: and ſuch a 
crime we ſhdge to deſerve perpetuall depoſition from theMiniftry, 

For molt dangerous we know it to be to commit the flocke to a 
man infe&ed with the peſtilence ofherefie. Some crimes deſerve 
depofition for a time,& while the perſon give declaration of grea= 
rer po and honeftie, And if a Miniſter be deprehended drink- 
ing,brawling, or fighting, an open ſlanderer, or infamer of his 
neighbours, factious , anda ſower of diſcord,he muſt be comman- 
ded ro ceaſe from his Miniftrie,till he declare ſome ſign of repen- 
rance,upon the which the Kirk ſhall abide him the | hes of 20. 
dayes,or further,astheKirk ſhal think expedient,before they pro- 
ceed to a new ele&tion.Every inferiour Kirk ſhall by one of their 
Seruors,and one of their Deacons, once in the yeare,notifie unto 


the 
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the Miniſters of the Super-intenJents Kirk,the life,manners,ftudy 
& diligence of their Miniſters, to the end the diſcretion of ſome 
may corre the levity of others.Not only mult the life & maners 
of Miniſters come under cenſure & judgement of theKirk,but al- 
ſo of their wives,children and familie, judgement mult be taken, 
that he neither live riotouſly, neither yer avaritiouſly; yea reſpe& 
muſt be had how they ſpend the ſtipend appointed to their living. 
If a reaſonable Ripend be appointed, and they live avaritiouſly, 
they muſt be admoniſhed to live as they receive : for as exceſle & 
ſuperfluitie 15 not tolerable in a Minifter,ſo is avarice,& the care- 
full ſollicitude of money,utterly to be damned in Chrifts ſervants, 
& eſpecially in them that are fedupon the charge of the Kirk. We 
judge it unſeemly and untolerable,that Miniſters ſhall be buirded 
in common Ale-houſes, or in Tavernes,neither yet mult a Mini- 
ſer be permitted to frequent & commonly haunt the Court,un- 
lefſe it le for a time when he is either ſent by the Kirk,either yet 
called for by the authoritie,for his counſell & judgement incivill 
affaires,neither yet muſt he be one of the Councell, be he judged 
never ſo apt for the purpoſe. But either muſt he ceaſe from the 
miniſtery(which at his own pleaſure he may not doe)or elſe from 
bearing —_ civill affaires , unleſſe it be to aſſiſt the Parlia- 
ment, if they be called. 

The office of Deacons,as before is faid,is to receive the rents,8 
gather the almes ofthe Kirk,to keepand diſtribute the ſame as by 
the Minſters and Kirk ſhall be appointed ; they may alſo afliſt in 
jadgement with the Miniſter and Elders , and may be admitred 
co read in aſſembly, if they be required, and be able thereto. 

The Eldersand Deacons with their wives and houſhold,ſhould 
be under the ſame cenſure that is preſcribed for the Minilters.For 
they muſt be carefull over their office, and ſeeing rhey are judges 
over others manners, their own converſation ought to be1rrepre- 
henfble. They muſt be ſober , lovers and maintainers of con- 
cord and peace:and finally, they ought to be examples of godlines 
to others. Andif the contrary thereof appeare, they mult be ad- 
moniſhed thereof by the Minifters, or ſome of their brethren of 
the Miniſterie,if the fault he ſecret : and if the fault be open and 
known,they muſt be rebuked before the Minifſterie,and the ſame 
order kept againſt the Senior and Deacon, that before is deſcri- 
bed againſt the Miniſter. We think it not neceſſary, that any pub- 
lick ſtipend ſhall be appointed.either to the Elders , or yet to the 
K 3 Deacons, 
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Deacors,becauſe their travel! continues but for a yeare, and alſo 
becauſe that they are not ſo occupied with the aftatres of theKirk, 
but that reaſonably they may attend upon their domelticall bu- 
finefle. 
The ninth head concerning the policie of the Kirk. 
Dre weecall an exerciſe of the Kirk 1n ſuch things as may 
bring the rude andignorant to knowledge,or elſe inflame the 
learned to greater fervencie, or to reteine the Kirk in good or- 
der: And thereof there bee two ſorts , the one utterly neceſla- 
ry,as that the word be truly preached,the ſacraments rightly mi- 
niſtred, common prayers publickly made,thatthe children & rude 
perſ5s be inſtructed 1n the chief points of rel1gion,& that offences 
be corre&ed & puniſhed: Theſe things be ſo neceſlary,that with- 
out the ſame there is no face of a viſible Kirk. The other is profi- 
table, bur not meerly neceſſary.That Pſalms ſhould be ſung,that 
certain places of the Scripture be read when there is no ſermon, 
that this day or that , few or many in the week, the Kirk ſhould 
aſſemble : Of theſe and ſuch others,we cannot ſeehoy a certaine 
order can be eſtabliſhed; For in ſome kirkes the Pſalms may con- 
veniently be ſtzng,in others perchance they cannot. Some kirkes 
convene every day,ſome twice, ſome rhriceinthe week, ſome per- 
chance bur once. In this and ſuch like mult every particular kirk 
by their conſent appoint their owne policte. In great Townes we 
thinke expedient that every day there beeither Sermon,or com- 
mon prayers,with ſome exerciſe of reading of Scriptures, What 
day the publick-Sermon is, we can neither require nor rms ap= 
prove that the common prayers be publickly uſed , leſt that wee 
{hall eicher foſter the people in ſuperſtition , who come to the 
prayers,as they cometo the Maſſe ; or elſe give them occaſion, 


that they think them no prayers, but which be made before and. 


after Sermons. - 

In every notable town,we require that one day beſide the-Sun- 
day be appointed to the Sermon and prayers, which, during the 
time of Sermon,wmult be kept free from all exerciſe of labour, as 
well ofthe Maſter as of the Servant. In ſmaller townes, as wee 


have {aid, the commonconſent of the kirk muſt put order , 'but 
the Sunday mult ftraitly be kept both before & afternoone inall 


rownes.Before noone mult the word be preached.and Sacraments 
minltred, as alſo marriage ſolemnized ,-if occaſion offer : after 
zone mult the yong children be publickly examined in their Ca» 

| | techiſme 
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techiſme inthe audience of che people, whereof the Miniſter mult 
take great diligence, as well to cauſe the people underttand the 
qaeſtions proponed as an{ivers , and thar dottrine that may be 
colleged thereof. 

The order,% how mnch is appointed for every Sunday is already 
diftingniſhed in the book of our common order,which Carechiſm 
is the moſt pzrfect thar ever yet was uſed in the kirk ; and afcer 
noone may Baptitme beriniftred , when occahion is offered of 
oreat travell before noone. Ir is alſo to be obſerved, that prayers 
be after noone upon Sunday,where there is neither preaching nor 
carechiſme, Ir appertaines to the policie of the kirk to appoint 
rhe times when the Sacraments ſhall be miniſtred.Baptiſme may 
be miniſtred whenſoever the word 1s preached : But we think1c 
more expedient that it be miniſtred. upon Sunday, or upon the 
day of progert onlyafter theSermon;Parrtly to remove this grofle 
errour,by the which many are deceived,thinking that children be 
damned if they die withour Baptiſm;and partly to make the p20- 
ple have greater reverence to the adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments then they have:for we ſee the people begin already to wax 
weary by reaſon of the frequent repetition of thoſepromitſes, 

Fonre times inthe yeare we think ſufficient ro the adminiſtra- 
tiofrof the Lords Table,which we defire to be diſtined,thar the 
ſuperſtition of times may be avoided fo farre as may be. For 
your Honours are not ignorant how ſuperſtitiouſly the people 
runne to that ation'at Paſche, even as if the time gave vertue 0 
the Sacrament;and how the reſtof the whole yearzthey are care- 
leſſe and negligent, as if it appertained not* unto them , bur ar 
that time onely.We think therefore moſt expedient, that the fir{ 
Sunday of March be appointed for one time, the firſt Sunday of 
Junefor another,the firſt Sunday of September for the third,the 
firſt Sunday of December for the fourth. We doe nor deny bur 
any ſeverall kirk for reaſonable cauſes may change the time, and 
may miniſter oftner,but we ſtudy to repreſſe ſaperſtition. All Mi- 
-ifters muſt be admoniſhed to be more carefull ro inftruR the ig- 
norant, then ready to ſerve their appetite, andto ute more ſharp 
examination,then indulgence,in admitting to their great Myſto- 
ries ſuch as be ignorant of thenie and vertue of the farn;..+ ad 
therfore we think that the adminiſtration of the Table ought ne- 
ver to be without examination paſſing before, & ſpecially ofthem 


whoſe knowledge is ſulpe&.W ethink that none are to be oe 


64 The firſs Booke of Diſcipline. 
ted to this Myſterie, who can not formally fay the Lordsprayer, 
the Articles of the Belicfe , and declare the fumme of the Layy. 
Further,we think it a thing molt expedient & neceſſary,that eve- 
ry Kirk have the Bible in Engliſh , and that the peopie be com- 
manded to convene and heare the plaine reading and interpretati- 
on of the Scripture,as the Kirk ſhall EPR frequent reading, 
this groſſe ignorance,\hich in this curſed Papiltry hath overfloyw- 
edall,may partly be removed. We thinke it molt expedient that 
the Scripture be read in order :that is, that ſome one book of the 
old or new Teſtament be begun and orderly read to the end:And 
the ſame we judge of preaching where the Minifter for the moſt 
part remaines in one place.Forthis skipping and divagation from 
place to place of Scripture, be it in reading, or be 1t 1n preaching 
we judge not ſo profitable to edifie the Kirk, asthe continuall fol- 
lowing of one text, Every Maſter of houſhold muſt be comman- 
ded either to inſtruct, or cauſe to be inſtructed, his children, ſer- 
rants, and familie , in the principalls of the Chriſtian Religion, 
without the knowledge whereof , ought none to be admitted 
co the Table of the Lord Jeſus. For ſuch as be ſo dull, and fo ig- 
norant,that they can neither try themſelyes , nor yet know the 
dignitie and myſterie of that aQtion, cannot eat and drink of that 
Table worthily. And therefore of neceſlity we judge, that every 

eare at the leaſt, publick examination be had by the Miniſters & 

lders of the knowledge of every perſon, within the Kirk;to wit, 
that every Maſterand Miſtreſſe of houſhold come themſelves,and 
their family,{o many as become to maturity, before the Miniſter 
and the Elders,& give confeſſion of their faith.If they underſtand 
not,nor cannot rehearſe the commandements of Gods law,know 
not how to pray, neither wherein their righteouſneſſe Rands, or 
conſifts,they ought.not to be admitted to the Lords Table. And 


if they ſtubbornly contemne, 8& ſuffer their children and ſervants 


to continue in wilfull ignorance, the diſcipline of the Kirk muſt 
proceed againſt them to excommunication: and then muſt rhar 
matter be referred to the Civill Magiſtrate. For ſeeing that the 
juſt lives by his own faith,and Chrift Jeſus juſtifies by knowledge 
of himſelfe;, inſafferable we judge 1t that men be permitted to 


.**.ard continue in ignorance, as members of the Kirk. 


* 'Morteover,men, women, Children, would be exh orted to exer- 
ciſe themſelves in Palmes, that when the Kirke doth convene 
and ing, they may be the more-able together, with c—_ 
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hearts and voyces to praiſe God. In private houſes wethink expe- 
dient,thart che moſt grave and diſcreet perſon uſe the common 
prayers at morne and at night, for the comfort and inftrution of 
others. For ſeeing thar we Behold and ſee the hand of God now 
preſently triking us with divers plagues, wethinke it a contempt 
of his judgements , or provocation of his angermore to be kind- 
ledagainit us, if ye be not moved to repentance of our former 
unthankfulnefſe,and to earneſt invocation of his name, whoſe on- 
ly power may , and great mercy wlll, if we unfainedly convert 
unto him,remove from us their terrible plagues , which now for 
our iniquities hang over our heads. Convert us 6 Lord, and we ſhall 
be converted, | 

For Prophecying , or Interpreting of the 
Scriptures. | 

'E? the end that the Kirk of God may have a tryall of mens 
knowledge , judgements , graces and utterances , as alſo 

ſuch that have ſomewhat profited in Gods word , may from 
time to time grow in more full perfeQtion to ſerve the Kirk, as 
neceflity ſhall require,it ismore expedienc rhat in every cowne, 
where Schooles and repaire of learned men are, there be in one 
certaine day every week appointed to that exerciſe,which S. Par! 
cals prophecying; The order whereof is expreſſed by him in their 
words, Let two or three Prophets ſpeake , and tet the reſt judge : But if 
any thing be revealed to hims that ſits byJet the former keep ſilence © yee 
may one by one all propheſie that all may learne, and all may receive con- 
ſolation. And the ſpirit, that is, the j s of the Prophets, are ſub- 
Jelt tothe "Ine By which words of the Apoſile .1t is evident, 
chat inthe Kirk of Corinth, when they did aſſemble for that pur- 
poſe, ſome place of Scripture was read , upon the which one firtt- 
ave his judg t tothe inſtruction & conſolation of the audi- 
tors:after whom did another,either confirm what the former had 
faid, or added what he had omirted,or did gently correc, or ex- 
plaine more properly,where the whole veritie was not revealed to 
the former. And in caſe things were hid from the one, and from 
the other, liberty was given for a third to ſpeake his judgement to 
the edification of the Kirk. Above which number of chree (as 
appreny they paſſed nor, for avoiding of confuſion. This exer- 
is 2 thing mott'necefſary for the Kirk of God this day» in 
Scotland. For thereby, as faid is; ſhall the Kirk have judgement, 
and knowledge of the graces, gifts, and utterances of eyery man 


within 
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-withintheir body» The ſimple, and ſuch as have ſomwhat profi= 
red,(hal be —_— daily to ſtudy, 8&ro proceed in knowledge, 
' the Kirk ſhall be edified. For this exerciſe muſt be patent-to ſach 
as liſt to heare and learne,8& —_——_ ſhall have liberty to utter 
and declare his minde and knowledge to the comfort and conſo- 
lation of the Kirk. Burt leſt of this profitable exerciſe there ariſe 
debate and ſtrife , curious, peregrine, and unprofitable queſtions 
-areto be avoided. All interpretation diſagreeing from the prin- 
ciples of our faith, repugning to charity , or that Rands in plaine 
contradiction with any other manifeſt place of Scripture , is to 
be rejected. The Interpreter in.this exerciſe may not take tohim- 
ſelf the liberty of a publick Preacher(yea,although he be a Mini- 
ſer appointed.) bur he mult bindhimſelfeto his text , that hee 
enter not in digrefſion, or inexplaining common places:he may 
uſe no invective 1n that exerciſe, unleſle ic be of ſobriety 1n con- 
futing hereſies :1n exhortations or admonitions he mult be ſhort, 
chat the time may be ſpent in opening the minde of the Holy. 
Ghoſt in that place: following the:ſequele and dependence of the 
text, and obſerving ſuch notes as may inſtruct - and | edifie 
the auditor for avoiding of contention: neither may- the Inter- 


'preternor any inthe Afſemblie move any queſtion. in open au- 


dience , whereto himlſelfe is not able to give reſolution, without 


"reaſoning with another, but my man ought to ſpeake-his own 
-judgement to the edification of r bebe FE 


eKirk, .-.\-\ +; | 

It any be noted with curioſity of bripging ih ef range do- 
Arine, he muſt be admoniſhed by the Moderator, Miniſters and 
Elders, immediatly after the interpretation is ended. . .-.. 

The whole Miniſters, a number. of -them'thatare of the A(- 
_ , onght to convene together, where examination \{ho0uld 
be had, how the perſons that did interprete did: handle and con- 
vey the matter ( they themſelves being removed; )to every:man 


muſt be given his cenſure; After the which , the 'perſon- being 
called, the faults (if any notable beifound)are noted, and the per- 
ſon gently admoniſhed::! ---- - S | 


In that Afſembly are all queſtions and doubts, ifany ariſe, re- 
folved withour contention; the Miniſters of the Pariſh Kirks in 
Landwart adjacent to every chiefe Town,and the Readers,if they 
have any gittoof interpretation, within: {ix- miles, mbſt conicurre 


 - andaflift thefe that prophecie within the cownes, tothe end thar 
they themſelyes may eicher learne,orothers may learne by tlie. 


And 
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And moreover men in whom is ſuppoſed to be any gift which 
might edifie the Church, if they were well imployed, muſt be 
charged by the Miniſter and Elders,to joyne them!elves with the 
ſeſſion,and company of Interpreters,to the end that the Kirk may 
judge whether they be able ro ſerve to Godsglory,& to the pro- 
fir of the Kirk in the vocation of Miniſters or nor : And if any 
be found diſobedient , and not willing to communicate the gifts 
and ſpeciall graces of God with their brethren, after ſufficient ad- 
monttion,; Diſcipline muſt proceed againſt them, provided that 
the civill-Magil(trate concutre with the judgement and eletion of 
the Kirk. For no man' may be permitced as belt pleaſeth him , to 
live within the Kirk of God, but every manmult be conſtrained 
by fraternal admonition and corre&tion , to beſtow his labours, 
when of theKirk he is required,to the edification of others. What 
day in the week is moſt convenient for thatiexerciſe; what books 
of Scripture ſhall be moſt profitable to read,we refer rorhe judges 
ment of ny articular Kirk,we meane,to the wiſedome of the 
Miniſters and Elders, ; | 
od 9:1 .; * Of Mariege. * 4: 
Prat that Marriage ,[the bleſſed ordinance of God, in this 

curſed Papiftrie,hath partly been contemned, and partly hath 
beene ſo infirmed ,: that the parties conjoyned could neyer be 
aſlured.in conſcience, if the'Biſhops and Prelates liſt to diſſolve 
the ſame,we have thought. good ro ſhew our judgements how ſuch 
confuſion in times comming may be avoided; 

And firſt publick inhibition: muſt be made,that no perſon under 
the power or obedience of others, ſach as ſonnes and daughters, 
& thoſe thar, be under curazors,neither men nor women,contrat 
marriage privately,/and without-knowledge of their parents, tu- 
rors or curators,under whoſe powet they are for the time:Which 
if they doe ,. the cenſure and diſcipline of the Kirk to proceed a- 
oainſt chem. If the ſon or: daughter , or other, have their heart 
touched with the defire of marriage;they. are bound co give honor 
to their parents,that they opeti unto them. theit affeRion, asking: 
their counſell and affiffance, hoy that motion, which they judge. 
to be of God,may be performed. If the faztier, friend or maſter, 
oaineftand their requeſt ,' and have no other cauſe then the com- 
mon.ſort of men have ; to wit, lack of goons, and becauſe they 
are not {o'high borne , as rhey require, yer. mult nor the: parties. 
whoſe hearts are once mage any covenant till further declara= 

| ; hs 8" 


t10n 
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tion be madeunto the Kirk of God,and therefore after that they 
have opened their mindes to their parents, or ſuch others as have 
charge over them,they mult declare ic:to the Miniſter alſo, or to 
the civill Magiſtrate,requiring them totravell with their parents 
for their conſent, which to doe they are bound. And if they, to 
wit, the Miniſter or Magiſtrate find no cauſe, that is juſt , why 
the marriage required may not be fulfilled, then after ſufficient 
admonition to the father, friend, maſter, or ſuperiour, that none 
of them reſiſt the work of God, the Miniſter or Magiſtrate may 
enter in the place of parents , andbe conſenting to their juſt re- 
queſts,may admit them to marriage; For the work of God _ 
not to be hindred, by the corrupt affections of worldly men. The 
work of God we call,when two hearts,without filthineſle before 
committed,are ſo joyned,& both require and are content to live 
together in-that holy band of Matrimony. Ifany commit forni- 
cation with that woman hee requires in Marriage, they doe both 
loſe this foreſaid benefit as well of theKirk,as of theMagiſtrate; 
For neither of both ought to be interceſſors or advocats for filthy 
fornicators. But the father or neereſt friend, whoſe daughter be- 
ing a virgine is defloured,hath power by the law of Godto'come 
pell the man that did that injurie ro marry his daughter : and if 
the father wil not accept him byreaſon of his offence,then mayhe 
require the dowry of his daughter,which if the offender be tiot a« 
ble to pay, then ought the civill Magiſtrate to puniſh his body by 
ſome other puniſhment. And becauſe whoredome, fornication, 
adulcerie,are finnes moſt common in this Realme, we require of 
your Honours in the name of the eternall God,thar ſevere puniſh- 
ment,according as God hath commanded, be' executed againft 
ſach wicked:contemners. For we doubt nor, bit ſuch enormities 
and crimes openly committed, provoke the wrath of God,as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh , not onely upon the offenders, bur upon fach 
places, where without puniſhment they are committed,But to re- 
rurn'to our former purpoſe,Marriage ought not to be contracted 
among perſons;that have noeleAtion for lack of underſtanding. 
And therefore we affirme that bairns and infants cannot lawfully 
be married in their-minor age, to wit, the man within 14-yeares, 
and the woman 12.yearsat leaſt. Which if it have been,and they 
have keptthemſelvesalwayes ſeparate, we cannot judge them to 
adhere,asmen & wives; by reaſon 6f thar promiſe which in Gods 
preſence was-7io promiſe ar all:but if in yeares of jadgemenc ny 
OL] Ve 
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have embraced the one the other,then by reaſon of that laſt con- 
' ſent,they have ratified chat which others have permitted for them 


in their youth-head. | 


* In a reformed Kirk Marriage ought not to be ſecretly uſed, but 


in open face,andpublick audience of the Kirk,and for avoiding of 
dangers,expedient it 15,that the band be publickly proclaimed 3. 
.Sundayes, unlefſe the perſons be ſo knowne, that no ſuſpition of 

danger may ariſe : and then may the time be ſhortned at the di(- 
cretion of the miniftrie. But no wayes can we admit marriage to 


be uſed ſecretly, how honourable ſoever the perſons be. The Sun- - 


day before noon we think moſt expedient for marriage, & it beu. - 


ſed no dayelſe, without the conſent of the whole miniftery. Marri- 
age once lawfully contrated, may not be diſſolved at mans plea- 


ſure, as our maſter Chriſt Jeſs doth wirnes , unleſſe adultene be 
comitred; which being ſufficiently proved in preſence of the civill | 


Magiftrate,the innocent(ifthey ſo require)ought to be pronoun- 
eed free,and the offender ought to ſuffer death, as God hath com- 


manded.1fthe civill ſword fooliſhly ſpare the life of the offender, | 


et may not the Kirke be negligent in their office, which isro ex- - 


y ; - 
communicate the wicked,andto repute them as dead members, & 


ro pronounce the innocent party to be at freedome, be they never © 


ſo honourable before the world. If the life be ſpared, as it oughe * 


not to be tothe offenders, & if fruits of repentance of long time 


appeare in them,and ifthey earneſtly deſire to be reconciled with: ' 


the Kirk, we judge they may be received to the participation'of 


the Sacraments,andother benefits ofthe Kirk. For. we would nor ' 
that the Kirk ſhould hold them excommunicate, whom God ab- 


folved,that is the penitent. If any demand whether that the offen- 


— s 


der after reconciliation with the Kirk,may not marry againie, We - 
anſwer,that if they cannot live continently,and'ifthe neceſſiey be 


ſach, as that they feare further offence of God, we cantiot forbid 
them to uſe the remedy ordained of God. If theparty offended, 
may be reconciled to the offender , theri-wee judge that on 110 


w 


wa _ it ſhall -be lawfull ro the offender to marry any o- 


er, except the party that. before hath been offended ; and 


the ſolemnization of the latter marriage muſt be in the open 


face of the Kirk; like as the former , but without proclamation 


of bands, 


This we do offer asthe beſt connſef that God giverh unto us in ' 


fo doubrſome a caſe, but the moſt perfe& reformarion were, if | 


L 3 your 
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your Honours would give to God his honour and glory, that yee 
would preferre his expreſſe commandement to your own corrupt 
judgments,eſpectally in puniſhing of theſe crimes,which he com- 
mandeth to be puniſhed with death. For ſo ſhould yeedeclare 
your ſelvesGods true obedient officiars,and your common=wealth 
ſhould be rid of innumerable troubles. 

We meane not.that ſinnes committedin our former blindneſſe 
(which be almoſt buried in oblivion) ſhall be called again to ex- 
amination and judgement. But we require that the law may be 
now, and hereafter ſo eſtabliſhed and execute, that thisungodly 
impunity of finne have noplace within this Realme. Forin the 
feare of God we fignifie unto your Honours, that whoſoever per- 
ſwades you that ye may pardon where God commandeth death, | 
decelves your ſoules,and provokes you'to offend Gods Majeſtic. 

| Of Bmriall. 
Fail in all ages hath beene holden ineftimation to fignifie 
thatthe ſame body which was committed to the earth ſhould 
not utterly periſh, bur ſhould riſe againe, and the ſame we would 
have kept within this Realme. Provided that ſuperſtition , ido- 
latry , and whatſoever hath proceeded of a falſe opinion , and 
for advantage ſake, may be avoided, and finging of Maſle, placebo 
and dirige , and all otherprayers over, or for the dead, which are 
not onely ſuperſtitious and vaine, but alſo are idolatry , and doe 
repugne to the plaine Scriptures of God. For plaine it 1s, that eve- 
ry one that dyeth, departerh either in the faith of Chriſt Jeſas,or, 
eparteth in incredulity. Plaine it is, that they that depart in the 
erue faith of Chriſt Jeſus reſt from their labours, and from death 
doe goeto life everlaſting , as by. our Maſter and his Apoſtles we 
are taught. But whoſoever departeth inunbeliefe, orin incredu- 
lity , (hall never ſee life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
And ſo we fay , that prayers for the dead are not onely fuperſtt- 
tious and vaine, but doe expreſly repugne tothe manifeſt Scrip= 
cures and veritie thereof, For avoiding, of all inconveniences we 
Judge 1t beſt,thart neicher ſinging, nor reading beat buriall. For 
albeit things ſung and read may admonith ſome ot the living to 
prepare themſelves for death , . yet ſhall ſome ſuperſtitions think 
that ſinging and reading of the living may profit the dead. And 
therfore we think it moſt expedient,that the dead be conveyed ro 
the place of buriall with ſome honeſt company of the Kirk with- 
out elther ſinging or reading ; yea, without all kind of ceremony 
heretofore 
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heretofore uſed, other then that the dead be. committed to the 
rave,witt-ſuch gravity and ſobriety,as thoſe thar be preſent ma 
cemeto feare the judgements of God, and to hate finne which 1s 

the cauſe of dearh. : 

We are not ignorant,that ſome require a Setmon at the buriall, 
or elſe ſome place of Scripture to be read, to put the living in 
minde that they are mortall,and that likewiſe they muſt die.Bur 
ler theſe men underſtand,that the Sermons which bedaily made 
ſerve for that uſe ; which if men deſpiſe , the funeral! Sermons 
ſhall rather nouriſh ſuperſtition and a falſe opinion, as before is 
faid,then that they ſhall bring ſuch perſons to a godly confidera- 
tion of their own eſtate. Attoureither ſhall the Miniſters for the 
moſt part be occupied in funerall Sermons,or elſe they ſhall have 
reſpect of perſons, preaching at the burials ofthe rich and hono- 
rable,burt keeping filence when the poore and deſpiſed departeth; 
and this with fafe conſcience cannot the Miniſter doe.For ſeein 
that before God there is no reſpect of perſohs,and that their Mi- 
niftrie appertatneth to all alike ,. whatſoever they doe to the rich 
In reſpect of their Miniftrie, the ſame they are bound to doeto 
the pooreſt under their 'charge. In refpe& of divers inconveni= 
ences we think 1t neither ſeemly that the Kirk appointed toprea- 
ching and miniſtration of the Sacraments ſhall be made a place 
of buriall, bur that ſome other ſecret andconyenient place, lying 
in the moſt free aire,be __ forthat uſe,which place oughr 
to be walled and fencedabout;and kept for that uſe onely. 

For repairation of the Kirks. 
Eſt that the word of God; and miniſtration of the Sacra- 

ents by unſeemlineſſe of the place come-in contempt , of 
neceflity ir 1s that 'the Kirk and place where the people ought 
publickly to convene be with expedition repaired with doores, 
windowes, thack, and with ſuch preparation 'within, as appertai=- 
neth as well to the Majeſtie of God,as unto the eaſe and commo- 
dity of the people. And becauſe we know the ſlothfulneſſe ofmen 
in this behalfe, and in allother, which may not redound to their 
private commodirie , ſtrait charge and commandement mult be 
given,that withinane certaine day the reparation muſt be begun, 
and within another day to be affixed by your Honours, that it 
= be finiſhed.Penaltijes and famms of mony mult be injoyned, 
and without pardon taken fromthe contemners. 


The reparation would be according to the ability and wag wa 
r 
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ber of Kirks. Every Kirk muſt have doores , cloſe windowes of 
olafle,thackahle to with-hold rain, a bell to convocate the people 

rogether, a pulpit, a baſen for baptizing , andrable for miniltra- 

tion of the Lords Supper. In greater Kirks, and where the Con- 

gregation is great in number , mult reparation be made yithin 

che Kirk,for the quiet and commodious receiving of the people. 

The expenſes are to be lifted partly of the people,and partly of 

the teinds, at the conſideration of the Maniltry, 


For puniſhment of thoſe that profane the Sacraments and con- 
a. the ly of God r and dare preſume to miniſter 
them not being thereto lawfully called, 


A'S Satan hath never ceaſed from the beginning,todraw man- 
F'\ kind indne of two extremities, to wit, that men ſhould ei- 
their be ſo raviſhed with gazing upon the viſible creatures, that 
forgetting the cauſe wherefore they are ordained, they attribu- 
ted unto them a vertue and power, which God hath nor granted 
unto them : or elſe thar men ſhould ſo contemn and deſpiſe Gods 
bleſſed Ordinance, and holy inſtitutions, as if that neither in the 
right uſe of them there were any profic, neither yet in their pro- 
fanations there were any danger. As this way, we ſay Satan hath 
blinded the moſt part of mankinde from the beginning : ſo doubt 
we not , but that he will ftrive to continue in his malice eyen to 
the end. Oureyes have ſeen, and pony doe ſee the experience 
. ofthe one, and of the other. What was the opinion of the moſt 
part of men,of the Sacrament of Chriſts body and bloud, during 
the darkneſſe of ſuperſtition, isnot unknowne,How it was gazed 
npon,kneeled unto, born in proceflion, and finally worſhipped & 
honoured as Chriſt Jeſus himſelfe. And fo long as Satan might 
then retaine men in that damnable idolatrie,he was quiet, as one 
that poſſeſled his kingdome of darknes peaceably. Bur fince that 
It hath pleaſed the merciesof Godto revealeunto the unthankfull 
world the light of his Word , the right uſe and adminiſtration of 
his Sacraments,he afſayes man upon the contrary part.For where 
nor long agoe men ftood in ſuch admiration of that idol che 
Maſe, that none durſt havepreſumed to have ſaid the Maſſe, but 
the ſhaven ſort , the beaſts marked men ; ſome dare now be o 
bold as without all vocation to miniſter, as they ſuppoſe,the true 
Sacraments in open Afemblics : and ſome idiots (yer more wic- 
kedly and impndently )dare coumerfet in their houſe, that _ 
[ae 
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the true Miniſters doe iti _—_ Congregations. They preſume 
we fay, todoe It in houſes, without reverence, without Word Prea- 
ched, and withour Miniſter. 'THiz contenipr: proceeds, no doubr, 
from the malice and craft of that Serpent, whio fit deceived man, 
of purpoſe to deface the glory of @hrifts Evangell, and to bring 
his bleſſed Sacraments in a oy xo contempt * Andfurther, your 
Honors may cleetrly ſee, how (tubbornly and proudly the moſt parc 
defpiſes the'Evangell of Chritſelus offered unto you,whom unleſſe 
that ſharply and ſtouely'ye reſiſt , we mean as well the manifeſt de- 
ſpiſer, as the prophaner of the Sacraments, ' yeſhall inde them per- 
nicious enemies ere it belong. And therefore in the Name of the 
Eterna]l God, and of his Son Chriſt Teſas, we require of your Ho- 
nors, that withour delay, ftrair Lawesbe made againſt the one , and 
the other. 

Wedarenor preſcribe unto you, -what penalties ſhall be requi- 
red of (nch; Butthis we feare norro- affirme, rhar the one and the 
othet deſerve death. For ifhe who doth falfific the ſeale, ſubſcrip- 
rion, or:coine of a King, is judged worthy of death , what ſhall we 
thinke of hinywho plainly doth falfifle the Seales of Chriſt Jeſus, 
Prince ofthe Kings of the earth? If Darizs pronounced that a balk 
ſhould be taken from the” houſe of that man, and he himſelf 
hanged upon it,' that durſt attempt to hinder the re-edifying of 
the materiall Temple;, what ſhall we fay of thoſe, that con- 
tenypruouſly blaſpheme[Got , and \mariifeſtly hinder the Temple 
of God, which is the ſoules and bodies of the ele& to be purged by 
the true Preaching of Chriſt Jeſus , from the ſuperſtition and datn- 
nable Idolatry , in which they have been long plunged , and hol- 
den caprive? If ye, as Goth forbid, declare yuur ſelves carelefſe 
over thetrue:Religion, God will nor ſuffer your negligence unpu- 
nithzd ; and re more earneſtly we require that ſtrait Lawes 
may be made againſt the ſtubborne contemners of Chriſt Teſus, 
and againſt ſach as dare preſume to miniſter his Sacraments , not 
orderly called rorthar Office, leaſt while that chere be none found 
we OORRD 2 , the wrath of God be kindted againſt the 
waoile, | 

The Papiſticall Prieſts have neither power , nor aurhoritie to 
miniſter the Sacraments of Chriſt Jeſus , becauſe that in their 
mouth is not the Sermon . of 'exhortation: and rherefore to them 
muſt ſtrait Jnhibicion be-riade 5/ norwirhſtanding any uſurpation 
they bave had'in the rime'of —_ Iris neither rhe chpping 
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of their erownes, the greaſfing of their fingers; not the blowing of 
the dumbe dogges, called the Biſhops, neither'vhe.: laying on of 
their hands, that makerh Miniſters of Chrif-TJeſus. ;- Bux 4be- Spirir 
of God inwardly, firkmoving the hearts ro frek. Chriſts glory ,, and 
the profir of bls Kirk, and thereafter the nomination . of the 
people, - the examination of rhe Jearned , and publike admiſſion 
( «5 before is (aid ), make men lawful Miniſters of che Word, and 
Sacraments, We ſpeak of an ondivjaty vogatidn; andinet of that 
which js extraondipary, when God by -hinwelfe , and) Mk his onely 
omg raiſerh upto the Miniftcry ſuch as beſt plevſth, his wiſe> 
ome. 23 Fi ip eybtgny 5 nes 


|. iT he:Conchefions © ul 1) 4 
'T" H US have we in theſe few heads offered unto your Ho- 


nors our judgements, according as we were commanded, 
touching the reformation of things, which bereroftye have 
altogether been abuſed inrhis quried Papiftrie: We. doubn 
not but ſame of our petitions ſhaY-appeare ſtrange unto you vtche 
firſt fight, Bur if your wiſedomes deeply confider, that we muſt an- 


ſwere not only unto man, but alſa before the:throne bf rhe. eter» 
nall God, and of his Son Chriſt Teſus, for the coynſell which we 
give in this ſo grave a matter, your Honors ſhall eafily contider, 
that more afſured itis to.us ta;fall in the diſpledfure-ofall-men in 
the carih, then to offend rhe Majeftic of God , whoſe juſtice can= 
not ſuffer flatrerers, and deceitful! counſellors unpunifhed, Thar 
we require the Kirk to be ſet at ſuch liberty, that ſhe neither be com» 
pelled: ro:feed Idle-bellies , neichtr yer. co ſuſtaine che tyranme 
which heretofare hach betn by violence maintained : wee know 
we ſhall offend many, bur if we ſhould keep filence hereof, weeare 
moſt aſſured ro offend the juſt and Righteous God , who by the 
mouth of his Apoſtle hath pronounced thisſentence, He that labowr= 
«hb not, let bimnot eat; Tf wein this behalfe, or in any ather, re- 
quire or aske any other thing then by Gods exprefle Conumande« 
ment, by equiry and good conſcience. ye are bound to grant, 
Er it benoted, and after repudiate. Burt if wee require nothing 
which Gad rcquirethnor alſo, let. your Honors take heed how 
ye gaineſtand the. charge ofhim, whoſe hand and punifhnient yee 
cannot eſcape. If blinde affetions:rather lead you tohaverchpet 
wo the ſuſtentation of theſe your camall friends, who Nag == 
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have impyred above the flock of Chrift clus, then that thezeale of 
Chriſt Telus his glory: provake and move you to fer. his 
Kirk at -freedome-and' libertie, wee feare'your:tharpe and fud- 
daing.puniſhmenes:,:: apdiuhat the glory'und honor of this en- 
cerpriſebe reſervedanto others. And yer ſhalkthis our ju 't 
abide to the generations following , for.4 munument and witneffe 
how lovingly God called you, and this nation to Repentance : what 
counſellours God ſent unto you , and how you have uſed the 
ſame, If obedigytly ya heargGod now calling, we doube.nor bute 
he ſhall heaze you i your greateſt neceſlicie. Bur if, following 
your owne corrupt julgements, ye contemnehis voice and vorcart- 
un, wear affured thatygqurfermper iniquirie, and prefnc ingrati- 
eude, ſhall together crave puniſhment from God, wha .can- 
not long dediyio eh BR righ juſt judgements, when aſter tiſa- 
ny offenees,andlodg blindnefſe, grace and mercy offered is con- 
temptuoully refuſed. : «© --4I\..--*.. 
God che Fatherof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the power of hisho- 
ly Spirks, wr pavcmary orien ts, that ye rilay'eſoop] —_— 
pleafing and acceptablety his pyeſence., avg fppowthe fame to t 
obedience, tharye may pr =o his revealed will to your owne 
affe&ions. - And'fo firengthen you by the Spirit of Fortirade, that 
boldly yee may 'punifh ries, and maintaine vertue-within this 


Re Ov raiſe: nd& lox of his holy Name, ro the;comfort 
an@a(furzh Y hs de Wtttiences, and to the comohtion, and 
the good example ofthe poſtericy following, Amen. . i 
"= Pros Edidburgh the 20. Ev 
of May. 1560, By your Honours 


moſt hnowble ſervitors, 


' 4. AH of Secret Counſell, 17 Tanuaris 


NA aun 1560. 
\ tioned from the beginning of this book , rhinkes the 
ſame good and conforme to Gods Word In all points 


conformeto the notes and additions hereto ciked : and promiſes oo 
| M 2 


E E which have ſubfcribed thir preſents, having advi- 
ſed with the Articles herein ſpecified, as is above men- 


76 The Firf0 Book uf D9(ciplins 
{ct the fame forward tothe uttermoſt of our powers. Providing that 
the Biſhops, Abbors, Priors, and other Prelates and benificed men, 
- which elſe 199197 BEER ro us, bruik the-revenues of their 
benefices during ther life times, they fuſtaining and he 
Miniſtry and Miniſters, as berein is ſpecified , for the Preaching of 
the Word , and miniftringo the Sacraments. '. - | | | 
[4] MIT Tp | - f0 jubſcribitur. 
James Hamiltour.'* Drumlangrig” 
Archbald, Argyle... Barganme yonger. 
James Stewart. | ' | Lochinwar.. 
Rothee, .  _ .. Cunninghambead. 
Boid. Tames Haliburtoun. 
William Lord Hay. hone Lochart of Bar.. 
Alexander Cambell. - . FoneSchaw of Halie./ 
M. Alexander Gordoun.” Scot of Haning,. 
Glencarne, James Maxwell. 
Uechiltrie. © George Fentoun of that ilk, 
Sanquhare, .. ''. _. Andro Kerof Fadounſide. 
S. Thones. Andro Hamiltonn of Le- 
William of Culroſſe. Deane of Murray. (thane. 
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Heads and Concluſions of the Policie 
of the Kirk. 


CHAP, I. | 
Of the Kirk and policie thereof in generall,and where- 
in it is different from the civill policie. 


HE Kirk of God ſometimes is: largely taken, for all 
them that profefſe che Evangell of Iefus Chriſt, and fo 
it 18 a.company and fellowſhip not onely of the godly, 
but alſo of hypocrites, profeffiag alwayes outwardly the 
true Religion. Ie 

Other times it is taken for the Godly and Ele& only , and ſome» 
times for them thar exerciſe ſpirituall fun&ion in the congregaticn 
ofthem thar:profeſſe the truth. 

-- The Kirkin this 'aſt ſenſe, hatha certain power granted by God, 
according to which it uſes a; proper juriſdiftion and government, 
exerciſed tothe comfort of the whole Kirk. A 
. This power Ecclcfiafticall is an authoritie granted by God the 
Father,through the Mediator Teſus Chriſt, unto his Kirke gathered, , 
and having the ground:in the Word of God to be pur/in execution 

fhe Kirk by laws - 


full calling is committed. 
The Policie of the Kirk flowing from this power; is an order or 
forme of ſpirituall government, - which is exerciſed by the members 
appointedthererpby the Worthaf God and herefore is givenimme- 
diately;5theioffice-btarers, b. whomit: is exerciſtdto theweak: of 
the whole body. | L 
"7 M3 This; 
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This power is diverſly ufed : for ſometime it is feverally exerct- 
ſed, chiefly by the teachers; ſomerime conjundGly by muruall con- 


ſent ofrhem that bear the office and charge, after the form of judge» 
ment. The former is onely called poteftss orginis , and the orher 


poteſt a Juriſdidionn,) 


Theſe two kinds of power have both one authority, one ground, 
one finall cauſe, but are different in the manner, and forme of exe- 
cution, as is evident by the ſpeaking of our Maſter in the 16 and 1 
of Matthew. FL | 

This power and policy Ecclefiaſticall is different and diſtin&in 
the own nature from that power and policy which'is c1Hed Civill 
power, and appertaineth to the Civill government of the Common 
wealth y albeit they be both ohGod, and tend co oneend, if they 
be rightly uſed, viz. to advance the glory of God,and to have godly 
and good ſubjetts. | 

For this power Ecclefiaſticall loweth immediately from God , 
and the mediator Jefus Chriſt,and is ſpiricuall, not having a tempo=- 
rall headintheearrh, bur only Cheift, che only (pirienall King and 
governour of his Kirk. 

| Teisaticle falfly uſurped by Antichriſt , tocall himſelfhead of 
the Kirk, and ought not to be attribured ro Angel,nor man,of what 


_ eſtarc thatever he be, ſaving to Chriſt the onely head and Monarch 


in the Kirk, 

Therefore this power and policy of the Kirk fhould leane ups 
the word.immediatly, as the onely ground thereof, and ſhould be 
taken fromthe pure fountains of theſcriptures,theKirk hearing the 
voice of Chriſt the only ſpirituall King, and being ruled by bis laws, 

Ic is proper to Kings, Princesand Magiſtratesto be'called Lords, 
and doamunatars over their ſubjefts whomthey govern civilly, but 
itis proper to Chriſt onely to be called Lord and Maſter in the Spi- 
rituail government of the Kirk;and all others that bear office there- 
in ought not to uſurp dominion therein, nor be called Lords, but 
only Miniſters, Diſciples, and ſervants. For'itis Chriſts proper of 
free to command and rule his Kirk univerfally, and every particular 
Kirk through his ſpirit and word, by the miniftery of men, 

Notwi ding, asthe Miniſters and others ofthe Ecclefiafticall 
eftateare ſubjeX ca the Magiſtrate civill, fo oughe the pon 
the Magiſtrate be fabj#& to 'the Kirk ſpiritually; ' and'in- P 
fticall government. Andtheexerciſc of juriſdiGioosean- 
not ſtand in one perſon ordinary, a _ 

e 
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The Civill power is called the power ofthe Sword, and the other 
the power of the oy 

Thecivill power ſhould command the ſpirituall to exerciſe, and 
to doe their office according to the word of God ; The fpiricuall 
rulers ſhould requirethe Chriſtian magiſtrate ro miniſter juſtice, 
and puniſh vice, and ro maintaine the liberty and quietnes of the 
Kirk within their bounds: 

_ The Magiſtrate commandeth externall things for externall peace 
and quietnefſe amongſt the ſubje&s : the Miniſter bandlerh exter- 
nall Sun onely for conſcience cauſe. 

The Magiſtrate handleth externall things only, and ations done 
before men,bur the ſpiricaall ruler judgerh both inward affeRions, 
andexcernall a&ions in reſpe&t of conſcience,by the word of God. 

The Civill _— craves and gets obedience by the ſword, 
and other externall meanes , but the Miniſtery by the fpirituall 
ſword, and fpirituall means. 

The Magiſtrate neither onght to preach, miniſter the ſacraments, 
nor exectte the cenſures of the kirk, nor yer preſcribe any rule how 
icfhould be done , but command the Miniſters to obſervethe rule 
commanded in the word, and punihh the rranſgreflors by Civill 
meanes. The Miniſters exerce not the Civill juriſdiftion, but 
ng the. Magiſtrate how it ſhould bee exerciſed according to the. 
word, 

The Magiſtrate ought co aflift, maintaine and fortifie the Juriſdi- 
Aion of _ | —_ _ aſliſt their Princes in all 
thi cecable-ro the word, providing they negle@ not their own 
jp oma'r themſelves in civill —_— 

. Finally, as Miniftersare ſubjeR co the judgement and puniſh» 
ment of the Magiſtrate inexternall things, if they offend : ſo ought 
the Magiſtrates to fubmic themſelves co the diſcipline of che Kirk , if 
they tranſyrelſe in matters of Conſcience and Religion. 


C.u AP. IT. 
Of the Policie of the Kirk, and perſons andoffice»bearerr, to whom 


the admini ftration 4 committed, 


' S inthectvill policy che whole Commonweale con{fteth in - 

them thar are governors, or Magiſtrates, andthem that are gas - 
verned,or ſubjefts: Sointhe policy of the Kirk ſome are ted 
co be ralers, andthe reſt ofthe members thereof tobe ruled, and 


obey 
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obey according to the word of God, and inſpiration of his ſpirit, al- 
wayes under one head and chlefe governour, Jeſus Chriſt. 

Again, the whole policy of che Kirk confiſterh in three things, in 
Do&trine, Diſcipline, and Diſtribution. With DoArine is annexed 
the adminiſtration of Sacraments : and according to the parts of 
this divifien, ariſcth a ſort of threefold officers in the Kirk, to wit, 
of Miniſters Preachers, Elders Governours , and Deacons diſtribu-- 
rers. And all theſe may be called by a generall word, Miniſters of 
the Kirk. For albeit the Kirk-of God be ruled and governed by ſe-' 
ſus Chriſt, who is the only King, high Prieſt, and head thereof, yer 
he uſeth the miniſtery of paen, avs the moſt neceſſary middes for this 


e. 5 

For ſo hehath from time to'time, before the Law, underthe 
Law,and-in the time of the Evangell for our great comfort raiſeU/us 
men indued wich the gifts of the fpirit, for the ſpiricuall-govern-- 
ment of his Kirk, exerciſing by chem his own power, through his 
ſpiricand word tothe building of the ſame. 45 Hs 

. Andrco take away all occaſion of tyranny, he-will chat they 
ſhould rule with mutuall conſent of brether, and equalicy cf power, 
every oneaccording to their funAions, 0 AO 

In the new Teſtament ; and time of the Evangell, he hath uſdd 
the Miniſtery of the Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangelifts, Paſtors, and 
Do@oys in adminiſtration of the word : The Elderſhip for good 
order, and adminiſtration of rhe Diſcipline : The Deaconſhip to 
have.the cure of the Eccleſiaſticall goods: 

Some of their Eccleſiafticall fun&ion are ordinary, and ſome ex- 
traordigary or temporary. There be three extraordinary funRions, 
The office of the Apoſtle , the Evangeliſt and of the er, which 
arenot perpetuall, and now have ceaſed inthe Kirk of God, ex- 
cept-when ir pleaſed God extraordinarily for a rime to ſtirre ſome 
of them up againe. 

There arc foure ordinary funRions or offices in the Kirk of God, 
the office of the paftur, Miniſter or Biſhop, the Do&or , Presbyrer 
or Elder, and the Deacon. 

. Their offices are ordinary , and ought ro continue perpetually 
in the Kirk, as neceffary for the government and policy thereof,and 
no more offices ought to be received or ſuffered inthe Kirk of God, 
eſtabliſhed according ro his ward. 

Therefore all the ambitious titles invented inthe kingdome of 
Aacichriſt, and in his uſurped Hierarchy , which are not of yr of 

c 
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theſe dure with the offices dependingriereupon, i 
one word _ ro rejefted. is | 2 


Cnay. ITT. 
How the perſons that bear Exclſizfticall funflion, are 19 be admitted to 
their office. 
Ocation or calling is common to all that ſhould beare office 
within the Kirk , which isa lawfull way, by rhe which quall- 
+ are promoted to any fſpirituall office within the Kirk 
O 


Withour this lawfull calling it was never leaſome to any perſon 
to meddle with afiy funion Ecclefiaſticalt. 

There are two ſorts of Calling, one extraordinary by God imme- 
diately, as was of the Prophers and Apoſtles, which in Kirks efta» 
bliſhed, and well already reformed hattrno place. 

The other calling 1s orditiary, which befides the calling of God, 
and inward teſtimony-ofa good conſcience, is the lawfull appfoba- 
tlon, andoutward judgement of men, according to Gods word, 
and order eſtabliſhed in his Kirk. - HEOTEI 

Noneought to preſume to enter in any office Ecclefiaſticall with» 
- this good teſtimony before God,! who onely knows the hearts 

mEN, Þ | 

This ordinary and outward calling hath ewo parts, ele&ion and 
ordination. Ele&ion is the choofing outof a nh mag rſons, moſt 


able, to the officerhar vakes; by the _—_— ofthe FAderfhip, ent! 
ae Gaagrigaces , to-whichfhall bethe x erfon; or pet- 


fons a | | 

The qualicies in generall requifite in allthem , who ſhould beare 
chargein the Kirk, confift in ſoundnefſe of Religion , an#pgodlt- 
neffe of life;according as they are ſufficiently ſet forth inthe Word. 

Ja the orderof EleQion ic is tobe eſchewed , that any perſorrbe 
incruded in any offices of the Kirk, contrary ro the will of the con- 
gregation to which they are- appointed, or without the voire of 
 theElderſhip- = 

Noneought tobeintruded, or placed inthephcegalready platr- 
red, or inany room that vakes not , for any worldly refpet* and 
that which is called.the benefice ought tobe nothing elſe, bur the 
ſtipend of the Miniſters Te on febe perl 

ation and fandifying of the perſon-appoin- 


- hm 
ted roGodandhis Ki —_— 3 
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The Ceremonies of Ordination are faſting, earneſt Prayer-,' and 
impoficion of hands of the Elderſhip. - W . 

All thir, as chey muſt be raiſed up by God, and by him made a- 
ble for the work whereto they. are called; ſo ought they know 
their meſſage to be limited within Gods word, without the bounds 
of the which they ought nor co paſſe. 

All thie ſhould take theſe titles and names onely ( leſt they be . 
exalted and puft up in themſelves) which the Scriptures gives un- 
to-chem, as theſe which -impore labour, travell and. work, and are 
names of offices and ſervice , and not of idleneſſe, dignity, worldly 
honour or preheminence, . which -by Chriſt our Maſteris expreſly 
reproved and forbidden, , - TI, | : 

All chef: office-bearers ſhould have their own particular flocks 
amongſt whom they exerciſe their charge. --  - 

All ſhould make reſidence wich them, and take the inſpe&iop 
andoverfight ofchem, every one in bis vocation . , . 

And generally thir ewa things ought they all co reſpeR : the glo- 
ry of God , andedifying of his kirk, in diſcharging their duries in 
their calling. | 


| | Ce BE comet nh ih 
Of the Office-bearers in particular , and firſ# of the © 
Paſtors or Miniſters. 


Aſtors, Biſhops, or Miniſters, are they whoare' appointed to 
particular Congregatiens,which they rule by the word of God 
| andoverthe which they watch. In reſpe& whereof fomerime they 
are called Paftors, becauſe they feed their Congregation ; ſome- 
time Epiſcopi, or Biſhops , becauſe they watchabove their flock; 
ſometimes Miniſters, by reaſon of their ſervice and: office, and 
Hmerimesalſo Presbyrers or Seniors, for the gravity in manners 
which they oughtro bave in-cakipg care of the ſpiricuall govern- 
ment, which ought to be moſtdeare unto thew.. : | 
They that arecalled unto the Miniftery , or that offer themſelves 
thereunto, ought nor to be ele&ed witheur any cercain flock be aſ- 
figned unto them. 
No man-oughe to ingyre him(elfe, or uſurpe his office withour 
lawfull calling. | | 
| They whoareonce called by God, and duely ele&edby man,af- 
e-r thar Herhow once accepred the charge of Miaiftery , may not 
jeave their tunQions,.. - G : The 


The ſcrond Book of Diſcypline... _ 83 

The deſertours ſhould be admoniſhed, and in cafe of obſtinacy, ' 
finally, Excommunicate. | 

No Paſtor may leave bis flock without Licenſe of the Provinciall 
or Nationall Afﬀembly, which it he doe, af;er admonitions not 0+ 
beyed, ler the cenſures of the Kirk ftrike upon him, 

[Into the Paſtors apperreins reaching of the Word of God, in 
ſcaſon and outpf ſeaſon, publikly and privatcly,alwaies travelling to 
edifie, anddi charge his conſcience,as Gods word prefcribesto him. 

Unto the Paſtors onely apperteins the adminiſtration of the S1- 
craments, in like manner as the adminiſtration of the Word : For 
both are appointed by God, as meanesto teach us, the one by the 
eare, and Fu other by the eyes, and other ſenſes,that by both, know- 
ledge may be transferred to the minde. _ 

It appertains by the fame reaſon to the Paſtor to pray for the _ 
ple, and namely, for the flock committed to his charge, and to blefſe 
chem in the name of the Lord, who-will nor ſuffer the bleſſings ofhis | 
fairhfull ſervants to be fruftrate. | 

He ought alſoto watch above the manners of his flock , thatthe 
better he may apply the DoQrine to'them in repretiending the diſ- 
_ ute perſons, and exhorring the godly to continue in the feare of 
the Lord, | | 

It appertains to the Miniſter after lawful proceeding bythe El- 
derſhip, to pronounce the ſentence of binding and] upon a» 
ny - , according unto the power ofthe keys granted unto the 


It belongs to him likewiſe, after lawfull procceding in the matrer 
by che Elderſhip, to ſolemnizare mariage berwixt chem , that areto 
be joyned therein , and to pronounce the bleſſing of the Lord upon 
rhen chat enter in at thatholy Band in the feare of God, _ 

And generally all publick denunciations thar arero be made in 


the Kirk before the Congregation concerning the Ecclefiaſticall a 


faires belonging to the Office of a Miniſter : For he is as meſſenger 
and Herauld berwixt God and the people in all theſe affaires. 


| Crap. V. 
Of Do@ors,and theirOffice, and of the Schnoler. 
NE ofthe two ordinary and perpetuall fun&ions that tra- 


vcll inche Word, is the Office of the Door , who may be 
N 2 alſo 
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aldcalled Prophicy,Bihop,Elder, Carechiſer, that is, teacher of he 
Carechiſme, and rudiments of Religion” © | 

His office is to open-up the minde of the Spirit of Godin the 
- Scriptures ſimply , without ſuch applications as the Miniſters uſe, 
to the end that rhe faithfyll may be wſirufted, and found Doftrine 
raughc,and that the purity of the Goſpell be not corruptedthrough 
ignorance, or evill opinions, IE 

Heis different from the Paſtor, not. only mmrname, but.ia diverſi- 
ey of gifts, For t@the. Doftor is given the. word of knowledge,co 
open up. by ſimple ping the myſteries of faith ; ro the Paſtor - 
the gifc of wiſdome.,, to.apply the ſame by, exbortation co the man- 
ners ofthe flock, as,occafion cravath.  _.. 

Under the name and office ofa Door wee comprehend alſo the 
order.inSchooles, Colledges., and Lniverfities, which hath been 
iy NPE time cnn maingained.. x well among the Jewes 

Chriſtians, azalo: ophane Nations. | 

The Dot orbein OS 200 id, ſhould aſſiſt the Paſtor in- 
the-gavernmentofthe Kirk,, and-concurre with the Elders his bre- 
thren inalla{ſemblics; by reaſon the interpretation of the Word, 
which-iponelyJudgsin Ecclekaſticallmarters,, 1s committed co his. 

arge. 

Bur to preach-untothe peopke,, to Miniſter the Sacraments, and 
to celebrate mariages, pertaine. not to. the DoRor, unlefſe he be, 
otherwiſe called ordinarily: howbeir. the Paſtor may reach inthe 
Schooles, as he who hath the gift of knowledge, oftentimes meer for- 


that eng, asthe examples of Pohcarpxy; and others reſtifie, &c, 


CHAP. VI. 
Of Elders, and their Office. 
> HE wordEldenin the Scripture, ſomerime is the name of 
Age, ſometimeof Office. When,it isthe name of any Office , 
ſamerime ic is taken largely, comprehending as well the Paſtors and 
Dottors, azthem wha are called Seniors or Elders. 

In this our diviſion, we call theſe Elders, whom the Apoſtles call 
Prefadents or Governours. Their office air is ordinary, fo is it per- 
petuall and alwayes neceſſary in theKirk of God, The Elderſhip is 
a ſpiricuall fan&tion,'asis the Miniſtery: | 

Elders once lawfully called to the office , and having gifts from. 
God:mgex.to exerciſethe ſame, may not leave it again. Albritſuch 
BBs: of Elderpuay beckalen Jncertaine Congregations), that 
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ons part,of them may relieve anotherfor a reaſonable ſpace, as was 
om ghee Levites der the Law in ſerving of the Temple. 

The number rakes Elders incvery Congregation cannot well be 
lined, bur ſhould be according to the bounds and neceflity of the 

c. 
Po neceflary that all Elders be alfo teachers of the Word , 
albeic the chiefe ought ro be ſbch and ſa are worthy of double- 
honaur, 

Whar manner of perſons they ought to be,we referre ir to the ex- 
preſſe word, and name oigrs Canons written by the Apoſtle Paul, 
Their office is as w 7 (nr as conjun&ly,co watch diligently 
upon the flock committed to their charge , both publikely, and 
PETE » that no corruption of Religion » or manners, enter. 

erein, 

As the Paſtors and Do&ors ſhould be diligent in teaching and 
ſowing the eed ofthe Word, (o the 2 na ſhould be carefull in ſee- 
king e fruic of the ſame in the peo 
Kc appertains to then ta aſliſt the Paſir in examination of chem 
that come to the Lords Table: irern, in viſiting the ſick. 

1h ſhould cauſe the a&ts of the afſemblics, as well particular 28 
to be pur. in execution carefully. 

” They frond be diligent in  lmordlag all men ofcheir dury 
according pogo of the mag , P 

$s that —_ corre ivate admonitions 
ſhould bring to the —_— Ew _w 

' Their priticipall office is held ities with the Paſtors and 
DoRors who are al cir number, for eſtab 
andexecution of Diſcipline, unto the which Aſſem 
are ſubje& that remain within their bounds. 


, CHa e. VII. | 
Of the Elderſbips, Aſſemblies, and Diſcipline. 


| en and Aﬀemblies are commonly-conſtiture of Paſtors, | 
Doors, and ſuch as we commonly call Elders, that labour nos - 
inthe word and Do&rine:of whom, ; andof whoſeſcverall power - 
hath been ſp ken.. 

. Afembliesare of foureſorts. For either are they of particular - 
Kirk: and Congregations ane or moe, or of a Province ,.or of © 


N 3 V.1 
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a whole Nation, or of all and divers Nartons profeſſing one Jeſus 

Chriſt. * ETTSTTOTNG ; Foc 
All the Ecclefiaſticall Aſſemblies have power to convene lawful- 

ly cogether for treating of things concerning the Kirk, and pertain. 

ing to their charge. | pg 4 

- They have power to appoint times, and places to that eff-&, and 

at one meeting to appoint the dyer, time and place for another. 
In all Aſſemblies an Moderatour ſhould be choſen by common 

conſent of the whole brethren convened , who ſhoald propone 

m_— gather the yores , and cauſe good order to be kept in afſems 
ies. 

" Diligence ſhould be raken, chiefly by the Moderator, that onely 
Ecclefiaſticall things be handled in the afſemblies, and chat there be 
no medling with any thing pertaining to the civill jurifdiQion. 

' Every Aſſembly hath power to ſend forth from them of their 
own number, ane or moe viſitours to ſee how all things be ruledin 
the bounds af cheir juriſdiion,, ' ._ £: 

- Viſitation of moe Kirks is no ordinary Office Ecclefiaſtick in the 
perſon of one man, neither may the name of a Biſhop be artributero 
the viſitor onely,neither is ic neceffary to abide alwayes in one mans 
perſon, bnt iris the. part of rhe Elderfhip roſend our qualified per- 
ſonsro viſit pro re ata. gh 

The finall end of afſemblies is firſtto keep the Religion and Do- 
Arine in puricy without error and corruption. Next, to keep conr- 
linc{ſe and good ordcr in the Kirk. | Wy 2968 

For this orders cauſe, they may make certaine rules and conftitu- | 
rions appertaining to the good behaviours of all the members of 
the kirk in their vocation. | 

They have power alſc ro abrogate and abolifh all;Scatutes and'Or- 
dinances concerning Eccieſiſticall matters,chat are found noyſome 
and —— and agree not with thetime, or are abuſed by rhe 

P Eo . : 


They have power to execute FEcclefiaſticall Diſcipline and pu- 
niſhment upon all cranſgrefſors, and proud contemners of the good 
_ and policy of the Kirk, and ſo the whole Diſcipline is in their 
hands. | | 

The firſt kindeand fort of aſſemblies, alchough they be wichin par- 
ticular Congregation, yer they exerce the power, authority and 
Juriſdi&ion ofthe Kirk wich mutuall conſent , and therefore beare 


ſometime che name of the Kirk. 
When 
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. ” When we fſpeake of the Elders of the particular Congregations, . 
we rmean-not that every particular Pariſh-kirk can or may haye their 
own particular Elderſhips, ſpecially ir Landward z but we thinks 
three, foure,- mqge or fewer particular kirks may have one Elde: ſhip 
common to:themall, ro cr their Eccleliaſticall cauſes. 

Yer this is meer, That ſome of the Elders be choſen our of every 
particu/ar Congregation, to concur with the reſt of their brethren 
inthe-common Afﬀembly , and ro take up the delations of offences 
within their own kirks, and bringihem to the Aſſembly, This we 
gather of t he praiſe of the Primitive kirke , where Elders, 
or Colledges of Seniors-were confticure in Cities, and famous 

laces. 

; Thepower of their particular Elderſhips is to uſe diligent labors 
in the bounds committed to their charge, that-the kirks be kept in 
good order, to inquire diligently in naughty-& unruly perſons, and 
travell tobringthem.in the way againe, either by admonicion or 
threatning of Gods judgements, or by correCtion. | 

Ir pertaines to the Elderſhip ro take heed that the word of God be 
purely pr-ached withintheir bounds, the Sacraments rightly mini- 

Kred,the Diſcipline rightly maintained,and the Ecclefialticall goods 
uncorruptly diſtribured,.. :.. - . | 

Te belongs to this kind of Aſſembly, to cauſe the ordinances made 
by the Aſſemblies provinciall, nationall, and generall, ro be kept 

 andputmexecution, Th 

To make conſticutions which: concerne 7oresmy in the kirk , for 
the decent order of theſe. particular kirks where they govern :; 
Providing, they alter no rules made by generall or provinciall AG 
feniblics, and rhat they make the provinciall Af/ſemblies fore-ſeen of 
thefe rules. that they ſhall make, -and aboliſhthew that tend co the 
hurt of the ſame., © 

It hath power to excommunicate the obſtinate. 

The power of eleftion of them who beare Ecclefiaſticall charges 
pertainesto this kinde of Aﬀembly within their own bounds, beivg 
wal ereCted, and .conſticure of many Paſtors and Elders of ſufficient 
abiitje. | 

By the like reaſon their depolition allo pertaines to thiskinde of 
Afembly : as of them thar reach erronious and corrupt DoAtrine, 
that be of landerous life, and after admonition defiſtnor z that be 
given to ſchiſme or rebellion againſt the kirk , manifeſt blaſphemy, 
fimony ; corruption of. bribes ,. falſhbood ,. perjury , hone 
ome,, 
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dome, thefr, drunkenneſle, fighting worthy of puniſhmentby the 
Law, uſury, dancing, infawy , atid all ochers, chardeſerve ſeparati- 
on from che kirk. | | 
| Theſe alſo who are altogether found unſafficient to execute 
their charge ſhould be depoſed, whereof other kirks would be ad- 
vertiſed thr they receive not the perſons depoſed. 
Yer they oughr not co be depoſed, who throughage , fickene 
or other accidents become unmeet rodo their office, in which 
their honour ſhould remaine to them, their kirk ſhould maintaine 
them; and ochers ought to be provided to doe their office, 
Provinciall aſſembles we call lawfull conventions of Paſtors, Do-= 
@ors, and other Elders ofa Province, gathered for the common af- 
faires of the kirk thereof, which alſo may be called the conference 
of the kirk and brethren. | 
Their aſſembles arc inſtieute for weighty matters to be intreated 
by mutuall conſeat and afliftance of che brechren within that Pro- 
vince, as need requires. | 
This afſembly hath power to handle,order,and redreſſeallthing 
committed or done amiſſe in the particular afſemblies. * *- 
Ic hath power to depoſe the office-bearcrs of that provincefor 
good and juſt cauſes de erviag vation: mw: - 13080: 
Andpenerally their afſemblics have the whole power ofthe par- 
ticular Elderſhips whereof rhey are colle&ed. | | 
The Nationall aſſembly, whichis generall rous , is a lawtfull con- 
vention of the whole kicks of the Realm or Nation where it is uſed 
and gathered, for the common affaires ofthe kirk-, and-may be cal- 
led the generall E!derſhip of the whol kirks in the Realm. None 
are ſubje& to repaireto this aſſembly ro yore , but Eccleſtaſtica]l 
perſons to fach a number, as ſhall -be rhought good by the fame 
Aſſembly , not excluding other perſons that will repaire to the ſaid 
Aſſembly to propone, hear, and reaſon, RITAG | 
This — inſtitute, that all chings either commicted, or . 
done amiffe in the Provinciall Aſſemblies may be redrefled and han- 


dled, and things generally ſerving for the weale of the whole body 
ofthe kirk within the Realm may be foreſeen, intreated and ſer forth 
to Gods glory. | | 

Ir ſhould take care , that kirks be planted in places where they 
arenort planted, ; | 

Ic ſhould preſcribe the rule how the other two kindes of Aﬀſem- 
blies ſhould proceedin all things. TOR,” is Bb 


This 
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This Afſembly ſhould rake heed , that the ſpiritual juriſdi&ion, 
and civill, be not confounded tothe hurt of the kirk : Bal the Pa- 
trimony of the kirk be not conſumed, nor abuſed; and generally 
concerning all weighty affaires that concern the weale good or- 
der of the whole Kirks ofthe Realm, it ought to. interpone autho- 
rity thereto. - 

There is befides theſe , other more generall kinde of Aﬀem. 
blie ; which is of all Nations, andall eſtates of perſons within the 
kirk, repreſenting the univerſall kirk of Chriſt , which may be cal- 
ledproperly' che Generall Aﬀembly , or General} Councell ofthe 

God, | 


Theſe Aﬀemblics were appointed and called together fpecially, 
when any great ſchiſme'or controverſie in DoArinedid ariſe in the 
kirk,and were convocate arcommandof godly Ewperours being fat: 
the time, for avoiding of chiſme within che Univerſal! kirk-of God, 
which becaafe they pertain not to the PR eſtate of any _ 
we ceaſe furcher to peak of them. 


Caar. VI Il. 
{. Of the Deacons and their Office, the laſt Ordinary fon 
'. G@Gioninthe Kirk, 


HE word 4/axeros ſometimes is largely taken , comprehen- 
'T ans all chem chat beas office inthe Minter » and {piryuall 
fun&tionin the kirk. | 
But now, aswelſpeak, i it is taken only for them, unto whom the 
colle&ion and diftriburion of the To ofthe fairhfull and Eccleſ- 
aſticall goods doth belong. 
The office ofthe Deacons ſo taken, is an ordinary and perpetu- 
all EcclefiaſticallifanQiqn inthe kirk of Chrilt. 
Of whar properties andduries duties he oughrtobe that iscalledto this 
fun&ion, we remit it to the manifeſt Scri 
The Deacon ought to be called and e as the reft ofthe Spiri- 
taall Officers, ofthe which ele&ion was ſpoken before. 
Their Office and power is to receive , andto diſtribute the whole 
Cpl goock prep themy ro whey ape gpan pen pax FI 
y ought todoe acco ro 4 
ment of he Predbyreries or Elderſhi * ( of the whichthe I Deacons 
are not ) > lnrnr heaps 1 fowl 7 dobus, , be not conver- 
ted co private mens uſes, nor wrongfully _ 
- Þ 
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Caar i 
of the Patrimonyof the Kirk,, and diſtribution theruf. 


B Y. the Partrimony ofthe Kirk , we meane whatſoever thing 
hath been at any time before, or ſhall be in times comming gt+ 
ven, or by conſent or univerſall cuſtome of Countries profeſling the 
Chriſtian Religion applied tothe publick uſt and urilicy of the kirk. 

- Sothatunder the Parrimony we comprehend all things given or 
ro be giveri to the Kirk and ſervice of God, as lands, biggings, 
fions, annuel rents, and allſuch like, wherewith the Kirk is doted, 
cicher by donations, foundations, morrifications, or any other law- 
fullcicles of Kings, Princes, or any perſons inferiour to them, roge- 
rher wich the continuall oblations of the faithfull, 

 . Wecomprehendalfo all ſuch things as by Laws or Cuſtame, or 
uſe of Countries have been odties 
Kirk , of the which ſort are Tcinds, Manſes, Gleibs, and ſuch like , 
which by common and municipall Laws and univerſall Cuſtome are 
poſſeſſed by the Kirk. | en. | 

Totake tny ofthis Patrimony by unlawfull means, and converc 
it tothe Ps and prophaneuſe ofany perſon , we hold'ir a 
deteftarable ſacriledge before God. 

" The goods Ecclefiafticall ought tobe colteRed, and diftributed 
by the Deacons, as the word of God appoints, that they who beare 
office in the Kirk be provided for without care or folicitade. 

_ In the Apoftolicall Kirk , che Deacons were appointedto colle& 
anddiſtribute'whar ſumme Toever was colle&ed of the faithfull, to 
diftribute unto the neceſlicy of the Saints, fo that none lacked a- 
rmongſtche faithfull, F325 ba I 

 Theſecolle&ions were not onely of tharwhich was colle&ed in 
raanner of almes, as ſome ſuppoſe, bur of other goods moveable, 
and unmoyeable , of lands and poſſeſſions, rhe price whereof was 
brought to the feet ofthe Apoſtles, 4 | 

This office contioned in the Deacons hands, whe. intrometted 
withche whole goods ofthe Kirk; ay and while the eftate thereof 
was corrupted by Antichrift,as rhe anctenr C'mons bear witnefle. 

' The ſame Canons make mention of a fourefold diftriburion of the 
Patrimony cfthe kirk , whereof one part was applyed- to the Pa- 
ſtoror. Biſhop for his ſaſtentarion and hoſpitaliry ; another tothe 
Elders and Deacons, and all the Glergy z the hirdto he poor,fick 


. perſons 


to the uſe-and utility ofthe 
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perſons and rangers; the fourth to the upholding other affaircs of 
the kirk, ſpecially extraordinary. 

We adde hereunto the Schooles and Schoolemafters alfo , which 
ought and may be well ſuſtained of the ſame goods , and are com- 
prehended under the Cleargy. To whom we joyne all Clcrks of 
Afemblies, as well particular as generall, — or Procutors 
of the kirk affaires, takers up ofPſalmes, and ſuch like other ordi- 
nary Officers of the Kirk, ſo farre as they are neceflary. 


CHAP, X. 
of the Office of Chriſtian Magiſtrate Jn the Kirk, 


A Lthough all the members of che Kirk be holden every one in 
their vocarion,and according thereto to advance the Kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt , fo farre as 7 ethin cheir power, yet chicfly Chriſti 


an Princes, and orher Magiſtrates, are holden to doe the fame: 

For they arecalled in the Scripture nourſſhers of che Kirk ,. for ſo 
mach as by them it is,0r ar leaſt ought to be maintained foſtered, up- 
holden and defended againſt all chat would procure the hurt therof: 
4 ied ins rothe office of d- CR M werent wa and 

ortifie the proceedings of the Kirk in $z and name- 
ly ro ſte heh Sabſion fate and Miniftery thereofbe maintain- 
edand CE Cn, according to Gods Word, . 

To ſee chatthe Kirk be not invaded, nor hurt by falſe Teachers, 
and Epi” nor the rooms thereof be occupied by dumb doggs, 
oridle bel | 

'To'4ffift and maintain the Diſcipline of cheKirk , and puniſh 
chem civilly, char will not obey the cenſure ofthe ſame , withour 
confounding alwayes the one juriſdiftion with the other. 

To ſee thar ſufficient provifion be made for the Miniſtery , the 
Schooles, andthe poore: and if they have nor ſufficient ro awaite 
upon their charges, to ſupply their indigence even with their own . 
rems, ifneedrequire. Het. DS 

To hold hand as well to the ſaving of their perſons from injury 
and openyiolence, as to their rents bs, poſſeſſions , thar they be not | 
defrauded, robbed, nor ſpoiled thereof. > A 

 Norto ſuffer the Patrimony of the fo be applyed to pro- 

phane and unlawfull aſes, or be devoured by idle belties,and ſuch as 

| havenolawfull fun&ion inthe Kirk, rothe hurtof the Miner, 

Schools , __ and other godly-uſes, a the ſame ou 
2 


ghr 
to bebeſto To 
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To make lawes and conftitutionsagrecable ro Gods, word, for 
advancement of the Kirk, and policiethereof, without uſurping any 
thing that pertains not tothe civil ſword, bur belongs to the offices 
that are meerly Ecclefiatticall, as is the miniſteric of the Word and 
Sacraments, ufing Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline, and the fpiricuall exe- 
cution thereof, or any partof che power of the ſpiricuall keys, which 
our Maſter gaveto the Apoſtles, and their true ſucceffors. | 

And my and Princes that, be Godly, ſometimes by 
their owne authority, when the Kirk is corrupted, and all things out 
of order, place Miniſters, and reſtore the true ſervice of the Lord, 
after the example of ſome godly Kingg of 7#d:, and divers godly 
Empeours, and Kings alfo inthe light of the new Teſtament. Yer 
where the miniſterie of- the Kirk is once lawtully conſtitute , and 
they that are placed, doe their office fairhfully , all godly Princes 
and Magiſtrates ought to heare, and obey their voice, and reverence. 
the Majeſtic of the Son of God ſpeaking in them. 

Of the preſent abuſes remaining in the Kirk , which we deſire to be re« 

du | 


formed. 
A? it is the duty ofthe godly;Magiſtrate to maintaine the pre- 
ſent libertie, which God hath granted by the Preaching of his 
Word, andthe true adminiſtration of the Sacraments. withia this 
Realme: Soisitro provide, that all abuſes which yet remaine in 
the Kirk,be removed, and utrerly taken away. Abt | 
Therefore, firſtche admiſſion of mento papiſticall ticles of bene- 
fices, ſuch as ſerve not, nor have no funQion in the Reformed Kirk 
of Chriſt, as Abbotes, Commendators, Priors, Prioreſſes, and qther 
titles of Abbeys, whoſe places are now for the moſt part: by the 
jaſt judgement of God demoliſhed, and purged of idolatry, is plain. 
abuſe, and isnot to receive the Kingdome of Chriſt amongſt us , but 
rather to refuſe it, EF Rock | 
Such like that they that of 01d were calledrhe Chapiters and Con- 
vents of Abbey 6 C athedrall kirks,and like places, ſerve for noth 
now, but ro {2tfewes and tacks, if any thing be left of the kirk la 
and reinds, jn hurt and prejudice thereof, as daily experience tea- 
cheth, and therefore ought ro be utterly abrogate and aboliſhed. 
Of the. like nature are the Neanes, Archdeacons,. Chantours, 
Subchantours, Thefavurers, Chancellors and others having the like 
titles flowing from the Pope and Canon lay onely , who have no 
place inthe reformed kirk. ” 
e. 
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The kirks alſo which are unired together, and joyned by annex- 
ationto their benefices, ought tobe ſeparated and divided, and gi- 
ven to qualified Miniſters, as Gods Word craves, 

Neiher ought ſuch abuſers of the kirks Patrimony to have vote in 
Parliament,nor fir inCouncell under the name of the kirk and kirk- 
men,to the hurt and prejudice ofthe libertie thereof, and laws of 
the Realme made in favour of the Reformed kirk, 

_ Much leſffe is it lawfull,that any perſon amongſt cheſe men ſhould 
have five, ixteen, twenty or moe kirks, all craving the charge of 
fouls, and bruike the patrimony thereof, eicher by admiſſion of the 
Prince, or of the kirk, in this light of the Evangell. For it is but a 
mockage to crave reformation, where ſuch like have place, 

And in (o farre,as inthe order taken art Lzith, inthe yeere of our 
Lord 1571, it appeares that ſuch may be admitced, being found 
qualified; eicher char pretended order isagainſt all good order., or 
elſe it muſt be underſtood not of chem that be qualified in world] 
affaires, or to ſerve in Court, but ſuchasare qualified ro teac 
Gods Word; having their lawfull admiſſion of the kirk. 

Asto Biſhops, if the name Ez:5xowes be properly taken, they are 
all one with the Miniſters, as before was declared. For it is not a 
name of ſuperiority and lordſhip; but. of office and watch- 
ing. | 2 
. Yer becauſe in the corruption of the-kirk, this name ( as others ) 


bave been abuſed, and yet is likely ro be, we cannor allow the faſhi-- 
on of theſe new choſen Biſhops, neirhex of the Chapiters that are 


Ele&ors of them to fuch offices,as they are choſen unto, 


True Biſhops ſhould: addi&.chemiſelves to a particular flock ;. 


which ſundry ofthem refuſe, neicher ſhould they uſarpe Lordſh p 
over their brethren , and over the inheritance of Chriſt, as theſe 
men doe. | 

Paſtors, in fo farre as they are Paſtors, have notthe office of Vi- 
Jay a of moe kirks joyned to the paſtorſhip , without it be given 
tothem. 

Ir isa corruption, that Bifhops ſhould have further bounds: to-vi- 
fir, nor they may lawfully.. 


No man ought to have the office of Viſication, but he that is law-- 


fu}ly choſen thereunto, 
he Elderſhips being well eſtabliſhed , have power to ſend our 
viſitours one or moe, with commiſſion to vifir the bounds wichin 
their Elderſbip, and likewiſe .after count taken of them, either 
| O 3 con» 
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continue them, or remove them from time totime , tothe which Fl- 
dcrſhips oy {hall be alwayes ſubje&. 

Criminall juri{di&ion in the perſon of a paſtor, is a corruprticn, 

Ic agreeth nor with the word of God , that Biſhops 'ſhuuld be Pa- 
ſtors of Paſtors, Paſtors of many flocks,'and yet withour a certaine 
fluck, and without ordinary teaching. 

It agreeth not with the Scriptures, that they ſhould be exemed 
from the corre@tion of their brethren, and Diſcipline of the particu- 
lar Elderſhip of the Kirk , where they ſhall ſerve, neither thar they 
uſurpethe Office of Viſitation of other Kirks , nor any other fun» 
&ion befide other Miniſters, bur ſo farre as ſhall be committed to 
chem by the kirk. 

Wherefore, we dzfire the Biſhops that now are, either to apree 
ro that order that Gods word requires in them , as the generall Lick 
will preſcribeunto them , not paſſing their bounds,cither in Eccle- 
_— or Civill affaires, or elſeto be depoſed from all fan&ion in 
the kirk, BP | 

We deny not in the meanetime , but Miniſters may and ſhould 
afliſt their Princes when they are required, inall things agreeable to 
the Word, whether it be in Granaice Parliament, or otherwayes; 
Providing alwayes, they neither negle&their owncharges, nor 
chrough flattery of Princeshurt the publick eſtate of the Kirk. 

Bur generally , we ſay , no perſon under whatſoever title of the 


Kirk, and ſpecially the abuſed titles in Papiftry , of Prelates, Con- 


vents, and Chapters , oughtto attempt any at in the Kirks name, 
either in Councell, or Parliament, or out of Councell , having no 


' Commiſſhon of the Refornied Kirk within this Realme. 


And by A&ofParliament it isprovided, that the PapiRicall Kirk 
and Juriſdi&ion ſhould have no place within the ſame, and no 
Biſhop nor other Prelate in times comming ſhould uſe any juriſdi- 
Aion flowing from his authority. | | 

And againe , that no other Ecclefiafticall Jurifdi&ion ſhould be 
acknowledged within this Realme , but that which is , and ſhall be 
in the Reformed Kirk, and flowing therfrom, 
| So weeſteem holding of Chapiters in Papiſticall manner, either 
in Cathedrall kirks, Abbeyes, Colledges, or orher conventuall pla- 
ces, uſurping thenameand authority of che kirk , ro hurt the patrk- 
mony thereof, or uſe any other A tothe prejudice of the ſame, 
fince theyeare of our Lord 1560 yeares,tobe abuſe and corruprion, 
contrary tothe liberty of the true kirk , and lawes of theRealme ; 

an 
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and therefore onghe to be annulled, reduced, and in times comming 
utterly diſcharged. 

The dependances alfo of the Papiſticall juriſdidion are to be a- 
boliſhed ; of the which ſort is mingled juriſdiftion of the Commitf- 
fars, in ſofarre as they meddle with Eccleſiaſticall matters,and have 
no Commillion of the kirke thereto, but were ele&ed in time of our 
Soveraignes mother, when things were one of order. It is an abſurd 
thing, that ſundry of them having no funCion of the kirk, ſhould be 
Judges to Minifters, and depoſe them from their roomes. Therefore 
they cicher would be diſcharged ro meddle with Ecclefiaſticall mat- 
ters, orit would be limited to them in what matrers chey might be 
Judges, and nor hurt the liberty of the kirk. 

They alſo that before were of the Ecclefiaſtique eftate inthe 
Popes kirk, or that are admitted of new tothe Papiſtical! ticles, and 
now. are tollerate by the lawes of the Realme to-poſſefſe the two- 
part of their Eccleſiaſticall zenrs, ought not have any further liber- 
ry, but to intromer with the portion aſſigned and granted to them 
for their life-timesz and not under the abuſed titles which they had 
todiſpon the kirk-rents , ſer tackes and fewes thereof at their plea» 
fare, co the great hurt of the kirk, and poore labourers that dwell 
pon the kirk-lan1s, cortrary toall goodconſcience and order. 


CHAP. XII. 
Certa?n ſpecial heads of Reformation , which we crave. 


"{atſvever hath been ſpoken of the offices of the kirk, the 
ſeverall power of the office-bearers,their conjun& pows 
er alſo, and laſt of the patrimrny of the kirk, we under 
ſtand ic to be the'right Reformation which God craves 
at our hands, thar the kirk be ordered according therao, as with 
that order which is moſt agreeable to the Word, ' | 

But becauſe ſomething would be touched in particular , concer- 
ning the eſtate of the Countrey, and that which we pri:cipally ſeek 
to be reformed in the ſame, we have colle&ed them in theſe heads 
following. | 

Secing the whole Countrey js divided in Provinces,and thir Pro- - 
vinces againe are divided in Pariſhes, as well in land-ward ,- a9 in 
Townes; in every Pariſh and reaſonable Congregation there would 
be placed one or moe Paſtors to feed the flock , and no Paſtor' or 


wdthame — ——w——_——_—__— - 
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Miniſter alwayes to be burdened wuh the particular charge of moe 
kicks or flocks then one alanerly. 


And becauſeic will be thought hard to finde out Paſtors or Mi- 


niſtersto allche paroch kirks ofthe Realm, as well in Landward , 


as in Towns, wethink by the advice of ſuch as commiſſion may 


be giventoby.che kirk and Prince , Pariſhes in landward'or ſmall 
Villages , may be joyned ewo orthree or more, in ſome places to« 

ether,andrhe principall and moſt commodious kirks to ſtand, and 
be repaired ſufficiently, and qualified Miniſters placed therearz and 
the other kirks, which are-nor found neceſſary , may beſuffered 
to decay, their kirk-yards alwayes being kepr for buriall places, 
and in fome places where need requires, a Pariſh, where the 
Congregation is over great for one kirk , may be divided in twa or 


moe, , 


' Doors woulil be appointed in Ulniverfities, Colledges, and in 


other places needful], and ſufficiently provided for, ro apenupthe 


meaning of the Scriptures , and to have the charge of Schooles, and 


reach the rudiments of Religion, | | 
As for Elders, there would be ſome to be cenſurers of the man- 
ners ofthe people, one or moe in every ation, bur not 
an Aſſembly of Elders in every particular kirk', but onely in 
Towns, and famous places, where reſort of men of judgement and 
ability to thareffe& may behad, wherethe Elders of the particu- 
lar kirks about may convene together , and have a common El- 
derſhip, and afſembly-place among them , to treat of all ehings 
_ concerns the Congregations of which they have the over- 
fight, Ls 
Snd as there aught to be men appointed to unite and divide the 
Pariſhes, as neceſlity and commodity requires : So would there be 
appointed by the generall kirk, with afſent of che Prince , ſuch 
men asfeare God, and know the eſtate of the Countries, that were 
able cronominate and defigne the places, where the particular El- 
derſhips ſhould convene, raking confideration of the Dioceſſe, as 
they were divided of old , and of the eſtate of the Countries, and 
Provinces of the Realm. 7 08 
Likewiſe concerning Provinciall and Synodall Aﬀemblies con« 
fideration were cafic to be taken: How many and in what places 


they were to be holden, and how oft they ſhould convene , ought 
$0 be referred to the liberty of the generall kirk, and order to be ap- 
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The Nationall Aſſemblies of this Countrey, called common! 
the Generall Aſſemblies , ought alwayes to bereteinedin their 
own liberty, and have their owneplace. 

Witch power to the kirk to appoint times and places convenient 
for the {ame,and all men,as well Magittrates , as inferiours to be 
ſubje&cothe judgement of the ſame in Ecclefiaſtical! cauſes, 
without any reclamation or appellation to any Judge , Civill or 
Eccleſiaſticall within the Realm. 

The liberty of the eleQion of perſons called to the Ecclefiafti- 
call funtion , and obſerved without interruption, ſo long as the 
kirk was not corrupted by Antichritt, we dehfre to be reftored 
and retained within this Realm. 

So that none be intruſed upon any Congregation,cither by the 
Prince,or any inferiour perſon,wvithout lawful eleQion, and the 
aſſent of the people over whom the perſon is placed,as the practiſe 
of the Apoſtolicall and Primitive Kirk,and good order craves. 

And becauſe this order,which Gods word craves, cannot Rand 
with patronages and preſentation to benefices uſed in the Popes 
kirk, we deſire all them, that truely feare God,earneſily ro confi- 
der,that for as much as the names of patronages and benefices,to- 
gether with the effe& thereof, have flowed from the Pope , and 
corruption of the Canon law onely , in ſo farre as thereby any 
perſon was intruſed or placed over Kirkes having Curan ant- 
mAYHM. 

And for as much as that manner of proceeding hath no ground 
in the word of God,bur is contrary tothe ame,and to the faid li- 
berty of Eleion, they ought not now to have place in this light 
of Reformation. And therefore , whoſoever willembrace Gods 
wond, and deſire the kinsdome of his Son Chriſt Jeſus to be ad- 
vanced, they will alſo embrace, and receive that policie and order 
which the word of God , and wpehgin eſtate of his Kirk craves, 
otherwiſe it is in vaine that they kave profeſt the ſame. 

Notwithſtanding as concerning other patronages of benefices 
that have not curam animarum,as they ſpeak : ſuch as are chaplen- 
ries, prebendaries founded upon temporall lands,anmels,and ſuch 
like, may be reſerved unto the ancient Patrones,to diſpone here- 
upon, when they vaike,to ſchollers and burſers,as they arerequired 
by a& of Parliament. Hh I, 

As forthe Kirk rents in generall we deſire that order be admit- 
redand mgintained amongſt _ may ſtand with the — 
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- of Gods word, and praQiiſeof the purity of the Kirk of Chriſt: 
To wit,that,2s was before ſpoken,the whole rent and patrimon 

ofthe Kirk , excepting the. ſmall patronages before mentioned, 
may be dividedin foure portions:one thereof to be alligned to the 
Paſtor for his entertainment, and hofpitality;an other to the El. 
ders,Deacons and other officers of the' Kirk, ſuch as-clerks of AC 
ſemblies, takersup of the Pſalmes , Beadels and keepers of the 
Kirk, fo far as is neceflary : Joyning with them alſo-the Doctors, 
and Schooles,to help the ancient foundations where need requires: 
the third portion to be beſtowed upon the poore members of the 
fithfull , and hoſpitalls : the fourth for reparation of the Kirks, 
and other extraordinary charges as are ptohrable for the Kitk, 
and alſo for the common-wealth, if need require. 

We deſire therefore the Ecclefialticall goods to be uplifted and 
diſtributed faithfully ro whom they appertaine,, and that by the 
miniſterie of the Deacons,to whoſe office properly the colle&ion 
and diſtribution thereof belongs,that the poore may be anſwered 
of their portionthereof ; and they of rhe Miniftery live withour 
care and folicitude: as alſo the reſt of rhe trealury of the Kirk 
may be relerved, and beſtowed to their right uſes. 

If theſe Deacons. be elefed with ſuch qualities as Gods word 
craves to be-inthem,there is no feare.that they ſhall abuſe them- 
{elves in their office, as the profane ColleRor did of before. 

Yet becauthis-yocation appeares to many to be dangerous, 
let them be obliſhed, as they-were of old, to a yearely.count to 
the Paſtors and-Elderſhip;and if the Kirk and Prince think expe- 
dienc,let cautioners be obliſhed for their fidelity, that the Kirk 
rents on na \ayes be dilapidar. | 
. Andtothe cffeR this order may take place,ic is to beprovided 
that all other intrometters with the Kirk renc,ColleQors generall 
or-ſpeciall,whether it be by appointment of the Prince;or other- 
waies,may.be denuded of further intromiſſion therewich,and ſuf- 
fer the Kirk rents-intime comming to be wholly intrometred 
with by the miniftrie of the Deacons , 2nd diſtribute to the uſe. 
before mentioned.” . : 

. Andalſo, to the effe& that the -Eccleſfiaſticall rents may ſuffice 
to-theſe uſes forthe . which rhey. are to be appointed. , Wee 
thinke it neceſſary to be deſired ,'that all alienations,, fetting of 
fewes, or tacks of the rents of the Kirk; as well lands as tiends, 
in hurt and diminution of the 01d rentalls,be reduced. andan- 
! 4%: -Q ® nulled, 
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nulled, and the, patrimony of theof Kirk reſtored to the-formep 


And likewiſe,that in times comtning the riends be ſet to natie, 
but rp the labourers of the _ orelſe not ſer at all,as was a+ 
oreedupon, and lublcribed by the Nobility of before. 

PR - 5 
The '«tilitie- that ſhall flow from this reformation 
| to all Eſtates. | 


Q=eing the end of this ſpirituzll government and policie where« 
of we ſpeak,is,that God thay-be glorified,the kingdome of Je- 
ſus Chriſt advanced,and all who are of his myſticall body may 
live peaceable inconſcience; Therfore we dare boldly affirme,thar 
all cheſe who have true reſpect to theſe ends, will eveh for con- 
ſciencecauſe gladly agree and conforme themſelves ro'thisorder, 
and advancethe fame, ſo fatre as Iyethin thenr,chat theqr con(ci- 
ence being ſer at reſt, they may be replenifhed with ſpiritual glad- 
neſſe in giving fall obedience to that which Gods word, and the 
reſtimony of their 'owne coſtience doth crave, and refuſirg all 
corruption conttary tottie ſame. | 
Next wee ſhall become an example and paternevfgood and 
odly order to other nations, countries; ant Kirks profeſſing the 
| Religion with us,thar astheytiave glorified God inonr con- 
tinaing in the ſincerity of the word hicherco,withour any errours, 
praiſe be to his name : fothey may have the like occafton in'our 
converſation , wheras we conforme our ſelves to that diſcipline, 
policie, and good order, which the fame word,and purity of re- 
formation craveth at our hands: Otherwiſe thar feartfull ſentence 
may be jultly ſaid to us, The ſervant knowing the will of his Maſter, 
and not doing it, &C. 

Moreover, if we have any- piety or reſpe& tothe poore mem- 
bers'of Jeſus Chritt,who ſo greatly increaſe and multiply amongſt. 
us, we will not ſuffer them to be longer defrauded of rharpart of 
the patrimony of the Kirk, whichjuſtlf| belongsunto them;and by 
ris order, ifit be duly put to execution , the burden of them 
ſhall bee taken off us to our great comfort, the ſtreets ſhall be 
cleanſed of the cryings 2nd murmurings of them, as we ſhall no 
more be any ſcandall to other Nations,as we have hitherto been, 
for not taking order with the poore amongſt us, andeauling the 
word which weprofeſſe to be evill ſpokenof, giving occaſion of 
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Nlander to the enemies, and offending the conſciences of the 
ſimple and godly 9 0 | \- BN & 
Beſides thus, iſhall be a great eaſe and commodiy to the whole 
-cotnmon people, in relieving chem of the building and upholding 
their Kirks,in bigging of brigges,and other like'publick workes : 
*to the labourers ot the irs | in payment of their tiends, and 
ſhortly in all theſe things, whereinto they have been hitherto ri- 
gorouſly handled by them that were falſly called Kirk-men, their 
rackſ-men, faHtours, chalmerlares and extortioners: 
Finally , to the Kings Majeſtie, and common-wealth of the 
 countrey this profit ſhall redound, That the other affatres of the 
Kick being ſufficiencly provided, according to the diftribution, of 
the which hath been ſpoken ; the ſuperplus being collected in the 
rreaſarie of the: Kirk may be profitably imployed, and liberally 
beſtowed upon the extraordinary ſupport of the affaires of the 
Prince and Common-wealth, and ſpecially of that part which is 
appointed for m——_ of Kirks. | | T | 
So to conclude,all: being willing to apply themſelves to this or- 
der,the people ſuffering themſelves to be ruled according thereto: 
the Princes and Magiſtrates not being exemed , and theſe that 


are placed inthe Ecclefiaſticall eſtate rightly ruling and goyer- 
ning , God ſhall be gloritied, the Kirk edified , and the bounds 
thereof inlarged, Chriſt Jeſus and his Kingdome ſer up, Satanand 

| his Kingdome ſubverted,and God ſhall dwell in-the midſt ofus,to 
our comfort , through Jeſus Chriſt, who together with the Fa» 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, abides bleſſed in all eternity, Amer. -* 
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